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„ Tre Argument. * 
1 _ Tf Mans ſpule is deefelys*: ecloued m 
God her Father, And get für und/ 
'Þ | . = 200dgraces ſhe is terhpted of tf: e di- 
= >< acllby tnrec diners meancs,at three ſe- 
j 1 . uerall ages in this mor tall lite: Fihe te- a 


& ſiſt and ouercome the fame, hee. is 
>> hereby adopted to the frution oftiias | ; 


= teimomuall joy in heauen, with Cholt 7 ? 
= the ſoune of God 
S. — . . | I 
— The firſt Hiſtory. 1 


Of fin TE LT & Dme time were duell 


Ne: < in Rome a mightte Em⸗ 
155 perour, which hab a faite { 


e 


creature to his daudhter 
8 einer Ath: Sant, whom 
mei 4. 62d and , 
many noble Þ 10 ts defired to haue FI 
1 . wift on f of whe rfo2e ſuth a law was! 


** 


= ©: 
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bet io mzn'thontd havejher. 
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0 10 wife b 19 as tould out runne whe! 
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ranne with hyr, but her was ſo [wilt 
that no ne might onertake her by 
courſe of running. At the laſt there 
Cave a knight famed Pomeis, onto bee \ 
Father, and laid to him thus. Pp Noz, 
ik if might pleaſe pou to giue mee pour 
daughter to wife, J will gladlp munne 
with her. Then ſaid her father,thcre is 
ſuch a law oꝛdained and ſet, that who ſo 
will haue her to wite, muſt firſt runne 
with her, x if hc faile in his courſe, that 
hö auer fake her not, bee ſhall loſe his 
head, and il it foztune him to onertake 
her,then ſhall J wed her vnto him. q 


„* * 
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And when the Emperour had told him 
all the prrill that might fall in the wins 
ning of her, 5 Knight voluntarilp granns 
ted to abide that icopardy. Zhen the. |, 
Lnight ict oꝛdapne him three balles of | 
gold againſt the running. And when , 
ſhey had begun to runne a little ſpace, . 
the poung Lady over ranne him, than fe” 
[the night thiew fo2th berfoze her the 
Arſt ball of gold And when the Damo- 0 : 
Fell raw the ball, he loped and toke it. 15 
p and that while the Enight wanne 
before. hcr, but that anapled little, fo; 
when 1 
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him againe. And than he thꝛew 


the ſecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtoped . 
as ſhe& did befoze to take it vp,q in that 


falt that in ſhozt ſpace _ gat by 


wbile the knight wanne beeloze her a- 
gaine, which this young Damoſell ſeæ | 


ing, conſtrapned her ſelfe and ranne ſo 
faſt til at the laſt ſhe had him at a vaun- 
tage againe and was aloze him, and by 


that time thep were nigh the marke 


where they ſhonld abide, whereloꝛe the 
knight thꝛew fozth the third ball ber⸗ 


wille ſher was in taking vp 5 third ball, 


the knight gat befoze her, and was firſh 


}  foze her, and like as ſhe had done beloze 
„ He ſtoped dolone fo take bp the ball, 


at the marke. And thus was ſhe wonne. 


The Morall. 


¶ By this Emperour is bnderffode 


the father of heauen, and bp this Damo- 
ſell is vnderſtod the ſcnle of man, with 
whom manp diuels deſtre to runne, ond 


f to deceine her thꝛough their tẽptations, 
but che withifandeth them mightely and! 


onertommeth them. 


And whan they * done their bene 
* and 


Is 

1 

* 
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int, of 
122d, than makes he th:ag 

les of gold, and caſteth them befoze , 
her it the th ages of man, that is o 
iap, in pouth, in manhode and in olde 
age In pouth the Dinell calfeth the ball 

of Lecherp befoze her, that is to lap, the 
deſire of the fleſh, neuerthelelle foz all 
thts ball, oftentimes man ouercommeth 
the Diuell by acknowledging of hie ſing 
Vnto God by hartp repentance F amen 
Bement of life. The ſecond ball is the bal. 

ok pꝛide, the which the Diuell caſteth to 
man in his manhod, that is fo ſap. in his 
middle age: but this ball man oftentimes Z 
'onercometh, as he did p firſt, but let him 15 
beware of the third bail, which is coue- | - ? 
touſneſte, that the Oiuell caifcth to mau 
in his old age, which is d2eadfall: To:: 
except a man map guercome this ball 
with theſe other two, hee ſhall lerſe his 
honour, that is to ſap, the kingdome of 
heauen. Foz when man burnetb in coue⸗ 
toulneſſe, he thinketh not on ghoſtly ri⸗ 
ches, fo2 euer his hart is ſet on woꝛldi | _ 
Keds, and reckeneth not of pzayers ne | 

of well doeing, and thus lerſeth her his 
Markant the whith God hath beoght ; 
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Geſta Romanorim, 7 
']; Him with his pꝛecious biod, vnfo the 
. 00 Which our Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſt bꝛing veel. 


1 The Argument. ; 
| As God allotteth divers men divers cal- 
lings & eſtates of liuing in this world, 
ſo is every man tryed by the rules of 
lite and doctrine, whether his practiſe 
a agree with his profeſsion, in profiting 
dio himfelte without preiudice to others, 
i wherin if he fo hold himſelfe content, 
for ſuch a ſonne, the heauenly father 
hath pfanted a tres of heavenly trea- 
| i ſures, in thg life everlaſting. 
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The ſecond Hiſtory. 

TI dwelt ſometime in Nome a 
mightie Emperour and a miſe na⸗ 
med Anſelme, which bare in his 
armes a ſhield of ſiluer with fine red 
Roſes. This Emperour had th2e& ſons, 
whom be loued much, he had alſo contt- 
nuall warre with the King of 2ypt, 
in the which warre he loſt all his tem 
poꝛall gods, except a vertuous tree, If 

| loꝛtuned after on a dap, that he gg 
g . battell to p ſame king of Hgypt, ui 
A. ih. n 


1 5 
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The Hiſtory of 

Uhr was grievouſly wounded Neuer⸗ 
cheleff he obtained 5 victoꝛp. notwiths 
ſranding he had his deadly Woſid, wher⸗ | 
ſoꝛe white her lap at pornt of death hee 
called vnto him his eldeſt ſonne and ſaid, 
Mp moſt dere and welbrloved ſonne. 
all my tempoꝛall riches J haue ſpent 
and aimo7 nothing is left m. except a 
berinons tro the which ſtandeth in the 
middeſt of mine Empire, J giue to the 
all that is vnder ihe earth and abone the 
earth of the ſame tiœ. O mp renerent | 
Father (quod h) I thanke pon much. 

Zhen ſaio the ®mpcrone,call to me mp | 


ſc:ond lonne. Anon his eldeſt Sonne 


greatly toying of g is fathers gift, called 
in his bꝛother, and when he came, than 
fatd the Emprrour. Pp deere ſon (quod 
be) J may not make my teſtament foz 
as much as J have ſpent all mp gods, 
except a Zre which ſtandeth in mine 
Empire, ot the wbich tree J begueath 
do ther all that is great and ſmall. 
\ Zt:enanſweared hee and ſaid. Mp re- 
vezent Father 3 thank yon much Then 
dd the Emperour, tall to me my thikd. 
forme, and lo it was done. And when hee 


was 


Geſta — ** 


was tome, the Emperour ſaid. Pp deere 
ſonne, ⁊ muſt die of theſe wounds. and 3 
haue but onclp a vertudus Tre of the 
which J haue bequeathed thy bꝛethꝛen 
their poziton,anSto tha J bequeth thy 
portion, foz J will that thou haue of the 
lapd Zre all that is wet and dꝛp. Then 
ſaid his Sonne, Father J thancke pon, 
Sone after that py Emperour had made 
his bequeſt he dyed. And the eldeſt ſon a⸗ 
non toke ſcaſon of the tree. When tbe 
ſecond bꝛother heard this, he& ſay, My 
Bꝛother by what Law oz titie occupy 
vte this tree. Dare Bother [quod her) 
J occupp it bp this titte,mp father gaue 
me all that is bndecr the earth and above 
of the ſaid tree. æ therefoze by reaſon this 
tree is mine. Unknoawing to thee, otiod 
the ſecond bother. he gene me all p is 
in bꝛedth, lẽg th « depnes ot the ſaid tre, 
and therloꝛe J heue as great right in the 
tree as you. his hearing the third Son 
came ts the 2 ſaid, Ov my beſt beloned 
bꝛethzen. it behoveih von not to ſtrive 


fo: this tree. fo; as much right bane J in, 
this træ as pie foꝛ weil px wot bp p1 law” 
chat b laſt wil 1 . augdtte dare. 


} 


„ Thee Titer. 

192 of truth hee gaue me of the ſaid fr& 
att that is wet and dzp, and therefo:e 
by right p tree ts mine, but fo2 as much 
as pour woꝛds are of great fozce E mine 


alſo, my connce!l is that wee be iuſtiſſes 


by reaſon,fo2 it is not god no: commen⸗ 


ba ble that any ſtrife oꝛ diſcention ſboulo 


be among bs. Here beſide dwelleth a 
king of realon, therefoze fo anvide rife, 
goe we there vnto him, and each of vs 
tap his right befoꝛe him, and like as he 
will iudge, let vs and to his iudge⸗ 
ment, then ſaid his bꝛethꝛen, this coun⸗ 
ſaile is god, wherefoze they went all 
ther bnto the king of reaſon, and each 
of them ſenerally ſhewed fo2th his right 
bnto tzim like as it is ſaid befoze. 
When the king had heard their ft- 
tles he rehearſed them all againe ſeue⸗ 
rallp : firſt, ſaping to the eldeſt Sonne 
thus: Thou ſapeſt fo2 the, quod the 
Bing, that thy father gaue thæ all that 
is vnder the earth and abone the earth 
of the ſapd Tree. And to the ſecond bꝛo⸗ 
Her he bequeathed all that is in bzedth, 
Length, and depenes of that tre. And to 
(he third bother he gane all that is = 
an 
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Ind dꝛp. And with that he laid the 9 
| fo2 them, and ſaid that the firfl wil onghi 
5 a to ſfand Now mp dere ſonnes, baiefes 
Ip F ſhall ſafiſfte all pour reaſons. And 
f when hee had thus ſaid, hee turned him 
0 vnto the eldeſt bꝛother ſaping thus. Mp 
4 deere ſonne, if vou liſt ta ahide the iudge⸗ 
9 ment of right it bchoneth peu tokbee let⸗ 
ten bled of the right arme My Lord, 
quod he, pour will ſhail be done Then 
called the king forth a diſcreet Phſſiti- 
on, ctommaunding him to let him bloed. 
hen the eldeſt ſonne was thus leiten 
blod, the king ſaid to them all thꝛer, Gy 
diere ſonnes quod he, where is pour fas | 
ther buried. Then anſweared thep and 
ſaid : Foꝛſoth mp Lo2d in ſuch a place. 
Anon the King commaunded to digge 
in the ground fo2 the body, and to fake | 
& bone out of his bꝛeſt, and to.burp ths | 
- body againe,+ ſo it was don? And when 
| the bone was taken out, the king tom⸗ 
/ . maunoed that it ſhontd be lapd in be 
FE blod of the elder bother, and it thovio 
lie till it had recetued kindetytheblod,s 
8 and then to her laid in the Sunne ant 


bages, and after that it ſhould bee waſnt 
with - 


7The Hiſtory of 


| cliere water, bis ſcraants falfil- 
d all that hee commaunded. And when 
ep began fo waſh. the blod vaniſhed 
cane away: When the king ſaw this, 
he ſaid to the ſecond ſonne. Ft beehoueth 
that thou bee leften blod as thy b2other 
is. Then ſaid he Pp Lo2d pour wil ſhal 
be fulfilled,and anon he was done bnto 
like as his bother was in al things, and 
whe they began to waſh p bone, the blood 
baniſhed awap.Zhen ſaid v king to the 
third ſon. Mp deere child it behoneth the 
allo fo be letten blood. He anſwered and 
ſaide: Pp Loꝛd it pleaſeth mee well ſo 
to ber. Mhen the poungeſt bꝛother was 
letten blod, done vnto in all things like 
as his two bꝛethzen were befoze, when 
the kings ſeruants began to waſh the 
bone, they might neither foꝛ waſhing ne 
| fo2 fretting doe awap the blood of bone 
but ener it appeared blodp. When the 
king ſaw this he ſaid: At appeareth opens 
ip that this blod without donbf is of the 
nature of this bone, thou art his true ſon 
# and thele sther two bern baſtards, J gine 
4d thee the tre fo; evermoze. 
| The Morall. 


zDere friends dee — is. 
g L oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt which bare a ſhield & 
ter with fine red roſes, that is to (ap, 
his bodp p is ſo faire, ſo clere, x moꝛe ra- 
dient then any ſiluer, accoꝛding with ts 
Pfalmiſt ſaping thus: Specioſus forma 
pre filijs hominum. That is to ſap, ha 
was moꝛe ſpeciall 4 fairer of ſhape then 
all the childꝛen of men. By theſe v. roſes 
'- wee bnderſtand his v. wounds, which he 
ſuffered fo2 mankinde. And by the King 
of Egipt wer vnderſfand the Diuell, a⸗ 
gainũ bx he fought all p time of his 
life, a at the laſt he was flatne foꝛ man- 
kinde. Neuertheleſſe, befoze his death 
he made his teſtament to his thꝛœ ſons. 
By the firſt to whom hee gaue of the 
Xree that was vnder the earth # aboue 
the earth, we ſhal bnderſtand ſuch mighe 
tie men and others of all eſtates of this 
world, as no? content with their calling 
ſxkes amvitiouſly ð ſubuerſion of others 
to magnifie and cralt themſelnes. 
Wy the lecond ſonne to whom he gaue 
the tre in length. bꝛeadth and deepeneſſe, 
wee vnderſtand ſuch woꝛldly wiſe men 
in this wozld, which in their ſubfili * # 
attempt 2 
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Rmptto winne all. loſe all. 


& 6p the third ſonne, to whom he gaue 
Fall that was wette ano dzp of the tr; 

' Wee (hall vnderſfand every god Chaiftts 
an pꝛinte, noble man, maieſtrate 02 meas 


ner perſon, in cuerp common wealth 
whereſoeuer, which (eſchewing all am⸗ 
bitton + couetouineſſe) holdeth himſelle 
content with the pꝛouidente of GOD; 
and in his owne calling {aboureth um- 
pip and trucly to doe god bnto all men, 
pea though now and then themſelues 
ſuſtaine inivrics in the woꝛlo, ſuffering 
now pouertie, then trouble, now ſolace, 
then care, now cold, then heate, and all 
this they reteiued thanckfally, to haue 
this noble tro that was thus bequethed 
them. This tro is the tree of Paradye, 
that is to ſop,cncriafting top of heaven, 
which is giuen to vs all, if wer take if 
thanketully, neuertheieſſe it is heauen 


in dtnerſe wiſe, and not equ ally. foꝛ ſomz 
hath moꝛe, and ſome hath leſſe after the 
meaſure of Gods god grace. This not- 
7 withtanding euerp man obtaineth not, 


therefoze i£ vehaucth the to goc vuto the 
king 
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fabliſhed with divine pꝛeditation and. 
made dzp with the Sunne of outward 
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1 of reaſon, that is to 3 vnto th . 
father ol heauen, that knoweth al things 
oꝛ they be made The firſt ſonne was let 
blod, and in his blo the bone was 
wꝛapped. Bp this bone we ſhall vnder⸗ 
{tand our ſtrong faith in Chꝛiſtes me⸗ 
rites, And by the blod, the ltucly ans 
fruitfull ſappe of god wozkes pzocee+ _ 
ding out of the ſame : Thich are rars + 
thinges to bee found in thoſe that ſ&ke 7 
their owne pꝛiuate gaine to liue, caring 
not how they come by it, by hoke 02 by 
croke,to the pꝛeiudice of others, which 
when they are let blod by the ſharpe 
launte of Gods Juſtice, though it bee 


pꝛofeſſion: pet being waſh? with the 
water of \welling pꝛide, mallice, enup, / 
w2ath and ſuch other, then the ſtrrong 
faith in Chaiſts merites, is as thongh 4 
wee had neuer receined it, and the lines 5 
ly and fruitefull ſappe of god wozkes, 
hath no power fo tarry bpon it, but vas +7 
niſheth away. And thus fareth it, with 
thoſe two. the firſt and ſecond Sonnes. 
But the third ſonne being contrarie vn ⸗· 


” ud * The Hiſtor v F wat i 
e other in pꝛofemon and pꝛactiſe of PP 
tte and manners, be hæ Paince, Noble 
| man, Paieſtrate oz meane perſon, vpon 
earth. The bone of ſuch a man will e- 


1 ner bee firm? of faith in himſelf? and tos | | 
wards others fro ſuch a mans bone the 
blod of liucly fruits, to himſcife and all ; 


others pꝛofitable, will neuer ber waſhed | 

awap with the water of w2etchedneſte, | 

Wut the moze it is dꝛped in the Sunne 

of true tryell, the better it is, ſuch are 

the true chidzen of God, or whom our | | 
0 


Loꝛd ſpeaketh thus. Ve the which haue 

forſaken all things fo2 me: all, that is to 
'fap, pe that haue fo2faken the wilt of 
| Finne, ſhall reteiue an hundꝛelh times 
moꝛe, h is fo fav, yo ſhall not onely re- 
keine the tree of P. radiſe, but alſo the he⸗ f 
ritage of heauen. Theſe tmo other ſong. . 
are baſtards, foꝛ whp,that they pzomiſed 

in their baptiſme they wꝛought all the „5 
contrary, th2zough their wicked lining. 
And therefo2e he th2t deſireth to obtaing 
the ioves of heanen him behoueth, to a- 
bide ſtedfaſkly in p:0*Mon # pꝛactiſe of 


; 


gd life 4 maners, then by Chꝛiſt ſhall 
ye abtaine the tra of Paradiſe, no tho 
which 4 
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and reignety cternallp wozld without 


Geſta Romafrum. 
inhich the Loꝛd b:ing vs which lineth 


end. Amen. 5 
5 
a The Argument. | 
God ſo lowed ſiufull man, that he ſent his 5 
onely begotten Son to rede him out 1 
of the captiuitie of the wicked world, to : 
reſt with him in the ioyes of heauen. 3 


The third Hiſtory, 

T 2 Rome there dwclied — & 
noble Emperour, named Diocleſian, 

which abone all wozldlp gods loued the 
vertue of Charitie, mherefoꝛc he deſired 
greatlp to know what ſowle loned her 
Birds beſt, to the intent that her might 
tberebp grow to.moze perfect Charitie. 
It foꝛtuned after bpon a dap, bat this 
Empersur walked fo the faꝛreſt to take 


his diſpoꝛt, whereas her found the neaſt 


of a great Bird (that is called in latine 
Struthio Camcly, in Engliſh an Cu- 
ſtridge) with her bird, the which bird, the 

emperour toke w him. cloſed him in a 


beficl of glaſſe. The dam of this litle bird 
followed after vnto þ emperours palace, 
B. any 


ie Hiſtory: ryof 


d /, and bew into the hall where her Byꝛde 


was cloſed. But when ſhe (aw her bird, 
and might by no meanes come to her, \/ 
ne get her ont, ſhe returned againe to 
the fo2relf, æ there ſhe abode thze dates, 4 
and at the laſf ſhe returned againe to 
the Pallace, bearing in her mouth a 
woꝛme that is called *Thumare. When 
ſhe came where her birde was, ſhe let 
the wo2me fall vpon the glaſſe, thozow  - ., 
vertue of which woꝛme, the glaſſe bzake 
and the Bird elcaped, and ficw fozth 
with his dam. 
When the Emperour (aw this, he pzaf} . 
ſed much the dam ol the Bird, which ſo 9 
diligently laboured foz the deltucrance - \;; 
0 


of her bird. 
The Morall. 


i y friends. his Emperour is the fa⸗ 
ther of Heauen, which greatly loucth 
them that liue in perfect lone and chari⸗ 
tie. This little Birde cloſed in the glaſſe 
t taken from the foreſt was Adam our ; 
foꝛefather, which was exiled from out of 
Paradiſe, and put in the alalle, that is to 
lap, in hell This hearing the dam 4 the 
ird 
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ig to ſap, manhode acco2ding with the 
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Eird,that i is to wit,the ſonne of God defs 
cended from heauen and came to the fo2- 
reit of the woꝛld e lived there thꝛeꝛ daicg 
> moꝛe, bearing with hint a wo2me,that 


Plalmiſt ſaping. go ſum vermis & non 


homo. Pſal. : 2.6. That is to ſap, I am a 
wome and no man. This man was laf- 


fcred to bee flaine among the Jewes, et 
whoſe blov the veſſel! ecernall was bzo- 
ken, and the bird went out, that is to ſap, 


Adam went foꝛſh with his mother the 


lonne of God and ftiew vnto heancn, 


The Argument. 


C A cleane ſpirit and vndefiled ſoule is 
the daughter of God ſo tender and deere 
vnto man, that he beſtoweth her not vp- 
pon the rack man wanting the wiſedome 


of God, but vpon the poore man that is 


wiſe E&liveth in the feare of God, which 
if ſhee had at any time tranlgreſt by 
frailtie of fleſh, then for the recouery or 
her health by the medicine of amende- 


ment of life, to ſuch a one though poote 
Ba -- Mall 
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© all his ſoule be not onely in tius life eſ- 


1 *: . . 


ES pouſed with much ſolace 00 io each of, 
14 other, but in the world i 10165 ſhalliue | 
| * with C HRIS T1 in 10, . : everlating, 
| bliſſe. 

The fourth Hiſtory. 


SOmetime dwellco in Rome a ws 

thy Emperour and a wiſe, which 
Had a faire "danghter and a gratious in 
the ſight ofencrp man. This Emperour 
bethonght him on a dap to whom hee 
might gtne his daughter fo mariage, 

ſaping thus. If I giue mp daugbter to 
a rich man, and he bee a fole,then is ſhe - 
loff,and ik giue her to a poꝛe man and 
a wittie, then map he get his lining foz 
him and her by his wiſedome. 

There was at that time dwelling in 
the citie of Nome a Philoſopher named 
Socrates pw2e and wile, which came to 
the Emperour and ſaid. My Lo2d be not 
diſpleaſed though J put fozth mp peti- 
tion beefoze vour highneſſe. The Empe⸗ 
rour ſaid, what ſo euer pleaſeth the tell 
koꝛth. Then ſaid Socrates, Pp Loꝛd pee 


2 
RES. ws 


Job Lo 
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Rs 


© hane a daughter whom J deſire abone 


1 all things. The Emperour anſwered e 


e „ ſaide. Pp friend, J ſhall gine ther mp 
„ Daughter to wife vpon this condition, 
that il ſhe die in thy fullowlhtp after that 
the is eſpouſed to thee, thou ſhalt without 


_ 4 Upon this condition J will gladlp take 
F her to be mp wife. The Emperour hea⸗ 
ring this, let call f@2th all the Lozdes 
and ſtates of his Empire, and made a 
4 great feaſt at their wedding. And after 
the leaſt Socrates led home his wife to 
5 . his owne honſe whereas they lined in 
8 = and health long time. But at the 
laſt this Emperours daughter ſickened 
to death, when Socrates perteiued this, he 
#2 aid to himſelfe. Alas and woe to mee, 
what ſhall J doe, and whether ſhall I 
flie, if the Emperours daughter that is 
my wie ſhauld dye: and foz ſozrow this 
Socrates went fo a fozreſt there beſide 
and wept bittcrlp, Then while he thus 
went and mourned, there came an a⸗ 
gied man bearing a ſtaffe in his hand, 


Geſta Hema | 1D © 


doubt leeſe thy head. Tben ſaid Socrates, 


and aſked the cauſe of Socrates whp ber 
mourned. Socrates e and ſapd. 
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The Hiſtory of 


4 eſpouſed the Emperours daughter bps 
pon this condition, that if ſhe died in mp 
felowchip, ſhould loſe my life, now ſue 
is ſickned fo the death, and J can ſind no 
remedp no2 help,and therfoze J monrne 
moze then any creature map thincke: 
Chen ſaid the old man, be of god com» 
0 fozt, foꝛ J all help yoa, ifyg will doe 
* alter my counſell. In this ſoꝛreſt be thz& 
hearbs, if! you make a dꝛinck of the firſt 
ſo2 pour wife, and of the other two a 
plaiſter, 2 if che ble this medicinal dainke 
and plaiſter in due time, without doubt 
ſhe ſhal recouer her'perfect health. Socra- 
tes fulfilled all as the old man had taught 
him. And wht his wife had vſed a while 
that medicinal dꝛinck and plaiſter, with- 
in ſhoꝛt time ſhe was perfectly whole of 
all her ſickenelſe, And when the Empe · 
rour heard that Socrates wꝛsüght ſo 


N wiſelp, and how diligently be laboured 
fo2 to heale his wife, he pꝛomoted him to 
85 great dignitie and honour. 
* 1 
1 The Morall * 


%, 4þ 
* 1 
N 9 7 , 
" 4% 
- 


Dixre-lilendes this Emperour is 
our 
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dur Iod Jeſu Cheiſt, his daughter ſo 
taire and ſo gratious is the ſoule, made 
tao the ſimilitude of God, which is full 


: gratious and gloz2tous in the ſight of him 


_— 4 T . "a ” -4 * At. & 
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and of his Angels, while that ſhe is not 


; deftled and abideth in her owns p2oper 
.5 Cleanneſſe, This ſonie God would not 


giue it to a rich man but to a poꝛe man, 
that is to ſa p, a man that is made ofthe 
lime of the earth. 

This Socrates is a poꝛe man, foz 
why euery man commeth poꝛe and nas 


ked into this wozld from his mothers 


bellp, and euerp man taketh his Sonle in 
wedlock vpon (ach condition, that if ſhe 
die in his fellowſhip by deadly ſin, with⸗ 

out doubt he (hall loſe eternall life. 
Therefoꝛe O thou man, if thy wife 
ſicken ſo th2ough frailtie of fleſh vnto 
ſinne, doe then as Socrates did, goe 
bnto the Foꝛreſt, that is the Church of 
Chꝛiſt, and thou ſhalt finde there an old 
man with a ſfaffe, that is, a diſcrete 
Pꝛeacher which ſhall miniſter bnto the 
thoſe thze Yearbes, whercof map bee 
confect the midicine of thy reconery vn⸗ 
fo health: namelp, the firſt hearbe is ac- 
B. lig. know ⸗ 
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The Hiſtory ot 
knowledging of ſinne, the ſecond repens 


tante, and the third newneſſe ot life, ac⸗ 
co2ding to the will of god, if theſe hearbs 


be bled in plapſtcr, the finner without 


Doubt? (hall receiue her health, x her fonle 
ſhall ke deliuered from ſinne, and bp all 
right the ſgall hane cuerlaſting life Un⸗ 
zo the which bing vs our 3.0352 Jelus. 


Thie Argument- 


Many foolith Ideots of the world doe 
e flow and flote in abun- 
dance of worldly wealth and pompe, 
who thinking they thall liue here al- 
wayes are | aboured vnto by the prea- 
chers of Gods word to be admoniſhs 

ed of their momentary felic ties, and 
to prepare theinſelues in beeſtowing 
well their ſhort time here, to enioy the 
bleſsings of cuerlaſting felicitie in the 
world 10 come. 


The ſiſt Hiſtory. 


I Dmetime there raigned in Rome a 
I mightie Emperour and a wile, na⸗ 


un * Fredericke which had one onely 
. ſonns 


GeſtaRcmanorum. 


forme whom he loued much. This Em⸗ 
perour (when he lay at point of death) 
called vnto him his Sonne and ſapde. 
Dere ſonne, 3 haue a ball of gold which 


J gine the vpon my bleſſing, that thou 
ànon alter my dcath ſhalt giue it to the 
moſt fole that thou maieſt finde. Then 


ſaid his ſonne: Mp Lozd without doubt 
pour will ſhall be fulfilled. Anon this 
poung Lo2d after the death of his father, 
went and ſought many realmes,e found 
many rethleſſe foles:becauſe hee would 
ſatiſfie his fathers will, laboured farther 
till he came to a realme where the law 
was ſuch that euerp pere a new King 
was choſen ther,and this king had ones 
ly the guiding of that realme but a pere, 
and at the peres end he was depoſed 
and put in exile in an Fland, whereas he 
ſhould w2etchedly finiſh his life. 

When the @mperonrs ſonne came 


with great honour, and all manner of 
Muſicall inſftrumenfs went befoze him, 
and b2ought him with great renerence 
and honour bnto the regall ſeate. Aud 
— the Emperours — ſaw that 

9 


to this realme, the new king was choſen 
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3 end befoze * great treaſure and rt- 


"This Hiſtory of 

i came bnto him and ſalufed him res 
uerentlp and ſaid. Pp Lo2d, loe J gine 
thee this ball of gold, on my fathers bees 
halte. Then ſapd he, J pꝛap the tell 


mo the cauſe wp thou gineſt mie this 


Ball. Then aul wered this poung Lozd 
and ſaid: Mp father charged me in his 
death bed vpon paine of fozfaiting of 
his bleſſing, that 3 Could giue this ball 
to the moſt fole that J could find, wher⸗ 
foze I haue ſought manp Realmes, and 
baue found manp fwles, neuertheleſſe a 


moꝛe fole then thou art found J neuer, a 


therefoze this is the reaſon, It is not 
brſknowne to the that thou ſhalt raigne 
but a pere, and at the peres end thon 
halt be exiled into ſuch a place, wheres 
as thou ſhalt die a miſchieuous death, 
Wwherefoze J hold thee fo2 the moſt fie 
that cuer J found, that foꝛ the Lo2dſhip 
ef a votre, thou wouldeſt ſo wilfully eſe 
thy ſelfe, and therefoꝛe befoze all other I 
_ giuen ther this ball of gold. 
Then laid the King, without doubt 
_ thon ſayeſffruth, and therekoꝛe when A 
arm in full power of this realme,J ſhall 
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ches wherwith J may live and ſane my 

Cele from a miſchienous death,when I 
ſhall be exiled and put downe. And ſo this 
- tvas done, wherefoze at the perres end 


4 hee was eriled and lined there in peace, 


ppon ſach god as he had ſent beefoze, 
and he dyed aftera god death. 


The Moral. 


Dtere friends this Emperour is the 
father of Heauen, the which bequethed 
the Ball, that is to ſay, wozldly riches 
to foles and ideots, which ſauoureih no⸗ 
thing hut that is earthly This Empe⸗ 
rouxs ſonne, that is to ſap, a Pꝛeacher 
and a diſcreet Pinilter tranaileth about 
many realmes e lands to ſhew fo mil? 
belæuing men and foles their perill. 

The Realme wherein no King might 
raigne but a yere, ts this wozld, Foz 
who fo had lined an hundzed verre, when 
he commeth to the death him ſhall ſerme 
that her hath lined but the ſpare of an 
houre, therefoze doe as the King did 
while that e be in power of life und 


beloꝛe you pour treaſure, that is to v. £5 
_arnie | 


} 
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eitie of Rome the which image ſtretehed 


The Hiſtory of 

firme faith in Chꝛiſts merits, the fruits 
of gods wo2d pꝛocæding from the lame. 
Then certainely when wee bee put in 
exile out of this woꝛld, wer ſhall live in 
peace, and (hall finde the mercy of God 
plentifail, wherebp wee ſhall obtaine e- 
nerlaſting life. Tinto the which bꝛing bs 
he that foz vs ſhed his pꝛecious blad. 


The Argument. 


The euill diſpoſed wicked men of this 


world are here aduertiſed of their 


greedy griping after the ſweet temp- ; 


tation of the Diuell, wherein ſuch doe 
reioyce, till death comming ſodainlie 
vpon them, then fall they to the hor- 
rible pit of deſolate darkneſle, due to 
their deſerts. 


+. The luck Hiſtory. 
Iocleſian raigned in the Cittte of 
Rome, in whoſe Empire divelt a 
noble Philoſopher, the which ſet vp by 
his craft an Image in the midſt of the 


out his arme ę his foʒmoſt finger, where 
dpurCode this poſcp, wꝛitten in Latin: 


Percnte 
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percute hic. Strike here. This Image 


- + after the death of the Philoſopher tobe 
_ fill a long time, and many great clarks 
came thether fo2 to read the ſuperſcrips 
tion that was on the finger, but none of 
+ the vnderſtode what it meant, whertoze 
there was great wandzing among the 
pecyie. And at the laſt a long time alter 


countries when ht ſaw this Image, he 
read the ſuperſcription. Strike here. 

And then vpon a dap when he ſaw the 
chadow of the hand, hee toke a mattock 
and bꝛake bp the ground vnder the hand 
where the ſhadom was, accoꝛding tothe 
bnderffanding of the ſuperſcription, and 
anon h& found an houſe all of Marble 
bnderneath the ground, wherein he ens 
tered and came info a hall, wherein her 


and fo great meruailes, that h neuer 
ſaw ne heard of ſuch, noꝛ ſo many bee- 
foze that time. At the laſt her ſaw a tas 
ble readp conered, and all manner of 
| things necefſary therto ſet therupon. He 
deheld farther and ſaw a Carbun cis in ir 
dhe hall that lightened all the houſe: 

— 


there came a ſtrange clarke out of farre 


found ſo much riches, ſo manp Jewels, 


4 - ar diuell which laith eyermoze ſriks 


The Hiſtory of 


Againſt this Carbuncle on the ofher ſide 
ftode a man holding in his hand a bow 
with an arrow ready to ſhot. The clark 
maruailed much when he ſaw all theſe 
things, and thonghf in himſelte, if that 3 
teli this foꝛth there will no man bclenue 
me, and thercfo:e J wil! haue ſomwhat 
of thele gods in token of prof. And with 
that her ſaw a knife of Gold vpon a ta» F. 
ble, the which hee toke and would haue 

put in his boſome. But anon the Archer 
(mote the Carbuncle and bꝛake it, wher⸗ 
with the whole honſe was ſhadowed e 
made darke. Ano when the clarke per- 
teiued it, he wept moꝛe bitferlp than a« 
ny man might think, foꝛ he knew not by 
what wap be might goe out, ſoꝛaſmuth 
as the honſe was made darke thzough 
the bꝛeaking of the Carbimcle. And that 
darkeneſſe abode ſtill foz euermoꝛe after. 
And ſo finiſhed the clarke his life there 
in that darkeneſſe. 


The Morall. 


Dire friends this Jmage ſo ſtanding 


* Geſta Romanorum. 
"here: That is to ſap, ſeæke alter Sms 
riches, and not foꝛ heanenly treaſure. 
This clarke that digged with the mat⸗ 
tocke, betokeneth the wicked wile men 
ol this world, as ſome enill diſpoſed ple⸗ 
Pers of the law, craftie atturnies ⁊ other 
Mvicked wozidlings that euer be ſmiting, 
what by right 2 what by wꝛong, ſo that 
Ethey map get the vanities of this wozld, 
in their (miting thep finde great wons 
ders 4meruailes,that is fo ſap, they find 
therein the delights of the woꝛld, wherin 
man men retopſeth. The carbuntle that 
| gineth light, is the pouth of man,which 
giueth hardines fo take their pleaſure in ) 
woꝛldly riches. The Archer with his ar⸗ F 
row is death, which laicth watch againſt 
man to flap him. The Clarke that toke 
vp the knife is enery wozldly man, that 
coueteth euer to haue all things at his 
will. 
\ Death ſmiteth the Carbnncle, that 
is to lap, vouth, ſtrength, and power of 
man, ⁊ then lyc'h he wzapved in darke⸗ 
nelle of ſinne.in which darkeneſſe often · 
Limes he dpeth. Therefoze Cndp wier 
& to fipe the wozld and his deliresf andy. 
G then 


. 5 : 
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men. 


The Argument. 
We are generally here put in minde,that 


vs as a tr anſgreſſor & is for our ſakes 


moreouer, content £0 ſuffer death for | 


our full Acne 
The ſeauenth Hiſtory. 


'N Rome dwelled ſometime a mighty 
Emperor named Titus, a wiſe man 


e a diſcreet, which oꝛdained in his daies 
ſuch a law. p what knight died in his em. 

pire, ſhould be bnried in his armour, and 
whoſoeuerpꝛeſumed to ſpoil anp knights 
armour after he were dead, he ſhould die 
nt any withſtanding oꝛ gaineſays 


eres 
that 


Ft befell after within few ye 


then ſhall we be ſare to win everlaſfing 
life, vnto the which Jeſu bzing vs all . 


the Diuell beſeeging the world, our 
| champion Chriſt Teſusis ready to rake 
our quarrel in hand, who defending & MW 
{auing vs fromthe inuaſion & circums W 
| vention of Sathan, is yet accurſed for 
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hat a citie of the Empire was beſcotꝭ 
ofkthe @mperozs enemies, wherfo2e that 
Ciitie was in danger of leſing, foꝛ none 
- ;that was within that citie might not des 
fend themſelues by ns manner of craft, 
# thcrefo2e great ſoꝛrow and lamentation 
was made tbꝛoughont all the Citie, 
Baut at the laſt within few dates thert 
tame to the Citte a poung Knight and. 


Armes, whom the wozthp men of the 
Cittie beholding and bönderſtanding his 
pꝛoweſſe, crped with one voice. O thon 
utds noble knight, wee beſech ther if it 
pleaſe thy woꝛthineſſe to help bs now at 
our molt nee, ide pe map ſe this Citie 
is in perill of Iſing. Tizen anſwearch 
he and ſaid: Ser vc not ſirs that J haue 
none armour, and if J had armour 1 
would gladly defend pour Citie. This 
bearing a mightie man of the citie ſaid 
ko him in ſecret wiſe, 

„Sir, here was ſometime a valiant 
Ekniaht which now is dead 4 buried with 
in this citie accoꝛding to the law, t it it 
pleaſe pou to take his armour pee might 
| defend this citic 4 deliver vs from perill, 
C. ans 


a well fanonred, baltaunt in feates k 


The Hiſtorie of 
and that ſhall be honour vnto pon and 
pꝛofit vnto the Empire. 

When the poung knight had heard 
this, he went to the graue and toke the 
armonr and araped himſelfe therewith, 
t fought mightely againſt his enemies, 
and at the laſt he obtained and had the 
victo2p,and deliuered the citie from pe⸗ 
rill. And when he had ſo done, he laid the 
Armaur againe in the graue. There 
were ſome men in the Citie that had 
great indignation and enup at him, be: j 
cauſe ha had obtained the victoꝛy and 
attuſed him to the iudge, laping thus. 
Sir a law was made by the Emperour 
that whoſoeuer diſpopler a dead night 
of his armonr ſhenld dye, this poung 
knight found a dead knight and toke a⸗ 
wap his armour, therefoꝛe wee beſe&ch 
{bz that thou pzocede in the Law a- 
gainſt him, as againlt him that hath ol⸗ 
fended the law. When the Juſtice heard 
this, hee made the Knight to bee taken 
- to be bzonght afoze him. And when 


& was examined of this treſpaſſe a⸗ 
gainſt the Law, be ſaid thus: Sir it is 
wꝛitten in the law, that of two harmes 

. the 


: Gefta Romanorutn, 
7 the leaſt is to bee choſen, it is not vn- 
7 knowen to pou that this Citie was in 
{© perill tobe sſt,and had J not taken this 
./ armour, J had neither ſaued pou ne the 
Citic, therefoze mee thinketh pee onght 
rather to hononr and eftceme me foꝛ this 


4 3 chamelniiy to repꝛoue mæ, foꝛ J am led 


- | god firs, an other reaſon J map lap fo2 
mine excuſe: He that ſtcaleth o; robbeth 
5 violently, purpoſeth nat to reſto2e that 
thing: that he robbeth: but it is not thus 
with me, fo2 though 2 tobe the ermout 
ef the dead knight fo2 your defence and 
fanegard-when 5 bad obtained ihe vic- 
toꝛie, 3 bare it againe to thr fame place, 
* ſo the dead Bnight hath that is his 
E $3724hc law. 
WM Chen ſaid the Juſtice a therfe that bꝛea⸗ 
eth a houle that her map ttcale 5 bears 
a ap ſuch as he map finde, and theugh 
be bzing againe that he hath taken; 4 
" aſke of ther if that the b2eaking of the 
houſe be lawfull o2 not. The Knight an⸗ 
\weared ſomtime 5 bꝛeaking of an houſe 
1 be god, wheras it is madc i ible 
C. i. place 
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god derde that J haue done, than thus 


as her that is ready to be hanged, Alſo 


neo * 


_— 


The Hife of 


place which ſhould canſe the Lozd of 
the honſe to make his wal ſlronger, that 
the theues after that bꝛeake not bp fo:ce 
the wals ſo lightly in auoyding of moze 
harme. 

Then ſapde the Juſtice, ik the bꝛeak⸗ 
ing of the houſe be god, neuerthelelle in 
that bzeaking, violence is done fo the 
2.02d of the houſe. And ſo though thou 
didſt goe with the armour of the dead 
- Knight, neuertheleſſe thou didſt wꝛong 
fo the dead Knight in taking awap his 
Armour. The Knight ſaid, J haue fold 


great godneſſe commeth, onght not to 
be called harme, but it ſhoald rather be 
called god: Fo? that if an houſe with? 
in the citie were on fire and beganne to 
burne, it were moze better fo thꝛow it 
to the ground, and thꝛer oꝛ foure honſes 
therbp, then thep ſhould all be ſet on fire 
alſo, wherebp all the Citie might be 
bꝛent. Right fo if the Armour of the 
dead knight had not bene taken, the ci⸗ 
tie and pe all had bene loff. 


And when the Juſtice heard that, be an?: 
| weared # 
| 1 2 1 


pou that of tmo harmes, the leaſt is to, 
: be choſen, à that harme where thzough! | 


a on Þ 65 
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to the Citie, is our Lozd Jeſu Chziſt, 
which had not the armour of humani⸗ 


Geſta Romanorum. 13 7; 22 £7 
| fwercyh ſo well and ſo reaſonablp; he DE 
* migdt glue no iudgement againſt him. 


ut he the which had acculed this knight 
ſlew him, fo? whoſe death there was 


great weeping th2oughout all the Citte, | 


and his body was honourably buried in 
a new tombe. 


The Morall. 
Dre friendes, ſhe Emperour is 


Ez the Father of Heaven, and this Cittie 


is the wozld,the which is beſieged of the 


Dinell and deadly ſin: And as many as 
were within the Citie, were all in perill 


to ber loft. This young knight that came 


fie till he went to the graue, that is 
to ſap, to the wombe of the glozions 
Utrgin Mary: by the annunciation of 
the Angell, W The holy Ghoſt ſhall 
light in thee, &c. Loe thou ſhalt conceive 
and beare a ſon. And thus in the wombe 
of the Virgin he toke the armour of 
the dead knight, that is to ſay, he toke 


C. ii. and 


the manhode of Adam our fozefather, 


The Hiſtory of 
and laned the Citie, that is, the woꝛio 
with mankinde from pcrill, by his bleſs, 
ſed paſſion that he ſuffercd on tbe troſſe, 
and that he put the armour againe into 
the graue when his bleſſed body was 
burped, but the citizens enuied him, that 


is to ſap, the Tewes of jury accuſed him 
to Pilate,and laped the law againff him, 


ſaping, If thou ſolfer him thus, thoù art 
not Cæſars friend. we haue a 1. ang af- 
ter the Law he ought to dye. ohn. 19, 12 
And thus our 1.020 Jeſu Chailf of his 
enemies mas condemned to the death 
of the Croſſe, and after aſtended bp to 
Heauen,where our Lozyfcln bing vs 
all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The fornication of wicked worldly men 
is here detected by the providence of 
God, and by his gratiovs fauour the fin- 
ner is deliu ered out of the thraldome of 
fin vnto the libertie of life euer laſing. 


The eight Hiſtory. 
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ſhould be calf into perpetuail pꝛiſon. 
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Here raigned ſometime in Rome 
a mightie Emperour and a wiſe 
named Betolde, which oꝛdained a 
lam that what moman were taken in 
adultry her huſband being a line ſh 


There was that time a knight that had 
a faire Ladp to his wife, which commits 
fed adultry, her huſband. being a line, 
and was with Childe, therefdꝛe by the 
law the was put in pꝛaon, where with 
in ſhozt time atter ſhe was delivered 
of a faire Donne. The Childe grew bp 


daily wept bitterly. And when the child 
heard this, he laid to his mother: O mo» 


ther why werpe pee thus, and foꝛz what 


cauſe are pou thus perplexed. Then ſaid 
his mother, O my ſ werte ſonne, haue 
great cauſe to mourne, and thou alſfo,foz 
aboue our heads is people walking, and 
the Sunne ſhineth in clerreneſſe, ꝛ great 


lolate haue all men that are abone vs, 


and wier ber heb re continually in ſuch 
darknes that J may not ſe& th me thou 


ene, alas that euer A conteined thee. 
Cut. The” 


till he was ſeauen yere old; his mother 


N 
1 
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$ Chen ſaid the Sonne, ach cop, neſach 
: light as pou ſpakt of ſaw 4 neuer, foz 4 
was bozne here in this darkneffe, theres 


fo2e if J had meat & d2inck enough here 
mould J liue all y dapes ol my life, ther⸗ 
foe mother werpe pe not, but ſhow mee 
ſolace. This lamentation that was be⸗ 
twe&ne the mother and the ſon, heard the 
4 Emperours ſteward that ode aboug 
7 their heads, whereof hee had great tom⸗ 
| paſſion went bntd the Emperour, and 


kneeling, beeſonght him ok his grace, . + 
that the mother and the ſon might be de- _ | 
liuered out ok pꝛiſon. The Emperour 
as a mercifull Lozd graunted that they 
Chould be delivered, Neaertheleſle if they 
trcſpaſſe ſo in time to come, they ſhonld 
be puniſhed with double paine, & after 
that thep were delivered, this woman 
ended her lite in that citie toyfullp, 


The Morall. 
Dereſfriends, this Emperour is the 
Father dk heanen that made this Law, 
that what maried woman, that is to ſap, 
what ſoule that is eſpouſed fo the Lozd, 
ad "_ ͤ„— abultrp,tyati is to (ap, 
doth 


i barred from light, that is to ſap, from the 
# top of heanen, Her ſon that deſire meat 
e dꝛinck, are the wealthy wicked wozlds 
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doth woꝛſhip ſtrange gods, chould be caſt 


in pꝛiſon ok hell, therefoꝛe the ſinfull ſoule 
bath great cauſc to weepe, fo2 ſhe is des 


lings of this wozld, that ſay to the pꝛe⸗ 
lates ofthe Church, e fo the Pꝛeachers 
that pꝛeach vnto them y ioies ofheaucn, 
that while we map line and haue all the 
folace of the woꝛld, we deſire none other 
heauen. The ſteward that heard their las 
mentation is our loꝛd Jeſus. that knows 
eth all the pꝛiuities of our ſoꝛrowlull and 
repentant hearts, fo2 our ſins beſought 
the Father of Beanen fo2 vs, that wee 
might be deliuered from the pꝛilon of 
ſinne, and that we might come to enero 
laſting life, to the which bzing vs all 
our Lozd Jeſus. Amen. 


The Argument, 


Chriſt proclameth the ioyfull. feaſt 
of heauen,wherein the Lambe, chart is, 
the poore Preachers of the Goſpel), 
hauing their ſight or knowledge in 

7 C. v. Gods 


Art teme dat hall we doe? Then ſaid 


The Hiſtory of 
Gods word, ſupported of the Llinde + 


lay tie, and each doe mutually comfort 
orher, till they approach vnto the pro- 
claimed teaſl of pei petuall fehicitie. 


The ninth Hiſtory. 


Ometimo in Rome dwelt an Empe: | 


all other things was mercikull. This 
Emperour pzoclatmed th2oughont all 
his Empire a great feaſt, and that We 
and rich Gould come to his feaſt: And | 
who fo euer came to that feaſt ſhould þ 
not onelp bee well fed, but alſo he ſhould 
haue great giftes. Ihen ; the Herawld 
had warned all manner of men to tome 
to this feaſt, at that time there was two 


noꝛe men lping by the wap, the one was 


lame, and the other was blinde. Alas 
and woe fo bs both how ſhall we do, fo: 
the Emperonr hath pꝛoclaimed a feaſt e 


whoſoever commeth there ſhall not one⸗ 
Iy be well fed, but alſo he ſhall haue 


great gifts, and J am blinde, and thou 


the 


rour named Pompey, which aboue 
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the ame men to the blinde man. ſhall 
tell ther god connſe!l, ir thon wilt doe 
after me, thou ſhalt let fo2 nothing, J 
am lame and feeble and may not goe.nes 


and ſtrong and maieſt not ſe, take thou 
mee vpon thy back and beare mer. and 
A JF ſhall leade the the right wap, & thus 
* ſhall we both come to the Emperours 
| feaſt. Then ſaid the blinde, after thy 
tountell let vs doe, tome on mp back ano 
'J ſhall beare thœ, and thou ſhalt lead mg 
the right way, and ſo they did that they 
came both tothe feaſt, and receiued great 
rewards and giftes among other men. 
And thus ended their lives in peace. 


he Morall. 

Dere friends this Emperour is our 
Sauiour Jeſt Chꝛiſt that pꝛoclaimeth a 
feaſt that is fo ſap, the iopes of Heauen 
vnto the which ioyes he called all man⸗ 
kinde, and fozſaketh no man that will 
come vnto him This lame man betoke⸗ 
neth the pooze Piniſters of the Goſpeil, 


by the pʒouidente of God. and this blind f 
mer 


"which wanting wozldly pleaſrres, line 3 
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man betokeneth the lap men which 
knoweth the right wap to heauen. It be⸗ 
boueth that y blind men, to wit. the lay 
men to beare the lame men, that is to 
ſap, the Piniſters of the Goſpell, ſuſtai⸗ 
ning and feeding them with the dneties 
of the Church, then the ÞPiniſters in 
Gods caule,are bound to teach and to 
enloꝛme vs the wap to heaven, whereas 


we ſhall not onelp haue a feaſt; but alſo 


great reward and top, bnto the which 
God bztng vs all. Amen. 
The Argument. 


Heaven and hell are here compared 


to two cities, to thele cities are two con- 
trary wayes, to heauen (which is the Citie 
of all heauenly treaſure and felicitie) is a 
varrow, crooked, craggie and painefull 
way hauing three enemies, the Diuell, the 
world, and the fleſh. To hell, (being the 
Citie or ſinck of forrow or ſadneſſe) a 
tayre way, broad, plaine, aud eaſie, hauing 
three guides, to wit, pride of life, couetile 
of the eyes, concupiſcence of the fleſh. 
The tenth Hiſtory. 
me time in Rome dwelt an Empe- 
+” rour named Folliculus, the which 


tes oo. ts. A. DA.. 4 ae Res... et. = 


woas right wiſe, mercifull t rightfull in 
all his wozkes. This Emperour builded 
in the Gaſt a noble Citic, wherein hee 


and full of bzambles and ſharp thoꝛnes, 
© '£ght with them that would come to that 


tat whoſoener onercame theſe knights 
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put all his treaſure and pꝛetious ſtones 


end riches to be kept. 


Unto this Citie the way was fony 


and the knights were armed readp to 


Citie. Therfoꝛe the Emperonr oꝛdained 


Goald enter the citie, 4 take at his will 
of the Emperours treaſure. After that, 


this Emperour did make in the Poꝛth 


welt, a citie wherein he oꝛdained all mas 
ner of paive, tozmenting, ſozrow + miſ- 
chiefe, foꝛ malefactoꝛs, to the which was 
a bꝛoad wap, very delectable, growing 
full of Roſes and faire Lillies, and in that 
way were thꝛer knights, euer wapting 
if any man came towards the Citie ot 
the Noꝛth, to ſerue him with all manner 
ot dclicates and neceſſarp pꝛouiſion. 
And if it koꝛtune anp man to enfer 
within that citie, the cuſtome was ſach 
that the people would take & binde him 
hand and fte, and caſt him in pꝛiſon, 
there 


J ID Co Oe eee prnnwens - 


| 
| 


| 


| xight well all that pe ſap, whrrefoze 
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ther fo abide the comming of the inffice. 


TW hen this was cried th2ouohout all 
the Cmpire, there were two Knights 
dwelling in a Citie there beſide one nas 
med lonathas, who was a wiſe man, the 
other hight Pirhus which was a fole, ne⸗ 
uerthelelle there had continned between 
them great loue. This lonathas ſaid to 
Pyrhus Deere friend there is a common 
try, made throughout all lands, that the 
Empcrour hath made a citie in the Eaff 
wherin he hath put all his tresſure, and 
wholoever map enter that Citie, ſhall 


take of the treaſure what he lift, therfaze 


my counlell is that we goe to that citie, 
Then ſaid Pyrhus thp counſcil is god, 
and J deſire thee to fulfill it. 

The wiſc Knight laid, if it be ſo that 
thou wilt follow my counſel, J p2ap thee 
that faithfull friendſhip map continue 
b:tweene vs, and 18 foken of loue that 
thou wilt dzinck mp blood. and 3 ſalt 
d2INch thine, that none of vs depart ne 
faile other in this iour nep. 

The foliſh Anight ſatd it pleaſeth me 


thep wece both letten blod, and each of 


them 
. 
Te 5 
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them dzanck others blood. | 
| When this was done, they went fozth 

„together on their iournep, and whin 
they had gone th:& dapes iournep tos 
wards the Citie where the Zreaſure 
was, thep came fo a place, where was 
two wapes, one was ſharpe,ſtony and 
full ot thoznee,the other way was plain 
and faire, and fall of ſwetnefle, ano de⸗ 
© lights. Ten laid the wiſe Lnight to 
4 Hisfellow. Deere friend here are tws 
wapes one ſharpe and thoꝛnp, neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe if wee goe this way we ſhall come 
to this Citie that is ſo rich, and there 

fall we haue that me deſire. 
CTben ſaid the folich knight to bis iel. 
low, J wonder greatly at pon that vou 
fpeake ſuch things, fo2 J will rather be⸗ 
lene mine epes then pour wo2ds, I ſee 
here openlp, and ſo doe pe. that here 
is a hard way and full of thoꝛncs, and 
as J haue heard ſap there be the 
Champions armed in this wap : ready 
to fight againſt all men that goe that 
wap towards the Citie of the Caſt, 
and therefoze J will not goe that way, 
But * (as pe may le) another wap 
plzine 
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and bound and caſt in pꝛiſon 


manner of things that was neceſſary to 


The Hiſtory of "* 
plaine and eaſte to walke in, and this 1 


bg there are th:&e Knights ready ts 


ſerne bs and giue bs all maner of things 
neceſſary ts bs, 4 therefoze by this wap 
will J goe and not by that other wap. 
Zhen ſapde the wiſe Knight, certainely 
if we goe by that way, we ſhall bee led 
into the Citie of the Nozth, wherein 

there is na mercy, but perpetuall pajne # 
and ſozrow,and there ſhall we ber taker 1 


Certainly ſaid the ſ@liſh knight;this 7: 
wap is the ready wap, and as 3 U 
lene it is moze pꝛoſitable then the other 
wap. Zhen went they both f&o3th the 
faire wap, and anone th:& knights met 
with them, which receined them curte» | 
ouſlp fo2 one night, and gaue them all 


them. And on the moꝛrow they toe 
their iournep fozth toward the citie, and 
when thep were within the citte, anon 
the Emperours officers met with them 
and ſaide : dere friends whp come pee 
hether, inſomnch that pe know the law 


ofthis citie is ſo cruell of long time here 


befoze, ſwthip ye ſhall bee ſerued now 
after 


* Geſta Romanorum. 2.4 
. after the Law. Anon chep toke the wiſe 
night and bound him and put him in 
pꝛiſon, and after that thep toke the fo⸗ 
1 lich knight and bound him faſt and caſt 
him into a ditch. Sone after it befell that 
Ithe Joffice came to the Citie to giue 
iudgement on them that had treſpaſſed 
the law, and anon all the pꝛiſoners were 
# b:anght fo:th befoꝛe the Juſtice, among 
4, whom theſe two knights were bought 
©, fozth, one from pꝛiſon, & the other from 
the ditch. Then ſaid the wiſe Linight to 
| the Juſtice : Kenerent Lozd, J comes 
plaine of mp fellow that is giiftc of mp 
death, ſoꝛ when we two came to the two 
waies whereof the one ledde to the Ci⸗ 
| tte m the Caſt, and the ather to this 
| Citie, I fold him all the pertil af this 
Cuie, and the reward of that other Ci⸗ 
ie, and he would not beleue m@, and 
ard fo me in this wile,J belcue mine 
obne epes better then thy woꝛdes, and 
becauſe he was my fellow. J would not 
- lette him gde olone in this way, and 
thus came J with him, wherefoze de is 
the tanſe of my death Then ſai: the fo». 
Iſh night, 3 complaine that he is the 
D. kauſe 
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cauſe of mp death,foz it is not bnkyow- 
en to you all that Jam a fole,and been. 
wiſe man, and therefoꝛe he ſhovld not ſo 
lightly haue followed my follp,fo2 if her 


had fozlaken his wap, 3 ſbonld haue fol ⸗ 


lowed him, and therefoꝛe he is cauſe of | 
my death. Then laid the Juſtice to the 

wite knight, becauſe that thou with all 
thy wiſedome and great vnderſtanding 
ſo lightly tonſented e followed the will 
of the folc and his foliſh woꝛkes, thou © 


fle becauſe that thou wouldeſt not do 


after the counſell ne fulfflf the wholeſom 
woꝛds of the wiſe man e bel&ne him, 1 
giue iudgement that pe both bee hanged 
fo2 your treſpaſſe, And lo it was done, 
whercefo2e all men pꝛaiſed greatly the 
Julfice fo2 his diſcreet iudgement. 


The Morall. 


Dexre friends this Emperour is al⸗ 
mightie God, and in the Eaſt is the Ct- 
tie of Heauen, wherein is treaſure inft: 
nife. And vnto this Cifte is a hard way 
and ful of thoꝛnes, that is to ſap, the way 
of repentaunce, by the which way — 

c 


4 Gefta Noche, 
eb walketh, fo2 it is hard and ſtrait ac* 


- £o2bing fo hop Sttipture, ſaping thus: 


Ftrictaeſt via quæ ducit ad vitam. It is a 


> ſcraight way that leadeth to eucriatting 


- life. 


In this way are th:& arnied knights; 
that is to ſap; the Dꝛuell, the wozlo,and 
the fleſh, with whom it. behoueth vs tb 


fight.and'to abtaine the vigo2p, o2 wet 


may come to heaucn. The lecond CTitie 
that is in the Nozth, is hell, and fo this 
accozdeth Scripture, ſaving thus. Ab 
aquilont poitdetur onine malum. Dut 
bf the Nozth commeth all cuill. Cer⸗ 
tainety to this Citie is the wap plaine 
and bioad, and walled abont on every 
fide with all maner of delicates,wherfoze 

manp men walk by this wap. The (h:& 
Bnights that gineth tocucrp man going 
this way what thing them nerdeth. are 
thele : 32ide oflife, couctoninefe of the 
eies, concupiſcente ofthe fle h, in which 


thꝛet d wꝛetched man great ip d clighte'h, 


e at the laſt they lrad him to hell. T7%ig 
witfte Knight betokeneth the lor le, the 
foliſh knight betakeneth the fleſh. the 
which is alway feliſh,and at ali ſimes 

Du ready 


ſhall cendemne the Soule, becauſe ſhe 


foze ict vs — fo tame our fleſh, that 
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readp fo doe enill. Theſe two are kei⸗ 


lowes and knit in one,foz either of them 3 
d2incke others blood, that is fo ſap, thep 


ſhall dꝛinck of one cup, eyther of toy 02 


paine ſhall they hane after the day of 


dome. . 
The ſonle chaſeth the wap of repen⸗ 
faunce,and in as much as ſhe may, ſh& 


ſtirreth the fleſh to doe the ſame. But 


thef*th never thinketh what ſhall teme 
after, and therefozeſhe gocth inthe des © | 


lights of this wozld, g flyeth the delight 


of repentance. And thus the ſonle after 
the death is caſt into hell, and the fleſh 
is caſt into the ditch, that is to ſap, ins 
ta the graue. But then the Jaſfice como 
meth,that.is our Lozd Feſu Chꝛiſt, at 

the day of dome, to indge all manhod. 
Then the Soule ſhall cemplaine vpon 
the fleſh, and the fleſh vpon the HSaule. 
But when the Juſtice that will not ben 
deceined neither by p2aper ne bp paice, 


followed .the frailty of fieſh, and alſo 


he ſhall condemne the fleſh becauſe if 


would not bel&ne the Soule, where- 


we 
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we may obey God, and then ſhall wer 1 
baue euerlaſting life. Unto the which 
bꝛing vs qur L. 62D Jeſus C21. Amen. 


= Argument, 


T The Soule of man being poſſeſſed in 
the princely territory of aradiſe, was 
by the Diuell prouoked to fin againſt 
her creator. and for the ſame — 
ſion ſo being thence into this wide 
world exiled : toſt that her heritage: 
But by Chriſts precious death and 
paſsion was reſtored vnto a more hap- 
Pic n of n kelicitie. =D 
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a mightie Emperour named 
Frederick, which had no childzen 
ſane one onclp daughter, to whom this 
Emperour after his deceaſe bequenthed 
all his Empire This ondertkanding alt 
Earle that dwelt there : beſide, tame 
vnto this poung Lady and woed hen, 
D. ih. and 


Ter dwelled ſometime in Rome 
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and pꝛonoked her to ſinne all that he 
might, wherefoze:this young Ladp in 
ſho:t pꝛoteſſe ol time enclined to the 
Earle, and this Carle anon lay with 
her, and defiled her, and after that hee 
departe3 from her heritage, and crilcd. 
her out of her Empire, whercfo2e (hee 
made great 'amentation, and fled vn⸗ 
to a realme there beſide, whereas ſhet 
baily wept and mourned. It beefell af- 
ter on a day that while ſhe ſat maurning 
by the hie wap fide, there tame riding 
by her a faire young knight vpon a god 
hoꝛſe, which came towards her g great 


pate, and berp curfeouſly ſaluted ber, and 


al ked the cauſe whp ſhe mourned ſo ſoz. 
Then anſwered ſhe and ſaid,Pp reue⸗ 
rend Loꝛd, J am an Emperours daughs 
ter deſcended of royail blod, mp father 
is dead which left me all his Emppꝛe 
beecanſe her had none other heire, and 
alter bis deceaſe an Earle there beſide 
deteiucd ime, defloured mp Utrgipttie, 
and aſter that, hee put me violentlp out 
ef mine heritage, ſo that now J am faine 
to beg my bꝛrad from doze to doe, and 

* is the ain ol. my ſozroly. | 
Then 
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Then ſaid the Bnight, faire Damſell 
J haue great ctompaſſion on fhy beautie 
and on thp gentleneſſe, therefoze if thou 
wilt graunt mer one thing, J ſhall fight 
fo: ther againſt the Earle, and J pꝛoteſt 
vnto the the purchaſe of vidozp. 
LCThen laid ſhe, alas god ſir, I baue 
nothing that J map gine bnto pon but 
my lcife.And 3 al ke no moze of thee ſaid 

the knight, but that thou wouldeſt be my 


Chen ſaid ſh&.Kenerend ſir, tbat J will 
doe gladlp, and moꝛe if J might. 

Then ſapde the knight, 3 will that 
thou doe ſoꝛ me nothing, but if it foz- 
tune ma to dpe in the fight fo2 ther, and 
obtaine the br ood thou ſhalt take mp 
blodp ſhirt, and hang it vpon a beame 
in thy chamber, and this thon ſhalt doe 
fo; two things. The firſt is, that when 


” halt wepe fo: mie. The ſecond is, that 


what ſo euer man come to woe the fo 


bee bis wife,thou ſhalt then haſtelp run 
vnto thy chamber and behold mp blo- 


die ſhirt, and thinke hartely within thy 


elſe thus. 
D.i(lt. The 


wife and loue no man ſo much as mee. 


ſo ener thou behouldeſt the ſhirt, thon 
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The Hiſtory of 

The Lo2d of this ſhirt bped fo2 mp lons 
in battell, the which reconered mp heri⸗ 
tage, God foꝛbid that J chould take any 
other man after his death Then ſajd ſhe 
Keuerend fir. all this ſhall J fulM1 by 
the grace of God. And when the kinght 
heard this, he aailed ts fight againſt 
the ſaid Earle and obtained the victozie, 
and the Earle was ouertome and fled 2 
and this young Lady was bzonght and 
reteiued againe into her heritage. 
Neuertheleſſe the Knight was dead⸗ 

ly wounded in that battell, whereofhe 
dped, but o2 hö dped he bequnethed his 
bloody ſhirt onto this Damtell, deſiring 
her to Tipe her pꝛomiſe Whe this pong 
lady heard ofhis death, ſhe wept ſoze # 
made great lamentation foz bis death. 
And in his ſhirt was tüningly wꝛonght 
this verſe. Thinke on him and haue in 
ſminde: that to thee was ſo kinde. Anon 
when ſhe had reccined the ſhirt che bang⸗ 
ed it vpon a beame in her chamber, and 
as oftentimes as ſhe beheld it ſh& wept 
Hifterlp.3t befell not long after that the 
fates of the Empire came to her 4 deſt⸗ 
red her to take a hul band. But then ſhe 
went 


Geſta Romanorum. 22 
Went to her chamber and beheld the blo» 
dy ſhirt, then wared ſhe (02rdWulland | 

ſaid offentunes woe and alas thou fuffe- 
redſt death fo2 my lone, and thou alſo re- 
coueredſt agatnie mine heritage. God fozs 
bid that J [Hovld take any other mom, 
mde bat they: End thus ſhe anſwered e⸗ 
uerp than that'tane fo her, and ſo thep 


went awap diſapdinted of their purpole, 
and ended ye life in peace and red. ; 


The Morall. 

Dere friends this Empersur is the 
father bf heawen, und his dackiÞiter is the 
ſonle bf man, made to the Nmhllifobe' of 
God, to whoni god ganee brqaethesthe 
Empite bf Patadiſe. Bat there rhe ag 
Earle,that is the Diuell, + pzda6ked her 
to ſin, when He eate of the apple, and late 
to her thus. In what honre pe eate of 
the apple, pe ſhall be like Gods, wheres 
foe we bꝛeaking Gods commandement 
we were all exiled ont of Paradiſe, and 
chaled to the realme of this woꝛld, Here 
to line in great wzetthednes: like as the 
pal. faith: I x /zdore lent tui. In the feat 
of thy face thou ſhalt cate thy bread. 


D. b. But 


man, that is to ſap, the Dinell oz anp 


= 


The Hiſtory of 
Wut then came a faire poung knight 
and a ſtrong. that is to ſap, our Lozd Je⸗ 
ſu Chꝛiſt, which had compaſſion vpon 
mankind,taking bpon him our fleſh and 
our blod,naue battaile ts the Dinell and 
auertame him, and thus wan her againe 
our heritage. Cherloꝛe let vs doe as this 
young Ladp did, lap wee bp this blodp 
irt, ihat is to ſay,the mmbe of the paſ- - 
ſton of Chꝛiſt on the beame of our hart, 
and thinke we how our loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
Ged his pꝛetious blod fo vs. And ił any 


ather would tir vs fo ſinne, anon think 
wie of the paſſion of Chꝛiſt, and ſap wee 
thus. J ſhall take none other but ther 
which haft ſhed thy blod fo2 mee, and 
thus ſhall we win kuerlaſling life. Unts 

the which God bꝛing vs all. 


. The Argument. 


Wee are here generally aduertiſed of 
honouring the Sabboth day, how for 
the redeeming of time to Lee occu- 

pied in Ghoſtly contemplation profi- 


table 


Beſta Romanorum. 29 
table to the ſoule and body. The 
Preachers of Gods word oft time for 
ſaying truth purchaſe inconuenience, 
it wee e beſtow our talents 1n the am- 
plyfying of Faith,and furthering one 
another with good workes : wee ſhall 
then inherite the truition of cternall 


bleſsing prepared for the Ele& of 
Chyilt Ieſus. 


The 12. Hiſtory. 


Ometime dwelt in Rome a mightie 
) Emperoz named Appolonius Which 
oꝛdained fo2 a law that every man 
bpon paine of death ſhould telebzate the 
dap of his natinitie. This Emperour 
called to him a clarke that hight Virgil, 
and laid. Pp deere malter,there ban ma- 
ny hainous offences done in my Empire 
contrarp to the Law, therefoze J pap 
ther that thou by thy cunning mould 
make ſome craft wherebp J map know 
who treſpaſſeth againſt the law pꝛiuely 
02. appertiy. 

Then ſaid Vireill.Pp renerend Lo2d 
pour * ſhall be done. Anon this Vr 


gill 
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The Hiſtory of 
ei]! thꝛodgh his craft made an Image, 
in the midſt of the titie of Rome, which 


denounted and told the Emperoꝛs mel⸗ 
ſengcrs who treſpeſſed againſt the law, 


and who not. There was at that time 


dwelling in the Citie of Rome a Smith 
that hight Focus, which foz nothing 
would ceiebzafe the natinitie of the ECm⸗ 

perour. It beefell vpon a night as the | 
Leith lap in his bed,he thought vpon fhe 
Image that had actuſed manp men bee» 
koze, and dꝛeaded leaſt the Image would 
attuſe him, wherefozehe aroſe and went 
f6 the z mage and ſaid. J make a bon to 
God if tho accuſe me, ⁊ ſhall bꝛeake thy 
head. And when he had thus ſaid, he went 
home Ehe Emperour on the mozrow 


after fallowing ſent his meſſẽgers to the 
AItmage (as befo2e times he was artuſto⸗ 


mied)te know and vnderſtand who had 
tteſpaſſed againſt the law. And to hem 
then laid the image, lift vp your eies and 
>&hold tohat is engranen in mp foze⸗ 
head. And then they loked vp and faty 
this poſie witten. Tempora nnitantur 
homines detertorantur. Times bi chen; 


ged and men become wohſedind we. 


Foz | 


Geſta Romanorum. 30 
Pooꝛ who will (ap the truth ſhall haue 
his head bzoken,therefoze goe pe tozty 
to pour Lo2d and tell him all that pe 
haue read e ſeene The meſſengers went 
fath and tolde the Emperour all that 

they had heard and ſ&ne. 

Then laid the Emperour arme pour 
ſelues and goe to the Image, and if thaf 
pou find any man that haue mentioned 
02 thꝛeatned to hurt the Image, binde 
him hand and fote 4 bꝛing him vnto me. 
Then went the meſſengers fo:th fo the 
Image and ſaid fo it. Tell vs the truth if 
anypaman haue thzeatned the, and wee 
ſhall 2wenge the anon. Then ſapd the 
Image. Take the Smith Focus, foꝛ het 
is the man that will not bonour the nas 
tinitie of the Emperour: ſfraight way 
the meſſengers led fo2th the Smilh bee- 
foe the Emperout and therenpon exa⸗ 
mined him whp he kept not the dap of 
the Emperours natinitie, in reverence E 
Honour acco2ding to the law: Then an- 
ſwered the ſmith 4 ſaid -Renerent 192d, 
J beſech pon that ver will heare mine 
excuſe, and if J anſ meare not reaſona⸗ 

9 to all manner of points that — 
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The Hiſtory of | 
will aſke mer, J will peld me fully to 
pour grace. Then ſaid the Emperour, F 


ſhall here th&, and that is rightfull 1 


{hall doe. Then ſaid the Smith, It beho- 
neth mer to haue bin. d euerp dap in the, 
werke, à that J cannot get without great 
labour, and therefoꝛe J map in no man⸗ 
ner wiſe kepe that dap holy day moze 
than other dapes: Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
perour. Why behoneth it the to dane 


theſe viy. d. Then (aid the Smith, J am 


bound to pap daplp h. d. and ij. d 1 
lend, and ij. d. J lle, and ij d. J ſpend. 
Then ſaid the Emperour tell mee moꝛe 


erpꝛellp of theſe viij. d. Then ſayd the 
Smith: J am bound euer dap to pay þ 


ij. d. ko my Father, fo2 when J was 
poung, my Father ſpent on mee ij.d.dai⸗ 
lie, and therefoꝛe am J bound fo helpe 
him and pap him againe his if.v.fo2 his 
ſuſtentation. Alſo ij. d. J leaſe on mp 
wife. Then ſaid the Emperdur wp lees 
ſeſt thou that ij. d. on thy wife - Then 
ſayd hee, where ſaw pe euer woman buf 
ſho& had one of theſe pointes, epther ſh& 
is wilfull, oꝛ contrarp to her huſband, 


92 hotte of complection; and 3 
tha 


+: 


Geſta Romanorum. 317 
chat 2 gine her J leſe. Alſo ij. d. J lend 
to my ſon, wher with he is ſuſtained, that 
when J come to age x pouertie, hee map 


pap me againe ij. d. like as J doe my fa- 
ther. Alſo J ſpend tj. d. on my ſelle in 
meat and dzinck, & that is little enongh. 

Then ſaid the Emperour thou haſt an⸗ 
 ſwered well and wiſelp. ot long after 

it befell that the — died, E this 
Ss Smith Focus was choſen to ber Empe⸗ 
rour becauſe he ſpent his viij.d.ſo wiſely 


and ſo pzofitably, and thus he ended his 


| — in — and reſt. 
The Moral. 
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Dere friends this Emperour is our 
bleſſed Santonr Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which oꝛ⸗ 
dained bp his holy law that euery man 
ſhould kepe his holp Saboth dap. 
This Virgill that made this Image 
is the holp Gholt, which eftabliſhed a⸗ 
| Mong vs, Pꝛeachers, to feach vertnes, 
and to rep2one bices, and that ſhoule 
not ſpare thepaze neither the rich. But 
now it a Pꝛeacher would ſap the truth 
aganitany man, anon he thalbc th:ca- 
tened 
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he Hiſtory of 5 
fened of the enemies of Cheiſt, that is 


to ſap, by eutil men that neither lone 


God noz man, wherefoze the P:eacher 
map ſap now a dapes that poſte which þ 
was witten in the foꝛchead of py Jmage. | 
Times beene chaunged from good to ill. 
and men become daily worte: * who ſo 
would ſay the truth now a dayes ſhall 
have his 1 broken. Theeefoze it is 
neede they be armed, that is fo ſap, that 
euerp Pꝛeacher be armed with vertuous 
examples of their gad life toinatds o · 
ther, and then it needeth not to dꝛead . in⸗ 
lomuth that they haue the truth of God 
to ſtand by them, accoꝛding to the Apo⸗ 
tles ſaping, di Deus nobiſcum, quis con- 
tra nos. If god be with vs who is againſt 
bs. By this ſmith Focus is vnderftode 
euerp god Cbꝛiſtian man, which dayly 
ſhould ſpend his time in warp reds 
ming euerp hourts trauaile with ſome 
pꝛofit co2pe2all and ſpꝛirituail, and then 
engbt be !o bee pꝛeſented befo2e the hegs 
nenly Emperour. This t ocus paid .d. 
to his father, æ ſo wer ſhould pay to our 
Father of Heauen. u. d. that is ta ſay. 
donour and louc. J oꝛ when we wire the 

childꝛen 


Geſta Romanorum, - 
rhild2en of wꝛetchednes and put in bon⸗ 
dage, almighty God lent downe to the 
karth his (onne to redeeme bs accozding 

to D. lohn the Evangeliſt ſaping: Deus 
diiexit mundum vt fiſium ſuum vnigini- 
tum daret pro mundo. God loueth the 
wozld ſo gil that he would gine his 
onelp (on to2 the ſaluation of the wozld. 
Alſo this Focus lent ij. d. to his ſon, that 
is to ſay. euery Chaiſtian man ought to 
lend to þ ſon of god gur loꝛd Chꝛiſt Jeſu 
g ⁰ firme faith « truitfull god wozks 4 
" dreds in our life, and he will repay bs ae 
gaine ai p day ot dome with his heaucn- 
iy mercie when ſoule ⁊ body ſhalbe gloꝛi · 
- ied, 2 in that he is our hꝛother, it map 
well ve pꝛoued by thu tert of Ela ſaping 
thus. Puer natus eſt nobis &c. A thilo is 
bozne to vs This Focus loſſ ii. b. on his 
wife Thy wife betokeneth the fleſh bp5 
whom thou loſt it. d. that is, vnlawfuil 
toue and conſent to ſin,fo2 mhy⸗; the fleſh 
is conttarp ta the ſpirit, 2 euer ts ready 
to harme. This Focus allo ſpent ii.d.on 
him elfe, that is, by the fi ff penny p 
chall vnderfand penance done in which 
the lonle greatip deliahteth in heauen, 

E. and 
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The Hiſtory of 

and there is gloꝛiſied. And by the ſecond 
pennie we ought to vnderffand the ſted⸗ 
faſt perſeuerance in amendement of life, | 
fo hee that abideth vnto the end ſhall be 


ſaued. And who that ſpendeth well theſe 


two pente, ſhall obfaine enerlaſting life. 
Unto the which bꝛing vs our Lo2d Je⸗ 
ſu Chzilk. Amen. 


The. Argument. 


Man being blind through fin, and either 
by infirmitie of frail fleſh or ſuggeſti- 
on, treſpaſsing with euil and led com- 
pany, though God of his mercy be fa- 
uourable vnto him in his life time by 
reaſon of the foreſaid reſpects, yet if he 
accuſtomablie walke himſelfe to the 
drinke of this worldly wickedneſſe, his 
wiltull blindnes ſhall not there excuſe ' 
Jum, but accuſe him in the day ofiudge- 

ment moſt grieuouſly to haue offen- 
ded God in abuſing his mercie offe- 
red, and therfore leaſt worthie to haue 
the reward of the ſimple ſoule that re- 
pentantly,yea with modeſty, liueth to- 
ward the fruition of euerlaſting 175 
£ 
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The 13 Hiſtory. 


vertues loued beſt Percie, where⸗ 
foꝛe hee odained a law that euerp blinde 
man thoulo haue an hundzed ſhillings 
by the p&re of his treaſure. It befell on 
a day that there came certaine men to 
'a Tauerne to dzincke Wine, and after 
theſe men had ſitten in the Tauerne 
thier dapes, the fourth dap thep were 
greatly in the Tauerners debt, and had 
no money to pay foꝛ their Vine. wheres 
foꝛe the Tauerner came to them: chars 
ged them that thep ſhould not depart till 
they had papde fo2 their Kline. Then 
ſaid one of the dꝛinkers to his fellowes: 
Dirs quod he, the Emperour hath made 
ſuch a law, that everp blinde man ſhall 
haue an hund2ed (hillings of his trea- 


ſure, therefoze let vs cait lots among 


bs and to whom the lot falleth, let his 


eies be put out, and ſo may he goe to the 
Emperaurs pallace and get an hundzed 


willings. 
E g. And 


| 0 Ometime in Rome Þwelled a noble 
Emverour which among all other 


a nc, A 
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The Viſtorie of 
And this greatly reiopled them, and laid 1 
that the counſell was right god, whcre⸗ | 


foze they caſt lots among them and the 


lot fell on him that gaue the countaile, | , 
and than his fellowes fozthwith put out 
dis eyes. And when he was blinde bee | 
went to the Emperours pallace,and aſ⸗ 
ked of the ſteward an hundꝛed ſhillings, 
accozding to the Emperours law. 
Deere friend ſaid the ſteward, thou 
mighteſt ſee with both thine eyes peſter⸗ 
dap, and thou alſo vnderſtandeſt the law 
amis, foz the law is made fo2 them that 
are blinde through infirmities, oz by 
the will of God, & pefferdap thou hadſt 
thy fight in the Tauerne, but wilfullp 
thou haſt loſt thine epes, therefoꝛe goe to 
the tauerne againe to thy fellowes # diſ⸗ 
charge there that thou oweſt, fo2 here 
getteſt thou not a ſarthing. Then went 
this wꝛetched man fo2th and fold his 
fellowes of this ſtewards anſ were, and 
with that came in the tauerner and dil⸗ 
popled them of all their clothes, and bet 
them, and thus dꝛoue them with ſhame 
out of the citie, and ſo were they nener 
{ene there alter. 
The 
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Dere friends this Emperour is our 


Sauiour Chꝛiſt, which o2dained fo2 a 


law that euery blinde man ſhould haue 


an handzed ſhillings of his treaſure. 
This blinde man betokeneth euerp ſins 


* ner which ſinneth thzough infir mities, 


v2 entiſing of the Diuell, the wozld,and 
the fleſh, which hall receiue an hundꝛed 


ſhillings,ifh& bee inwardlp repentant ol 


his ſinnes, that is to ſap, he ſhall haue 
an hundzed times moze iop, accozding 
to ſcripture, ſaping thus: C entuplum ac- 
cipietis & vitam eternam poſsidebitis. Ye 
ſhall receine an hundzed times moze jap, 
if pe bee repentant and turne from-fin, 
and alſo pa ſhall haue enerlaſting life. 


Theſe men that came to the Tauerne 


to dzinck Mine be ſinners, which of- 
tentimes come to the Tanuerne of our 
adnerſarp the Dinell and dꝛincke of his 
carnall appefites, that is to ſap, thep 
there conſume and waſt awap all ghoſt⸗ 
ip vertnes, which they recriued when 


they receiued the ſacrament of baptiſme, 


E. iii. where⸗ 
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 wherefoze the Dinell our enemie difpote 
. leth them and maketh them to lee all 
their god dedes that euer they wzought 
befoze they caſt lots, that is to ſap, thep 
- eaff among them the cuſtoms of one, 
and this lot of ſinne faileth on ſuch as 
are vntbankfull and without mertie and 
ſuch a man wilfullp becommeth blinde. 
that is to ſap.h& becommeth wilknlip a 
foule ſinner like ludas, that betraied our 
loꝛd withsut anp ſuggeftion o2 entiſing, 
and therefoze ſuch men ſinne moꝛe grie- 
noullp, when they become befoze the ſte⸗ 
ward, that is to ſay, befoze the pꝛelates of 
the Church they map not lightly obtaine 
the iopes of heauen, foꝛ why they be not 
in the right way to leaue their ſinne. 
Thereloꝛe ſtudy we with all our dilli⸗ 
gente, to pleaſe God, that wer may ob⸗ 
taine euerlaſting life: which is laid vp 
in ſtoze foz all thoſe that line modeſtlie, 
loking fo2 the efernall ſaluation. Unta 
the which bing vs our Lo:d Jeſus 
Chzilt. Amen. 


Þ : 


The Argument, 


2 
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| FA certaine initiate vow of loue bein 
made between the ſoule of every faith. 
full Chriſtian & the daughter of Ieſus, 
eternall life, wee haue to conſider the 
mercifull & gratious couenant of God 
towards the faithful & careful of his co. 
uenant, & their owne vow was to ſtudy 
eo be turniſhed with all diuine vertues, 

ſo as they at the prefixed day of pro- 
miſe, vndefiled, (hall then wiſely pur- 
chaſe the promiſed place of euerlaſting 
glory for all them that ſceke the glory 
of God and their ſoules health. 


9 The 14. Hiſtory, 


g Rome dibelled ſametime & 
ee mibptie Emperour named Pilo- 

minus, which bad onelp a daugh⸗ 
ter a Damoſell, fapze and gras 
tious in the ſight of every man, which 
had to name Aglaes. There was alſo in 
the Emperours pallace a gentle Anighe 
that loued this Ladp abone all things in 
tþo world. It beefell after vpon a dap 
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heart. 7 ſhall in like wiſe fo2 pour laue 


them betrothed other, then this im 


The Hiſtory of 
that this Knight talked with this Tabs 
and bffered in ſecret wiſe his deſire fo 
her. Zhen ſaid ſhe conrteouflp, ith pee 
Hane bftered: to mee the pꝛiuitie of pour 


Htter fo pog the ſecrefs of mine heart, 
and trucly J ſap that abone all other 4 

loue pon beſẽ 

Zhen ſapd the Knight, J purpoſe to. 
viſit the holy Land, and therefore ging | 
mer pour trouth, that this vg. peere ye 

ſHall take no other man, but pnelp fo? 

my loue to farry fo2 mee. lo long,. and if 

J come not againe by this day vii. pre, 
fake then what man y like bell. And in 
likewiſe J ſhall pꝛomiſe von that with⸗ 
in this ſeauen peere, I ſhall take no wife. 


1 0 


Then ſayd ſhe, this conenant pleaſeth 


mie well: hen this Was laid, 


ach at 


foke his leaue of this Lady and went 
fozth to the holy Land. Anon after 
that the Emperour treated with: the 
Bing of Hungary fo2 the mariage fot 
his Daughter. Then came the Aing of 
Hungary to the Emperours palace, fo 
( bis danghter,and when he had = 
ec 


— 
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402 liked mernailouſlp well her beans 


tie and her godnefle, fo that the Empe⸗ 
rour and the king were acco2ded in all 
things as touching the mariage, vpon 
the condition that the Damoſell would 


tonſent Then called the Emperour the 
- poung Ladp to him and ſaid. O mp faire 


daughter J haue p2ouided foz thee that 
a Ring ſhall be thy huſband, il the lift 


* * 20 tonſent, therofoze tell mi what aun, 
: were thou wit giue to this 


: Then ſaid ſhee to her Father, it plea⸗ 
ſeth mer welt; but of one thing deere fas 
ther J pda beſeech,@f it might pleaſe pou 
ti graunt mi oz the loue of God, J 
haue aua wed m chaſtitie naiꝑ to God 
{02 this ſeuen pr, therſoꝛe dere father, 
J beſerch pon fos all the lone: that is be» 
tweene pour gracious fatherhwde and 
me, that ve mine no man to be my huſ⸗ 
band fill this tenen pre ba ended, a then 
7 chall bie r᷑aop in all things to fulfill 
pour will. Tyen ſaide the Emperour, 

eth it is ſo:that thou wilt no huſband 


dane this ſeauen pœre, 3 will not bꝛeake 


thy —— theſe ſeauen verres 
be paſſed, thou ſhalt haue the * of 
. un; 


Ward lone ofhim. 


— — by — 
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Hungary fo thy huſband. 

And then the Emperour ſent fo2th his 
letters fo the king of Hungary, pꝛaping 
him if it might pleale him to abide vii. 
pere foꝛ the lone of his daughter, : then 
Gould hee ſpede of his intent, withont 
faile. Yereof the King was pleaſed and 
graunted to abide the pzomiſed day. 
And when thele bit. yeres were ended 
ſane a day, the young Lady ſtod in her 
chamber window and wept ſoꝛe, ſaping 
thns. Moe and alas, as to mozrow my 


lone pꝛomiſed to he with me againe from 


the holy lanv;s alſo the king of Hungary 

fo mo2row will bee here fo: to marry 
me atcoꝛzding to mp fathers. pꝛomiſe, x 
if mp lone come not at a certaine houre, 
den am 1 bkterip deceiued of the in⸗ 


TUhen the day tame wwe hing araied 
him towards the with a 
great company fo marry his daughter, 
and was ropally be ſene and arayed 
in purple. And while the King was ri⸗ 
ding on his wap, there came a knight ſo⸗ 


dainty riding by bun, to when he ſaid 


thus, 
Deers 
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Deere friend whence art thou, and 
whence commeſt thou. The Knight ans 
ſwered and ſaide. J am of the Empire 
of Rome, f now am come late (rom the 
Holy Land, and am ready to do pou ler 
nice luch as 4 can And as fhep rode 
talking by the way, it began fo rapne 
ſo-faſt, that all the Kings apparell was 
almoſt ſpopled. Then ſaid the Knight. 
Py Lo20,quod he, ye haue bone foliſhlp 

loꝛ as much as pe bzought not with pou 
pour houſe. Then ſapde the Ring why 
ſpeakeſt thou ſo, my houſe is large and 
bꝛoad, and made of fkones E mozter, how 
Gould J then beare with mie mp honſe, 8 
thon ſpeakeſt to mee like a fole. When 7 
this — ſaid, they rode kill they 
came ta a great water and a dape, the 
King ſmote his ho2ſe with his ſpurres | 
And leapt into the Mater, ſo that he 
was almoſt dzowned. Mhen the knight ] 
ſaw this,and was oner on theother ſide | 
of the water without perill, her ſapd to 

the king. Pte were in perill, and there- 

foze pre did folithlp becauſe pt bꝛought 
not with pon pour Bzidge. Then laid 
theKing, thou ſpeakeſt — 


The Hiſtory of 
my bꝛidge is made sf lime and ſtol. e, & 
confameth in quantitic moze then halfe 
a mile, how ſhould J then beare with me 
mp Wꝛidge, therefoꝛe thou ſpeakeſt fo - 
liſhly. TAell ſaid the Knight, my foliſh- 
neſſe maß turne the to wiſedome 
When the King had ridden a little 
farther bee aſked the Knight what time 
ofthe day it was. Then laid theKnight, 
if any man haue liſt fo eate, it is time ol 
the dap to eate, and therſo2e my renercnt 
3.020 J pꝛap pon to fake a modicum 
with mer, foz that is no diſhononr fs 
vou, but great honour to me, befoze the 
fates of this Empire. Then ſaide the 
Ning, wil gladlp eate with the. They 
fat both downe in a vine garden, and 
all that were with the King and with 
the knight dined. And when dinner was 
done, and that the king had waſhed, the 
Kmight ſaid to the Ring. Pp Lozd quod 
he, ye haue done fwlithlp,f9; that pe lead 


ther is old, and map not f 
ould 4 then bing them 


\ 
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cherefoꝛe to thee J ſap the tronth, a fas 
licher man then thon art ſaw J never. 

Then laid the knight, euerp wozke is 
pꝛaiſed at the end. Mhen the Knight 
had ridden a little further, and was 
neere to the Emperours Pallace, the 
knight aſked leaue to goe from him, fo: 
this cauſe, hee knew a nerer wap fo 
the Pallace to the poung Lady, that he 
might come firft and lead her with him. 
Then ſaid the Ring, J pꝛap thee fir keit 
mte by what place meaneſt thou to ride. 
Then ſatd the Knight J chall tell pon 
truth. this dap leauen peere J left a net 
in a place, and now J purpoſe to viſitit 
and d2aw it tome, and ik it bee broken 
J will leaue it, and if it bee whole then 
will J take it to te, and keepe if as a 
pꝛecious Jewell, and when her had ſaid 
what him lift, he foke his leaue of the 
King and rode fozth,and the King kept. 
the bꝛoad high way. UWhen the Empe⸗ 
rour heard of the Kings comming, hee 
went towards him with a great com 
pany and ropally receiued him, cauſing 
him toſhift his wet clothes and to attire 
Him againe with new clothes, 


And 
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water, J \mofe mp hoꝛſe with mp ſpurs 


The Hiſtory of 
And when the Emperour and the king 
were ſet ſo meat, the Emperour wel⸗ 
commed him with all the ch&re a ſolace 
that he could. Und when they had dined 
the Emperonr al ked tidings ot the king. 
Pp L 62d ſaid bee, 4 ſhall tell pou what 
J heard this dap by the wap. There 
tame a knight to me t rencrentlp ſalu⸗ 


fed me g anon after there tame a great 


raine, which greatip ſpopled mp appa⸗ 
rell and anon the Umght laid, fir thou 
halt done fliſhlp, fo2 ſo much as thou 
bꝛoughteſt not with thee thy houſe, The 


ſaid the Emperoꝛ what clothing had the 


knight on him. A cloake quod the King. 
Then ſaid the Empcroar,fozfoth Þ was 
a wiſe man,fo2 Þ honſe wherof he ſpake 
as actoake,and therefoꝛe he ſaid to pou 
that yck did foliſhlp becauſe pie came 
without pour cloake, fo2 if pon had 
bꝛought with pon a cloake, then had nof 
pour clothes bene ſpopled with raine. 
Then ſaid the King when wer had rid⸗ 
den a little farther, wir tame to a dps 


and almoſt J was dzowned, and her 


Tode on the other fide of the water and 
found 


( 
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when we had dined her ſaide, J did vn⸗ 
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und no perill, and then ſaidhe fo me, 
pee haue done foliſhlp, fo: ſo much that 


ver led not with you pour bzidge. Fozs 


ſoth ſaid the Emperour hee ſaid truth, 
fo2 he called the bꝛidge pour ſquires,that 
ſhould haue ridden befoꝛe you, 4 aſſaied 
the deepeneſſe of the water. Then ſatd 
the King wee rode further, and at the 
laſt hee p2atcd mee to dine with him, and 


wiſelp, foz J led not with'm& my Fa- 
ther and mp Pother. Sothlp ſaid the 
Emperour he was a wile man and ſaid 
truth, lo he called pour father and mos 
ther bꝛead and wine, and other vittaile. 
Then ſaid the king we rode further and 
anon after h aſked mee leaue to goe 
from mee. J aſked him diligen lip whe- 
ther hee went. And hee anſwered agzine 
and ſaid ; This dap vii. pere 3 left a 
Net in a pꝛiuie place, and now 3 will 


ride fo viſit if, and if it be bꝛoken oz 


tone, then will J leaue it, and if it v& 
as J left it, then ſhall it be fo mg right 
pꝛecious, and J ſhall beare it with me. 
When the @mperour heard this he 
crped with a loud voice and ſaide: O 

pe 
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pe my knights and my Seruants come 
ve with me ſperdely vnto my daughters 
chamber,fo2 ſothly that is the net wher ⸗ 
of p knight ſpake, And anon his knights 
and his ſeruants went vnto his dangh- 
ters chamber and found her not the foꝛe⸗ 
laid knight had taken her with him 

And thus the king Was deceined of the 
damoſell. And be went home againe — 
his owne countrp aſhamed. 


The Morall. 


Dere friends this Emperonr is our 
zd Jeſt: Chaiſt, and this faire daugh⸗ 
ter is ecerlaffing life, the which the Em · 
perour, had oꝛdained fo kings, knights, 
and other men. The Knight that lo- 
ued this young Lady,is every gud ch2i- 
ſtian ſoule, Which holdeth himſelfe, not 
woꝛthy to tome in the fight of God, vn; 
to ſuch ioy as the Apoſtle ſaith. Non ſunt 
condigni paſßione huius temporis ad futu- 

ram oJoria. Thep be not ſs. woꝛthy ol ful. 
ering mY time to attaine bnto z ons 
| a 
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that is to come. This Knight was vii⸗ 
Peres abſent from his laue, like as a 
god Chꝛiſtian man all the dapes of his 
life ſhould labour and tranaile in ful⸗ 
filling the vii woꝛkes of mercy By the 
King that came without a cloake inthe 
rate, is to vnderſtand ſome mightie 
men of this 621d which haue tloathes 
fo £ouer ell their other cloathes. By this 
cloake is vnderſtwd charitie, as the Apo- 
file ſapeth, Charitas cooperit multitudi- 
nem peccatorum. Charitie couereth the 
multitude of ſinnes. But manp men 
haue not this cloake, wherefoꝛe they be 
wet in the raine of Pꝛide, Auarite, and 
Lecherp. 

This king alſo was almoſt dꝛowned 
becauſe he lacked his Bꝛidge, that is to 
ſap, perſect Faith Foz ine (& dailp that 
there map no man paſſe ouer a great 
water b20ad & deepe without a Bꝛidge, 


52 ſome other thing that is able to beare 


him: Right ſo without Faith it is {ms 
poſſible to pleaſe God And thus map 
no man be ſaned withont Faith, when 


they ſet their life in woꝛldly top oꝛ wozlds 


ly helpe, moꝛe then in the helpe of God, 


F. which 
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which is mightie to doe all things, wher⸗ 4 
toze hie ſaith himſelke thus. Si habueritisg 
fidem ſicut granũ ſinapis poteritis, &c. 41 
p& yaue faith as a graine of muſtard, 
then map pc lap ko the hile remmue ou? þ 
of pour places, and thep ſhall remone. 
But manp ol vs now a Taics haue oner 
feeble Faith, and thereioze thep (Hall ſo⸗ 
dainty fall in the clay of defperation, and 
by deadly ſinnes oftcntimes they offend 
God.Riſo this King had not brought 
with him his father and his mother. Ep 
the father which is cauſe of generation, 
is to vnderſtand humilitie without who 
there ts no bertue in anp man. And 

thereto accozdeth Saint Gregory, ſap | 
ing thus. Qui cæteras virtutes ſine hu- 
militate congrevat. &c. Yee that gathe⸗ 
reth all other vertues without Bumili⸗ 
tie, is like a men that caſteth duſt into 
the wind. His mother betokeneth hope, 
therefoze hö that will obtaine euerla⸗ 
ſting like, him bähcneth to haue the 


cloake of Charitie, the bꝛidge ef Faith, 


a Father ok merkenelle, and a mother of 


Hope, as the Apoſtle ſapeth. Spe ſalui 


facti ſumus. Alſo this Knight went the 
ſtratohf 
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: N {faight path wap, k the King the bꝛoad 


way. if oꝛ hee that will bee ſaued, it beho⸗ 


neth him to goe a ſtraight wap, that is to 


ſay,the wap ol faſting, almes derds, cha⸗ 
ſtitie and repentance. Of the which way 
ſpeaketh the Apockle. Sricta eſt via quz 
ducit ad vitam eternam. The wap ts 


ſtraight that leadeth to enerlaſting life. 


But manp men go the other way which 


leadeth to hell, that is fo ſap, by the way 


of fleſhly Inft,* ſuch men beene gone out 
of the way of euerlaſting life, but ſuch 
men be decelued thꝛough Þ wap. There⸗ 
foꝛe ſtudp we fo walke that wap whers 
by we may obtaine cuerlaſfing lite, 


The Argument. 


vy this hiſtory is Gen x8 -ppearcth 
in the moral, the fule of euery good 
chriſtian to him holden as his daugh- 

ter. But beeing ſeduced, caried away, 
and defiled by Sathan our fowle ene- 
mie. ſhee is > na by the helpe and 
valiant prowes of our heavenly cham- 
pou Chriſt Ieſus vnto his former ha- 
F. ij. bitation 


; 
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bitation. Yet man being vngrateful hte 
his redeemer forgetteth his duetie and 
for good rewardeth euill to his Cham 

ion Chriſt Ieſus, deliuering him to be 
iudged by the Law as an offender, but 
when the Champion auoucheth what 
hee hath done for man and his Soule, 
then is hee with ſhame of his ingrati- 
tude conſtrained to haue remorſe and* 
call for grace to repent and amend his 
life by the death and Paſsion of this © 
Champion Chriſt poſſeſſeth life of 
euerlaſting ioy and bliſle. 


The 15. Hiſtory. 


Ometime dwelled in Rome a noe 
ble Emperour named Agia, which 
had retaining vnto him a Knight 
called Gerard, which was a wozthe 


warrioz, neuertheleſle her was as meke 
as a Lambe in the. C mperours Court, 
but in the fleldhe was like a Lion. | 
This Emperour had a faire daughter, 
whom the ſtrong and mightie Carle 
of Paleſter carryed perfoꝛte away and 
: defiled 
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dellled, ne. rtheleſſe it diſpleaſed moꝛe 


the Emperour the defiling of his daugh⸗ 
ter, than the tarrping of her awap,whers 


ſoze he called vnto him his counſaile 
and ſapd. Derre friends it is not vn⸗ 
knowen to pou the deſpite and violence 
done to mer in deflowzing of mp daugh⸗ 
ter, and therefoze J purpoſe to giue bat⸗ 
" faile to the Earle, wherefoꝛe J pꝛay por 
to be readp at a dap, that pe may pꝛo· 
cckde with mee in battaile. And they 
ſaid, L oꝛd wee bee ready to liue and dye 
with pou in battaile. 
When the appointed dap of battaile 
came.thep met on both ſides, and a cru⸗ 
ell ſharp conflict was pꝛoſecuted on both 
ſides and all that were of the Emperoꝛs 
part were ſlaine. And as the Emperour 
bimſelfe (ould haue bene fozceablp aſ⸗ 
ſapled, the Knight Gerard put himſelfe 
among his enemies befoze the Empe⸗ 
rour, and fonght mankullp, and ſo the 
Emperour eſcaped, and the Knight as 
boad and ſlew the Earle, neuertheleſſe 
this Knight had diners wounds. This 
notwithſtanding he aboad ſill till the 


blod ranne do wne fo his ſote. 
F. ig. And 
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And when his enemies ſav that the 
Carle was ſlaine, they fled, and the 


Knight with his people followed on the 


chaſe. till he came to the place where 


the Emperours daughter was, and led 
her with him. And thus with triumph 
and vico2p he returned againe to the 
Empcrour; Foz the which victozp and 


reobtaining of the Empcronrs. daugh⸗ 


ter, her was greatly pꝛaiſed of all people. 
Not iong atter it befel that this Knight 
had a ſute to maue in ihe Emperours 


* 


f 


court, wherctoze the Knight came vntg * 


the Emperour and pꝛaped him mekcly 


fo bee jfauourable to his cauſe. and fur⸗ 


thermoꝛe he p2aped him to doe reaſon 

touching his honeſt demannd.. 
hen the Emperour had heard him 
her called to him a Juſtice and ſaid. Sir 
Juſtice our will is, that pou perfozme 
all equitie vnto this knight, and that 
that the law will. And when the knight 
heard this, h crped with a loud bopce. 
Alas, alas, who heard euer ſuch a thing 
of an Emperour, thou wert, ſaid her. in 
battaile, where thy head ſhonld hane 
bene (mitten off, and in mine owne 
| perſon 
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perſon and none other man put mp ſelfe 
in iopardp fo2 the, and ſaucd the, and 
now thou haſt aſtaned another man to 
bee Judge in mp cauſe, alas that euer 
„thou wert bozne. And with that word 
the knight put off all his clothes & ſhew- 
ed his wounds that h& had receiued in | 
the battaile, vnto all the men that were 
. there pꝛeſent, and ſapde. Loe, what J F 
haue ſuffered foz the. Oh Emperour, i 
did put none other man in mp ſtead, 
and now thou aſſigneſt an other man 
in mp cauſe. Fozſoth J ſap to the, that 
2 neuer ſerued ſath a Loꝛd befoze. | 
When the Emperour heard this,being 
almoſt confounded in himſelfe,ſaid thus. 
OO Dere friend all that thou ſapeſt is 
trouth, ſhon ſauedſk me from death, 
thou didit reobfaine mp daughter again, 
and fo2 my ſake thou haſt ſuffered ma⸗ 
ny wounds. Fo2ſcoth it is right that A 
in mp owne perſon come downe and 
make an cnd of thy canſe,ſuch as map 
be top and honour fo the. 
And when the Emperdur labeured. bu⸗ 
ſilp in this matter,and made thercof an 1 
end, accoꝛding to the Knights entent, 14 
F. iiij. where⸗ Tn} 
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wherefoze all men greatly commended 
the Emperour. ö 


The Morall. 5 
Deere fcicnds this Emperour mop 

ber called eu tp Chꝛiſtian man, oꝛ elſe all 
mankinde, which had a faire daughter, 
that is fo ſap, the ſoule made to the ſj- 
militude of God. This Carle betokes 
neth the Diuell, which carrieth awap 
and deflowzeth bp ſin the ſonle of man 


th2ongh cating of the fruit of the Tree 


knowing god and euill, wherefoze all 
mankinde was in thzaldom, till a ſtrong 
and valiant knight came and put him⸗ 
ſcife on the Croffe to ſniffer death, as 4 
redemer of mankinde from the Diuell. 
F602 if that it had not bene, wer had all 
beene pertakers of thꝛaldome ruerlaſt⸗ 
inglp, and this Knight redrced and re⸗ 
obtained the Doule of man bnto the 
Church, wherefoꝛe bee ſufferrd many 
great wounds in his body. Ind row this 
Knight, thi :s fo ſav, gur Loꝛd Jeſu 
Chꝛiſt hath a matter to de: among ve, 
that is to lap, fo finde in bs perſeg 
life, whe. eloze he calleth on bs dep!p 

that 


Geſta Romanorum. 44 
that we ſhould be readp at all times, ſap⸗ 
ing thus in Apocalipſe the 3. Ecce ſto 
ad oftium & pulſo: ſi quis mihi apperue- 
rit introibo & cenibo. Tbat is to lap, 
Loe J ſtand and knock at the doze it any 
man will open to mee J ſhall come in 
and ſup with him But many men do as 
the Emperour did, the which appopn⸗ 
ted the Knight another Judge then him⸗ 
ſelfe. But now a dapes there ber ſome 
men that will doe no repentaunce foz 
the lone of him, which allined no man 
but himſelſe to fight fo bs. And theres 
foze againſt vnthankfull perſons it ſhall 
bee ſaid thus. Koe he ſuffered fo2 bs 
on the Croſſe, diſpopled of all his clo- 
thing. and ſhewetb to vs all his wounds 
that he ſuffered foꝛ vs. 

te wee thercfoze thankfull-bnto God 
toꝛ his graces that wir map ſuffer foz 
his lone ſome ſozrowfull repentannce, 
Foz he that (uffcreth paine foz the loue 
of God in this life,ſhall receive an hun⸗ 
dꝛed times moꝛe reward in the life euer⸗ 
laſting, and alſo he ſhall obtaine eners 
laſting life: bnfo-the which our Lozd 
Jelus bzing all mankinde Amen. 
F b. The 


The Hiſtory of 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man is Kere warned to eſ. 
chew the pleaſant baites and ſubtill- 
craft of the Diuell,that ſhe yeeld not | 


to his allurements, leaſt ſhee be ouer- 
come of him, and lice get the vantage 
of this mortall courſe "rom her,and 
bereaue her of her 1 oyes in the lite to 


4 come. 


The 16. Hiſtory. 2 


Here dwelt. ſomelimes in Rome 
a wittie Emperour named Pom- 
pey, which had a fapꝛe Daughter 
called Aglas. This Daughter had ma⸗ 
ny vertues aboue all other women ok 
that Emppꝛe. Firlf, ſhe was faire and 
gratious in the fight of euery man. She 
was allo: Iwift in running, that no 
man might ouertake her by a great ſpice. 
Wyewthe Emperoar bndrefod theſe 
{wo bertues ks his Daughter, her = 
rig 


* 


Y y 


5 i 


| 


pꝛotlaime thzonghout all his Empire, 


that what man poꝛe oz rich, would 
runne with his Daughter, ſhould haue 
her to wife, with great riches, if her 
might oner-runne her, and come ſoner 
to the marke then ſhe, and if ſher ouer⸗ 


runne him and come ſoner to the marke 
then her, his head ſhould be ſmitten off. 
hen the States of that Empire, as 


Dukes, Carles, Barons and Knights 


heard this cry, they offered them(elues 
one after an other to runne with her, 
but euer this poung Lady ouer-ranne 


them all, wherefoze they loſt their heads 


accozding to the Law. That time there 
was a poze man dwelling in Rome, 
which thought within himſeife, J am 


a poꝛe man and tome ot poꝛe Rindzed, 


there is made a common crp, that what 
man ſoeuer mght oner-ranne the Em⸗ 


perours Daughter by any wiſe, ſhould 
bee pꝛomoted to great honour and rich⸗ 
es, therefoze if J might onercome her 
by anp manner wap,J ſhould not onelp 
be pꝛomoted to great honour, W 
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right iopfulll, whercfoze hee made lo 
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all mp kinred. This poꝛe man pꝛouided 
himlelfe of th2& Jewels, whereby hee 
might winne her. Firfk hee made a gar⸗ 
land of red roſes and white. 
Secondly, he made a faire girdle offitke 


cunningly w2ought. Thirdly, he made 
a purſſe of ſilke, imbꝛodered with pꝛe · 


tious ſtones, and within the Purſſe was * 


a Ball of th:& coulours, and vpon this 
Purſſe was w2ought this Poſep. Who 
playeth with mee, (hall neuer bee weary 
ot my play. ö 
Then put ha thele the things in his 
boſome, and went fozth to the Pallaice 
gate crying and laping. Come fozth 
fayꝛe Lady come fo2th,fo2 J am ready 
to runne with pon and fulfill the Law 
in all things. 
When the Emperour heard this, her | 
commanded his daughter to runne with 
him. The pong lady went to her cham 
ber window,and when ſher ſaw him, ſhe 
deſpiſed bim and ſayd. J haue onercome 
manp woꝛthy knights, and now muſt J 
runne with a Churle, neuertheleſſe 4 
Mall fulfill my fathers commandement. 


Anon the Damſell arayed her fo2 to 
runne 
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canne with him. And at the laſt they ran Th 
together, and within ſhozt ſpace the da⸗ \ 
moſell went farre afoze him. f 
Mhen this Jugler ſaw this her thꝛew 
| fo2th the garland of flowers befoze her. 
And when the Damſell beheld and ſaw 
that, hee ſtoped downe and toke it vp, 
and ſet it vpon her head, and that while 
the Jugler went afoze her. Add when 
this poung Damſell ſaw this,ſhe& wept 
ſo2e,and fo2 ſozrow ſhee th:ew the gar⸗ 
tand in a ditch and ranne after him di⸗ 
ligentlp, æ at the laſt ſh ouerttoke him. 
and lift vp her right hand and g aue him 

à buffet ſaping to him thus: Abide thou 1 
wzetch, it beeſemeth not thy fathers 
fonne fo haue mee fo wife. And this 
> poung Lady went beefoze him a great 
ſpace. And when the Jugler ſaw this, 
he foke ont the girdle of his boſome and 
th:ew it befoze her. And when che ſaw 
that, lightly ſhe ſtouped downe and foke 
it vp, and anon ay2ded her therewith, 
and then the Jugler went againe befoze 'Y 
her. .: 


Ind when thy ſaw that, che made great 214 
CT and toke the girdle _- 
er 
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and ſubtill and abode till that ſhe was 


almoſt at the marke, and then he th:ew - 


fo:th befoze her the Purſle, and when 


thee ſaw this Purſe, anon ſher ſtouped 
downe and toke it vp. and opened it, g_ 


found the Ball, and read the poſie. Who 
Play eth with mee; ſhall neuer bee weary 


of my play. And then began ſhe to plap, 


and ſo 220 ſhe continued in playing 
till tat the Jugler was befoze her at the 


mark. And thus he wan the Emperours 
daughter. 


The Morall. 


Deere friends this Emperour is out 


Sauiour Chꝛiſt, and his faire Daughs 
ter is mans Saule, which was made 
cleane wich ide water ol regeneration 


0³ 


her keelh and tare it in th:& pætes, and I 
then thꝛem it from her, and then ſh& 
ranne falt after him, and at the laſt ouer⸗ 
toke him, and then ſhe toke bp her hand 
and gaue him a grrat blow, ſaping theſe 
wozds. O wzetch,thinkeſt thou to ouer⸗ 
come me, and with that ſhe ran befoꝛe 
him a great ſpace Ehe Jugler was ſipe | 


\ 
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82 baptiſme, and was allo ſ wilt in run⸗ 
ning. that is lo ſap, in vertue, while that 
ſhe is in cleannes, ſo that no vendly fin 
might overcome der. 

This Jugier that is of fo cobtil and 
craftic lining is the Divell, the which 
Eudieith dap and night to deceiue inno- 

' cents. 

De pꝛouideth him of the things: 

- Firſt, of the garland which betokeneth 

Pꝛide, by this reaſon,fo2 why a garland 
of flowers is not ſet vpon the arme noz 

vpon the fote, but vpon the head, that 
it map be ſcne. Night ſo Pꝛide would 
bee lerne: againſt pꝛoude men ſpeaketh 
fſaint Auzulline ſaying thus. 

2 Quemeung; ſuperbum videris, filium di- 

aboli dici non dubites. That is to ſap, 
what pꝛoude man that thou maieſt ic, 
doubt pe not to call him the ſonne of the 
Do thon therefoze as the maiden did, 
bewaile thy ſinnes and take off the gar» 
land of Pꝛide ond caſt it in the ditch af 
hearty repentaunce, and ſo ſhalt thou 
giue the Diuell a great buffet and ouew 
comms bun. | 
But 
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But when this Jugler, that] is fo ſap, 
dur oboſtly enemie, the Diuell ſeth him⸗ 
ſelfe ouercome in one ſinne, then he re⸗ 
turneth and tempteth a man in an other 
ſinne, and caſteth befoze man the girdle 
of Letherp. 

But alas there be berp manp girded 
with the girdle of Lecherp. of the which 
girdle ſpeaketh Saint Gregoric ſaping 
thus: Gyrde wee our loy nes with the 


girdle of Chaſtiie, tor who ſo cuer is 


girt with this girdle ſhall not leeſe the 
courſe of life. 

Then taſteth the Jugler fo2th (that 
is to ſap, the Diuell) the purſe with the 
Ball. The Purſſe that is open about 
and cloſe under, beetokeneth the heart, 
which euermoze ſhould bee cloſe in the 
bottome againſt earthlie things, e open 
aboue to heavenly iop, e the two ſtrings 
that openeth and ſhutteth the purſſe, be- 
tokeneth the lone of God g of our neigh⸗ 
bours. The bal which is roũd 6 monea- 
ble to enery part of his differente, bærto⸗ 
kenefh touetiſe, which moneth euer both 
in pong a in old,+ therfoze the poſep was 
god and true that was wzought on the 
parſe 
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ure. Mho ſo plapeth with mer, that is 
o ſay, with coueronſnes, hal nener be ſa⸗ 
eiſſied. Therefoze ſaith Seneca: Cum om- 
nia peccata ſeneſcunt, ſola cupiditas ju- 
ueneſcit When that all ſinnes ware old, 
then Conetiſe alonelp wareth poung. 
Therefa2e let bs take heed that wee play 
not with this ball of touetouſnes, then 
without donbt we ſhall obtaine t gaine 
the game with the tennis Ball in the 
bliſſe of heauen that neuer ſhal haue end. 
Unto the Which bliſſe bꝛing vs her that 
Hed his pꝛetious blod fo: bs. Amen, 


The Argument. 

The preaching of Gods word euerie 
good prayer, & practice as it i a founding 
melodie in the eares of God, and hath a 
time of felicitie for the delec ation of 
mans minde, yet there is now & then ſtir- 
red vp ſome one or other ſiniſter meanes 
by Sathan our whiſthng aduei ſarie, that 
the ſame is hindred for a time till the pro- 
uidence ot God ſend forth godly Prea- 
chers, which with the hook of gods word 
doe winne againe the loſt felicitie, and ſo 
recouer the fall of ſuch ſoules as were 


G. {educed 
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ſeduced into the perpetuall nber of. 


Angels in heauen. 


The 17 Hiſtory, 


namely, the Puſicke vpon the Yarpe, 
and paſtime of hunting. It befell after 
bpon a dap as this Emperour hunted in 
a fozreſt,he heard ſo ſ wet a nopſe of a 
Harp that thzongh the ſweetneſle theres 


Omtime in Rome dwelled a mighs 
tte Emperour and a wiſe named 


of hx was almoſt rauiſhed of his wits, 


wherefoꝛe he ſought about the fozreſt to 
finde that melody, and at the laſt ha el⸗ 
pycd at the end of the Foꝛreſt a poze 
man ſitting beſide a water plaping on a 
Harp ſo \ wetly,that the @mpcrour bes 
fox that dap heard never ſo ſwete & 
melodp. Then ſatd the Emperour, god 
friend, pꝛotedeth this melody from thy 
Harp oz no. The poꝛe man anſwered e 
ſaid. Mp renerend Lo2d J ſhall tell pou 
the tronth. Berſide this water mp wife 


and my childe and J haue dwelled xxx. 
pere, 


T heodofius, which abone all other 
thing he loned beſt two things, 


y 


a a it... a. 


1 
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tere and Cad hath giuen me ſuch grace 
that when la euer 3 tauch mp Harp, 4 
mate ſo ſweet melodp, that the Fithes 
of this mater come out to mp hand and 
fo J take them, mheremith mp wife, my 
thilde and J.be& ſuſtained dailp in great 
plentic But alas and weladap, on the 
other fide of this water there commeth 
a Whiſtler and whiſtleth: ſo \weetlp chat 
many times the Fiſhes foꝛſake m& and 
goc to his whiſtling, and therefoꝛe my re⸗ 
ucrent loꝛd J beſeech poi of help againtt 
his hiſſing 1 whiſtting. Then ſard them⸗ 
- pcrou:, J hall giue the god heip # coun⸗ 
- favle, J haue here in my purtle a golden 
honke which Jſhall gine thee, take thou 

it and binde it faſt to the ende st a rod, 
and with ſom? wortue foꝛ the bait vpon 
the hoke, then calf thy rod into p water 
fo?thwithze plap thy plap pan the harp, 
t when thou perteineſt the Fiſh fo byte 
on (hp bayte; dꝛam them vp fs the land 
with that hoke,+ then his whiſtling ne 
hiſſing ſhall not auaile. 'Uthen the poꝛe 
man heard this he r iopſed him greatly 
and did all things as he had tangh! him. 
And tpb6 this pe man hegan to kauch 
O. tz. his 
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his Harpe the fiſhes came to the baite x 5 


then he toke them bp with his hwke, £ 


lined thereby in better eſtate long time, 


and at the laſt ended graciouſly his life 
in peace and reſt. 


The Morall. 
This Emperour beefokeneth Jeſt 


Chꝛiſt, which greatly delighteth to hunt 


the ſoule of mankinde in the foꝛreſt, that 
is the holy church. He loueth atfo the me⸗ 
lody ofthe Harp, that is to ſap,he loueth 
much thoſe 5ᷣ teach 8 holy wozd of God. 


This poꝛe man that ſate by the water 


ſide betokeneth the pꝛelats of the church 
and the Pꝛeachers of the woꝛd of God, 
which ought to be reſidẽt in their charge 


and not in the woꝛld, that is to ſap, thep 


ſhould not (cf their delight in wozldlp 
things. The pꝛeachers ought to haue the 
Harp of holy Scripture, wherwith they 
map pꝛaiſe and honour God, alſo ther- 
with d2aw out of this woꝛld the ſinners, 


Therefoꝛe ſapeth- the pſalmiſt thus: 
Praiſe the Lord vpon the Harp, ſing tio 


the Harp with a Pſalme. 98. 6. 
But 
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But now a dates the Pꝛeacher map ſap 
alas, fo2 when J pꝛeach and teach holy 
ſcripture, the Diuell commeth & whiſte⸗ 
leth ſo ſwetlp, that the ſinners dzaw to 
him, and will not heare the wozd of god, 
but thep turne themlelues onelp to the 
delight of nne. The diuell deceiueth allo 
mnankinde bp diuers waies. 
1 -<-Firft,in time of pꝛeaching he maketh 
ſome to llpe, and them that her cannot 
make to ſlepe, he cauſeth them to talke x 
tlatter, and them that he cannot make fo 
clatter, he maketh them ſo dull that they 
map not vnderſtand what the Pꝛeacher 
laith, and them that her cannot beguile 
by theſe meanes, he putteth in them bus 
ſineſſe, and cauſeth them to goe out of 
the Church. 
Loe, ſo manp waies the dinell hath fo 
deceiue mankinde, and to let the wozd 
of God. Thereſoꝛe euerp pꝛelate and e⸗ 
nerp P2eacher behoneth to haue the 
golden hoke of Gods grace againſt this 
whiſteling, by the which grace they map 
dꝛaw ſinners out of this world vp to 
| beauen, bnto the which bzing bs our 
 Lozd Jeſus. Amen. 
| G. iij. The 
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The Argument. 5 
Mans ſoule the daughter of our Sauiour | 
is ſo deere vnto him, that hee becing M 
4 carefull for the converſation of her 11 
{Lo ſtate of ſincere life, ſheeis yet ſeduce 
by the ſuggeſtion ct the Ale, which 
being a gruous ranſereſtour, i 15 by 
4 carnell repentarice 7 and amendemetit 
7 ol life, enforced to hring the taid ſoule 
\ azaine vntu duiiful o obedience towards 
4 God and man, that thence torwards 
Continuing, hee may attaine vnto the 
' 10yes of euerlaſling blelledneſle, &c. 


$4 The 18. Hiſtory, 


I Vere dwelled ſometime in Rome 
by 


a mightie Emperour and a wile 
5 | named Poicmus, which had ng 
' CTChilde ſane onclp a daughter, whom he 
loued ſo much, that dap and night her 
oꝛdapned to haue her guarded with ar⸗ 
med Knights. And abone theſe knights 
her o:dayned a compfrouler well erpe- 
6 rienced in euerp thing fo2 to teach and 
4 inffruct them how they ſhould doe. Mer 


pꝛdained alſo a ſteward foz to guide his 
houſcholt 
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houſhold. And when all this 1 done, 
on a night as her lap in his bed her bee ⸗ 
thought him that he would goe viſit the 
holy land. And then when al things was 


readp fo2 his tournep, accozding to his 


purpoſe, he called vnto him his ſteward 
and ſaid. Pp truſtie ſeruant, J purpoſe 
now to goe ſœ the holy land, and there⸗ 
fee J leaue mp daughter in thy keeping, 
| and allo J charge the that ſhe lacke nos 
thing, but that cher haue all manner of 
top and gladneſſe that pertaineth to a 
virgin. Setondlp, I leaue in thy keeping 
flue Knights that bene her kepers,and 
J charge ther that they lacke nothing 
which to them beehoueth. 

Alſo J leaue to th my graphound com⸗ 
maunding that thou nouriſh and fave 


him as it appertaineth, and if thon ful⸗ 


fil all this that 4 haue ſaid, thou ſhalt af 
my comming againe receius a great re⸗ 
ward. T ben azo the ſteward. My loꝛd in 
all that J may J ſhall fulfill your will, 
When this was ſaid, the emperour toke 
his iournp toward the citte of Ierulalem 
and the teward a long time kept well 
and truely the ESmperones oꝛdinance, e 

G. * > Charge 
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tharge eniopned him. But at the laſt ft 
* bpeiell vpon a dap that this Reward has 
= eſpped this young Lady walking alone 
in an Oꝛchard, with whole lone be 
was ſovenly ſurpꝛiſed, wherfoze Craight 
wap againſt her will her defowzed her. 
And when he had committed ſinne with 
her, hee gaue her ill language and hated 


BW her mo2e after then euer he loned her 
Bl: befoꝛe, and dꝛoue her out of the Pallace, ' 
| 1 wherefoze this Damſell by this meanes 

þ i) . being datuen to necefſitieand great po⸗ 


uertie went from doꝛe to deze and begs 
ged her bzead. But when the Knights 
that werc her kepers beard of this,thep 
repꝛoued ſhamefullp the. teward of that 
ſinfull deede. Then the Steward wared 
wꝛolh, and fo2 great hate that he had in 
his heart. he ſpoiled the knights of their 
gods, t dꝛoue them from the pallace. And 
when thep were thus robbed and exiled, 
ſome loꝛ lack of liuings hecame theucs, 
and (ome manklilers, which thzough 
this inconuenience hep w2ongh great 
harme. 
So ne after this there tame tidings that 
the Emperonr was ariued in far lands 
com: 
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comming homeward. And when the ſte⸗ 
ward heard this, be was greatlp trou- 
bled and moued in himſelfe, and thus 
thinking in himſelfe her (aid thus. This 
map not bee but nedes A ſhall be accu⸗ 
ſed fo my treſpaſle that haue commits 
ted againſt the Emperonrs commandes 
ment, he is mp god e mercifull loꝛd ther⸗ 
foze better it were that J goe and merte 
him with all lowlineſſe and humilitie, 
accuſe my ſelle to him, e aſke him mer⸗ 
cie, then anp other ſhould pꝛeuent mee 
and accuſe me to my Lo2d of my treaſon. 
Then the Steward ſtraight put off all 
bis cloathes ſane his hoſen and his ſhirt, 
and toke:th}& ropes with him in his 
right hand, and bare fote went and met 
the Emperour. But when the emperour 
had eſpied his coming a far off in ſuch 
manner, hee wondzed great lp. And when 
the ſfeward was come ſa nere that he 
might ſpeake fo the Emperour, he fell 
downe on his knees and faloted him re⸗ 
nerently. Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, what 
is befallen the that thou merteſt mee 
after ſuch a ſoꝛt, fo2 ſo much as thou art 
my ſteward, thou ſhouldeſt haue mette 

G. v. mes 
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met with a great company of Knights. ' 
A mp Lo2d, quoth be, there is befallen 
me a heaup cauſe, fo2 the which it bes 
houeth me thus to mete pour bighnes. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, what cauſe is 
that, that is bæfallen thœ. Mp reuerend 
loꝛd quod he, it behoueth ſirſt pour high⸗ 
neſle to al ke of me whp J bing with 
me theſe th2e ropes. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
peroꝛ, whp beareſt thou theſe thꝛæ ropes 
in thy hand. Then anſweared this wos 
full Steward and ſatd. This firft Coꝛde 
J bing with mer ko binde mp hands 
and fete ſo hard, till the bloud bzuſt out 
on encry fide, flo that 4 haue well des 
ferned, The:ſecond Rope J bꝛing with 
mie tu dꝛaw mie at a hee faple vpon 
the pauement till that the bones be dare 
without ſleſh, ſoꝛ that ſhall be due fo met 
fo2 this great treaſon J haue done as 
ganiff pou; The third Nope that J haue 
waught is to hang me with, bpon an 
high gallows lo long that the birds light 
on my head, and on mp bodp, and feede 
themſelues of mp fleſh, and theſe things 
are due to ſuch treſpaſſers and bꝛeakers 
of NY Law as am, and therefoze my 
rcues 
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reuerend L oꝛd haue mercy on mer, foꝛ Þ 
dare not acknowledge mp treſpaſſe till 4 
pe certaine ot thy mcrcy and pittie. Then 
ſaid the Emperour, J ſ& in the great 
mrekeneſſe and contrition, therefoze tell 
foꝛth thy treſpaſſe,and ſothly thou ſhalt 
finde mercy and:grace: Alas, alas, then 
ſaid he, JhaueTefited thy daughter, ans 

deiuen her out of the Pallaite, and now 
in extreame netellitie ſhe beggeth her 
bꝛead from doꝛe to doꝛe. J haue alſo def- 
poiled thy knights of all their gods, and 
now ſome of them by meanes thep lack 
liuings become theenes and rabbers,and 
ſome mankillers, and the comptrouler 
of the Knights 3 haue ſlaine. But A 
haue fed thy Gꝛaphound with the beit 
meate as long as J might. and tyed him 
with a chaine, but at the laſt he bzake 
bis chnine and went his wax, (a that 
now he runneth about in the countrp. 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
was ſoze aſtonied and ſaid, Paſt thou 
dellowꝛed mp Daughter who J loved 

ſo well, and alſo exiled my Knights,and 
ſlaine their comptronler, and the Gꝛap⸗ 
hound which J loned beſt, of whom 1 
cane 


2 — 
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gane the charge ig gone alſo, cerfes 
were it not that J had fo2ainen it th, e 
that thou humbleſt thy ſelfe ſo great⸗ 
lie, J ſhould put the to the moſt vileſt 
death that could bee thought. Therefoze 
depart hence fozthwith and bzing againe 
my Daughter, then maiſt thon marry 
with her, and if any harme hereafter 
beefall to her in thy default, then ſhall-Y 
double thy puniſhment. Alſo bzing thou 
againe mp Knight, and reſtoze to them 
their gods, and ſet them in their ſtate 
and office as they were beekoze, And ale 
ſo ſeke dilligently my G2ephound till 


thou finde him, and then make him faſt, 


ſo that in the hereafter may bee found 
no default. And when the ſteward heard 
this, bee bowed with moſt humble ſub⸗ 
miſſion downe his head and thanked the 
Emperour of his great mercie And then 
he went fo2th and ſought thzough all 
the Empire ſo long till hee had found 
the Emperours daughter x the knights, 
and alſo the Greyphound,# bought them 
home againe. And alter that her had 
got to wife the young Lady, with great 
honour and iop, and alſo reſtoꝛed againe 

the 
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the knights gods. And at the laſt he en» 
bed his life in peace and reſt. 


The Moral. 

This Emperour betokeneth our L025 
Jeſu Chailt. His daughter betokeneth p 
ſoule of man, made alter the ſimilitude of 
our K oꝛd God. And the v. knights beto- 
keneth the v wits, armed with the vertue 
{ of Baptiſme, foꝛ the pzeſernation of the 
ſoule. The controuler of the knights is 
' Reaſon, which ought to rule the wits. 
The graihoũd, is the fteſh of man. The 
Neward betokeneth euerp man fo whom 
god hath giuen life & ſoule, to kp under 
paàine of lœſing euerlaſting life. But a 
w2ekched and wicked man remembꝛing 
not that is to come, full often cozrup⸗ 
{eth and polluteth his ſoule with ſinne, 
and repelleth her from her Pallace of 
Meauen. and then wandzeth ſher from 
doꝛe fo doe, that is to (ap, from ſin to 
ſinne. Hee diſpoileth theſe v. knights of 
their gods, that is fo (ay, the ſiue wits: 
of theirs, oꝛ rather gracious verfnes, 
taking awap the naturall light from 
their Epes, exhoꝛteth them dilozderly, 
and 
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and alſo mouing the eares to liſten bn 
fo ſlaunder and backbiting, and ſo ſwath 
ot all the other wits, and thus ſome ber 
made thencs, and ſome manzkillers. T he 
maſter of theſe five wits is llaine when 
fo ener man is ruled by will, and not by 
reaſon. The graphdund, that is, the fleſh 
wherein a man delighteth, was fed and 
bound with a chaine of reaſon, which he 
bꝛeaketh full oft and runneth ont, and 
doth much harme. 5 

The comming againe of this Empe⸗ 
rour from the holp land, betokeneth the 
comming of our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt at the 
day of dome to indge all mankinde. 

Therekoze doe wer as the Stemarn 
did, actuſe wee firſt our (clues of dur firs 
leaſt the dittell and the wozld atcuſe vs, 
then it is to late foaſke mercp, therefoze 
put off pour clothes betime that is to ſap, 
our ſinfall lite, and take wer th:& ropes 
in our hands. 

The firſt rope that ſhonld binde cur 
hands and fete, betokeneth the rope of 
true repentance which not oncly onabt 
to binde our hand + fete, but alſo boſh 
our hearts within bs and our outward 
conuerſa⸗ 
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connerſation in ſuch auſteritie of Iyfe, 
that the blood bꝛaſt out on euerp ſide, 
that is to ſap, that ſinne might iſſue ant 
Hopde it ſelte. Here to acco2deth Eze- 
chiell, ſaying thus: In quacunque hora 

egerit penitentiam peccator ſaluus erit. 
When ſo euer the ſinkull man doth re⸗ 
pent himiclfe hæ ſhall bee ſaued. The 
ſecond co2de foz to dꝛaw the treſpaſſer, 
is acknowledging of our ſinnee, which 
ſhould dꝛaw bs from the beginning of 
dur life vnto our lines end, by a perfect. 
reconciliation of our ſelues to GD 
and man, onto the time that the feſt 
bee fallen from the bones, that is to 
ſap, till the luſt of the fleſh ber turued 
away by the ſfones of repentaunce. Fo; 
in like wiſe as the ſtone by nature and 
kinde is hard, right ſo the way of repen⸗ 
taunce ought to bee hard. The third 
Rope that ſhould hang the Fellon, 1g 
the Rope of amendement of life. Foz 
as the Scripture ſapth. There is more 
ioy in Heaven oner one ſinner that tur- 
neth vnto the Lord in time, then o- 
uer, &c. Like as: the Steward bꝛought 


againe the Emperours daughter So it 
bahos 
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houeth bs to ſake abont by früitfufl 
faith, yea to find our ſoule, that wæ loft, 
and bꝛinging her againe to the Church, 
to rule well cur fine wits, to fede our 
grayhound as wee ſhould, and make our 
life ſo cleane and pure, that wee fall not 
againe to ſinne, fo feare that it foꝛtune 
to vs woꝛſe, and that we haue no leaſare 
fo aſ ke mercy againe at our nedes. And 
if wee fulfill all this truly vnto dur liues 
end, withont donbt we ſhall obfaine 
everlaſting life. To the which out 10 ũ 
bing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument; 


TThe violating of our innocencie in not 
immitating the Law of GO D, is here 
diſcribed, which being adindged after 
the fleſh, yet by the merits of Chriſt 


our Sauiour we obtaine our (aluations 


The 19. Hiſtory. . 


N Rome dwelt ſometime a mightie 
Emperour æ a wiſe, named Edfenne, 
which oꝛdained a lato that whoſoencr 
raniſhed 


ed nd $A. 
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raniſhed a Uirgin, ſhould bee at her dil⸗ 


Ff creation, whether the would put bim to 
death, oz that ſh& would take him to her 


huſ band. 


It befell after, that a man raviſhed 


in a night two faire matocns, the firſt 
Damſell which he rauiſhed deſired that 
her ſhould die, and the ſecond deſired him 
to her huſ band. The rautſhe: was taken 
and lead bætoze the Judge. that ſhonlb 
ſatiſfte both theſe Damſels though his 
wiſedome and equitte of the cauſe. The 
firſt Damſell deſired the death, accoꝛding 
to the law. 

Then ſato the ſecond, J deſire to haue 
him mp huſ band, fo2 line as thou haff 
the law fo2 the, ſo in like caſe J haue it 
fo: me, and nenertheleſſe mp petition is 
much better then pours, fo: it is mo2e 
charitable, therefoꝛe me thinkcth'in mp 
reaſon that the Juſtice hall give ſcn- 
tente in fanour and furtheraunce of mp 
deſire. Then the Juſtice vnderſtand ing 
the great mercy of the ſecond Damſell 
gave Judgement that he ſhould take her 
to his wife, and ſo it wes done. 

N. The 
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The Motall. 


This Emperonr betokeneth our Lo2b 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt. The rauiſher bætokeneth 
every ſinner which rauiſheth gods mers 
tie as often as he violateth the comman- 
dements of God by ſinne,foz the Diuell 
map neuer onercome men but if if bee 
ſuffered by will. Foz ſaint Auſtin ſaith, 
Non eſt peceatum niſi fit voluntarium, 
It is no ſin bnt if it b voluntarp. The 
rautſhcr alſo is called afoze the Juſtice, 
when the ſoule is departed from the boy 
dp, and anon the firſt Damlell (3nno- 
cency ) lapde againſt the ſimmer that her 
ought to dpe euerlaſtingly by the law of 
righteouſneſſe. But that other mapden 
(that is Chꝛiſt his merits) lapd foꝛ her 
bow the mercy of God onght to help bp 
heartie repentance and acknowledgeing 
our ſinnes, which is the high wap te 
euerlaſting life. Unto the which God 
ng bs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 
The 
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| 60 The mother of the child of grace & of 


the roprobate is here declared. But which 
ofthem ſhall be ſaued, and which ot thein 
damned, is not yet reueled vnto the world 
till the day of ludgement. 


The 20. H iſtory. 
g Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 


, 
5 


mightie Emperour and a rich na 

med Ly podus, which toke to wife 

a fapze Uirgin and a genile, the 
dauchter of theking of Alliria, this pong 
Lady conceined and bare a man Child, 
and in the byzth of her ſonne ſhee dped. 
And anon after her deceaſe this Emps⸗ 
rour married another wife, and had by 
her a childe alſo. And immediately after 
that theſe childzen were boꝛne, ho ſent 
them both into a ſtrange land fo? to bee 
no2tſhed. Then ſaid the mother of the ſe- 
cond child. p renecend Loꝛd, ten peeres 
bee now fullp expired, ſince J bare my 
Childe, and yet ſaw J him neuer but 
once; and that was the firſt dap of his 
birth therefoꝛe J beſech pou mp I oꝛd to 
ſend ſoꝛ him that J map once reiopte me 
of his ſight; Zhen: = the Emperour. 
J. A 
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J hane an other childe by my firſt wife, 


and if J lend fo2 my ſonne then muſt, 
A fend fo: them both, and then anon her 
ſent fo2 them. And when they were come 
they were of paſſing fefure 4 well trap: 
ned, well inſtructed and paſſing like in 
all manner things:ſo as hardly the one 
might be knowne from the other, but | 
by the father onelp diſcerned. h 

"Then ſatd the mother to the ſecond 
Childe: A mp Lo2d, fell mæ which ol 
theſe is mp ſonne, and her called to him 
his ſon lhat he begate on his firſt wile. 

When the Emp2ele heard this, ſh& 
gaue all care to nouriſh him, and dcſf- 
piſed the other chilve.UWhen the Empe⸗ 
rour ſaw this, he ſaide fo his wife. 

Certaine J haue deceiued the, foꝛ him 
that thou loueſt ſo much is not thy ſon, 
but that other is thy ſonne. 

Then ſet Che all her care bpon the 
ſecond, and foꝛſooke the firſt. 

When the Cmperonr ſaw this, hee 
ſapde. Truely J haue deceined the 
without doubt, this is not thy ſonne but 
one ot them two is thy nns! Then faid 
the mother. as my Lo2d fo2 his lone that 

dyed | 


* 
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oped foꝛ mankinde, tell mee without ca⸗ 
uellation, which of them is mp ſon. The 
'"Emperour ant wered and ſaid,cerfainlp 
3 will not tell pon till they come both to 
mans eſtate, foʒ this reaſon. F irſt, J told 
you that this was pour ſon, him haue 
pou cheriſhed as pour ſon and fozfaken 
that other, and when J told pou that this 

was your ſon, then deſpiſed pon the firſi 
and cheriſhed the ſecond,therfoze J will 
that pou bzing vp and cheriſh them both, 
till that pon map haue top of them, 
Uhen the Empꝛeſſe heard this ſhe uon⸗ 
riſhed them both alike. And when thep 
were both come to age, the Emperour 
made a great ſupper, and befoze all his 
gueſts be told his wife openly which of 
them was her childe. Then reioyted the 
Empzeſſe greatlp, and with her ſonne 
Her ended her life in peace and reſt. 


The Morall. 


This Emperours ſonnes betokeneth 
thoſe that be choſen to euerlaſting life, 
and thoſe that bee not choſen. The mo⸗ 
ther of them is the pzoutdence of God 
H. ig. that 


| 
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f that nouriſheth them both, therefoꝛe our 
1 162d will not that his pꝛouidence ſbould 
y let the wozld know which be choſen and 


1 which ber not choſen. Foz if ſh& knew 
: that, than would ſhe lone the one and 
hate the other, and ſo would charitie bee 
enerth2owen among bs. and ſheuld line 


6 in dilcoꝛd and ſtrife, but truth at the day 


4 of Judgement ſhall tell to bs which of 
1 them ſhall bee ſaued, and which of them ⸗ 
1 ſhall by damned Therefoze pꝛap we. 
in this woꝛld that wee map come to the 
eneriaſting feaſt in Heauen. Unto the 


iq which God bzing vs all Amen. 
F The Argument. 
| The vngodly of this world will take no 


paine to live vertuouſſy, and yet often- 
times are they enriched for the moſt 
part with the ouifes of fortune, neither 
carefull of the reward laid vp for pure 
vertie in heauen, not fearing the tor- 


s | ment of hell, appointed for the rich 

' and vicious worldlines. 
2 The 21. Hiſtory. 

1 8 Ometime there dwelt in Rome a nos 

: dle Emperour named Polenus, which 


44 | 4 = ; : 
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Had th2& ſonnes whom her loned much. 
J. It befell vpon a dap, when this Empe⸗ 
'M' ronr lay vpon his bed, h& bethought 
Him to which of his ſons her might gine 
his, Empire after his deceaſe. Then cal 
led hx to him his thꝛee ſannes and ſaid. 
Thich of pon the that is lowelt ſhall 
haue mine Empire after mp deceaſe. 
The firſt Sonne an( neared and ſapd. 
Thine Empire by.reaſon ſhall bee mine, 
fo2 J am ſo ſiow that if my fote were in 
the fire, J had rather it ſhould ba bzent 
then J would take it out. 
Then ſaid the ſecond, J am(quod he) 
mo2e apt fo2 the Empire then thon, foz 
though ther were a cozde about my neck , 
wherewith J ould be hanged, and if J i 
had a ſharp ſwo2d in mp hand,foz great | 
floth that J haue J would not put fozth * 
my hand to cut the Coꝛde. oz to ſaue 1 
mp life : and when theſe two Bzethꝛen 
had ſapd, the third laid foz him thus, A 
ought to be Emperour befoze-pou both, 
fo2 J paſſe pou in louth, and that will 
I p2one thus. J lye bp2ight in mp bed, 
and there dꝛopeth wafer vpon both mine 
epes, and foz great ſlouth that J haue J 
H. iii. mone 
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mone not my head neither ts the right 
ſide of the bed noz to the left ſide,fo2 ſa. 
uing ol my ſelfe. When the Emperour 
heard this, her bequeathed the Empire 
onto the voungeſt ſonne as to the lows 
eſt of the bꝛetheren. 
The Morall. 

This Emptrour betokeneth the Dig 
nell which is Lo2d and father oner the 
bngodip in this wozld,bp the firſt ſonne 
is vnderſtod a man that chanceth into 
ruill company by whom hee falleth int 
miſ demenour and had leuer to be burnt 
in the fire of ſin, than depart from them. 
The ſetond ſonne beekokeneth him that 
knoweth himſelft bound with the band 
of finne, wherewi' h hee is to bee hanged 
on the gallowes of hell. and is ſo lothfull 
that hee will not cut it awap with the 
lawfull \ſwozd of repentaunce Bp the 
third-ſonne. is bndcrſf@de a man that 
heareth the teaching of the ioves of hea⸗ 
nen and cf the paines of hell,and will 
not moue himſelfe fo the right ſide fo2 
lone and deſire of teward, noz to the left 
de fo foꝛſake our ſinncs, foz feare of e⸗ 

kexnall paine, Such a man witbont 

2} doubk 


Is" 
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doubt fo2 his ſlouth ſhall obfaine the 


. Kingdome of hell, from the which kepe 
ds our 203d Jeſus. Amen. 


The Argument. 
Mans ſoule as a Captaine general, with 


his foces of armed vertues fighteth a- 


gainſt a ſtrong City (the World) wher 


A in is the Caſtle of vanitie, and in that 


are the poiſoned forces of ſin, as mor- 
tall enemies of mankinde, againſt who 
well w fight is the meanes to obtaine 
victory, and triumph euerlaſtingly. 


The 22. Hiſtory, 
ee the mightie Emperour 
ſomelime ruled, which beſteged a ci⸗ 
tie of the king of Egipt with a great 
boaſt, neuertheleſſe this Emperour loſt 
manp mightie Knightes without any 
hurt ol ſtroke. And thus from dap to dap 
bis people died ſodainely, whereat this 
Alexander wondzed greatly e was full 
ſozrowfull thereof in his minde, and 
anon let call afoze him the wileſt Philos 
ſophers that might be found, and pꝛaied 
them to tell him why his people dyed, 
H. b. thus 
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tus ſodainelp without wound. The 
Philoſophers anſwered and ſapd. Mp 


men dye, fo2 thep are infected with the 


venome that commeth ot his epes, and 


thereupon thep dpe. 
Then this 1 aſked if there 


The Philoſophers anſwered and ſaid. 
Mp Lo2d there is god remedp, which 


is this, plealeth it pon to (et bp a large 


mirrour of cl&re glaſſe ouer againſt 
this Cacatrice,betweene pour hoaſt and 
the wail of the Citie,and when the Cas 
tatrice beholdeth himſelfe in the mir⸗ 
tour, the deadly nature of his venemous 
fight (hall returne againe to himſelle, 
and thus he ſhall die, and pour men ſhall 
be [aued. The Emperour w2onaht bp 
the covnſatle of the Philoſophers, and 
let ſet bp ſtraight a large mirrour of 
glaſſe,and thus was the Cocatrice ſtain, 
and the Emperour with his hoaſt made 
an aſſault to the Citie, and — the 


bict9zp. _ 
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were anp remedie againſt that cocatrice. 


2.02d it is no wonder, ſoz bpon the | 
wals of that Caſtell within the Citie is 


a Cocatrice,thzough whole ſight pour 


Geſta Romanorum. 6x 
The Morall. 


This Emperour map bee called eue⸗ 
ry Chꝛiſtian man which ought to ga- 
ther an hoaſt cf vertues, foz without 
vertue there map no man fight ghoſtly. 
The Cite againſt whom ye ſhall fight 
Lis the Wozld, wherein there is an high 


ties, Vanitas vanitatum. And all vanitie. 
In this vanitie ſtandeth the Cocatrice, 
that is fo ſap, Pꝛide of liſe, deſire of the 
epes, the luſt ot the fleſh, wherefoꝛe this 
pꝛide infected ſo many, that they die in 
ſinne enerlaſtingly.Therefoze the area- 


teſt remedy againſt this pꝛide ts the ton 
ſideration of our bncleanneſſe,how we 


came naked into this woꝛld, and il it be 
aſked why a man is pꝛoud, certainly it 
may bee anſwered thus, fo2 dcfal; of clo⸗ 
thing himſelfe with vertues, what ſhall 
we doe when we die thus goſtlp, but let 
vp a pure mirrour of conſcience, and bp 


that conſcience we map conſider our lli⸗ 


bings & our bꝛittlenes as in a glas, wher 
thou maiſt (& thy own dekalt, e if K do 
thus 


Catel, that is to ſay, vanitie ot vani / 


8 
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thus without doubt the Coratrice, that 
is Pꝛide of life, deſire offhe epes, and 
luſt of the fleſh,we (all vtterly deſtrop 
and obtaine the vicozp of this woꝛldly 
titie, and then by Chꝛiſts merits be wee 
fare fo winne euerlaſting life, vnto the 
which he bꝛing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man being converſant in the 
body with the fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh by ſi- 
miſter meanes to overthrow the Soule 
with her vncleane luſts after the world, 
where through the ſoule for a time ſut- 
fereth ſhipwrack of worldly felicitie, 
yet the Lyon of the tribe of Juda is of 
power, not onely to comfort him in 
neceſsity, but alſo to reuenge his iniury, 
and make him: to repoſſeſſe with his 
former eſtate a more farmer everlaſt= 
ing felicitie in the world to come. 


The 2 3. Hiſtory. 


A Pightie Emperour ſometime rus 
d the Romanes named Archelaus 


the 


es. — — — — 
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the which in his old age eſpouled a faire 
pong Lady,whoma pong knight loued, 
and had to do with her as oft as him liſt. 
At bekeil on a night that this Em⸗ 
perour bethought him in his bed to vi⸗ 
fit the Citie of leruſalem wherefoze with 
ont anp moꝛe delay he oꝛdained al things 
neceſſary to his tournep, and toke his 
Ileaue of the Empzclle and of the fates 
of his Empire, and went towardes the 
ſatd Citie. 
When the Empzeſſe heard this, ee 
foke the Maiſter of the ſhip aſide 4 ſaid, 
If thou wilt eanſent to me and be fine, 
aſke of mee, what thou wilt a thou Galt 
haue it. The Paiſter of the ſhippe was ö 
corriipt with couetouſneſſe and ſaid. O 
mp deere Ladp, what ſo euer pou will | 
tommaund mee J ſhall with out faple ' 
fulfitt it, ſo that yon will reward mee foz 
my labour. Zhen ſayde the Empꝛeſſe, 
dꝛ thou doe orght fo2 mee, 2 ſhall giue 
the what ther liſt to haue, ſo that thou 
wilt ſweare to bee true to me and d krepe 
my counſaile. 


The Paiſter of the Chip anon | made 
Then 


bs oath to be true to her. 


The Hiftory of 
Then ſaive the @mp2eſle. Pp Lob 


him out that her may be dꝛowned, and 
pee ſhall obtaine pour reward withont 
any gaincſaping. 

Then the Papffer of the ſhip f ware 
a great oath and laide. Bp the great 
God Jupiter after hx commeth once 
within my ſhip per ſhall neuer ſ& him 
moꝛe. Then the ladp paped him as much 
gold as he would haue, 4 fo;th he went 
fo his ſhip, 

And within ſhoꝛt time after the Em⸗ 
perdur toke his ſhip, and when hee was 
in the middeſt of the Sea, the maiſter of 
khat (hip toke the Emperour and thzew 
him ouer boꝛde into the Sea. 

Then the maGer returned againe and 
fold the Empꝛeſſe that the Emperour 
was caſt into the Sea, whereol ſhe was 
full glad. 

This Emperour that was thus call into 
P ſea, had learned in his pouth to l wim, 
and ſwam fo2th fill he ſaw an Nand 
in the Sea, but euer in his ſwimming 


when her was faint and like to haue been 
dzowned 


goeth with you in pour ſhip, therefoe 
when hee is in the middeſt of the (ea,caſf + 
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dzowned, her pꝛaped fo God fo be his 

pepe, and wept ſoze, till at the laſt hee 

came into a little Jland wherin was no- 

KM thing but Lions and Libberds and di⸗ 

uers other Beaſtes that ſwam thether 
from other lands. 

When this Emperour had taken land 
in that Ile, he ſpped a poung Lion figh- 
king with an old Libberd, and the Lys 
on was almoſt onercome. The Empe⸗ 
rour had great compaſſion-on the Lyon ö 
and dzew ont his ſwoꝛd and ſlew the g 

Libberd. The Lion enen from that time | 
fozth followed the Emperour, e would 
not leave him foꝛ nothing, but everp dap 
the pap that the Lion toke her bꝛonght 
and laid it booze the Toperonrs lte, 
and anon the Emperour {mote fire on 

a flint fone, and bopled the body in 
the (kinne, and thus was her fed long 
tune, till at the laſt he walked to the 
Dea ſtrand, where her ſaw a ſhip come 
lapling bp, 4 anon with an high bopca 
her cryed : And when the ſhipmen heard 
the vopce, they wondzed what it might 

Y b&, whcrefoze they ſapled foward him 
| and when they were come to * 
q aid, 
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faid,god friends fake m with pou and 
A ſhall pap you a god fraight. —_ 

And anon thep toke him info their 
hip, and the Lion followed him ſwim⸗ 
ming in the Sea after the ſhippe : And 
toben the Lyon was in popnt to haue 
bene dzowned the ſhipmen had pittie on 
him and foke him into the ſhippe. And 
when the Emperour came to land, t 
papd his fraigbt,and when he had paied 
them her went fo2th till he came nere 
his owne Pallate, where he heard trum⸗ 
pets and Clarions, with all manner of 
other minſtrelſie, and as he hrarkened 
what it might ber, there came from the / 
Wallace a Squire towardes him that | 
was of his knowledge, but the Squire 
knew not him, to whom the Empe⸗ 
your ſaide thus. God friend J pꝛap 
the tell mie what melodie is this that 
J heare. The Squire aunſweared and 
ſaide : The Emp2efle is married this 
dap, and there bo all the ſtates of the 
Empire at her feaſt, and therefo2e thep 
make ſich melodie to make the gueſtes 
merrie. 

Then ſapde the Emperour, fo the 
Squire 
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Squire, where is her huſband that was 
the Emperour befoze. This Squire laid 
that he was gone to the holy Land, and 
was dꝛowned by the way in the Sea. 

Then laid the Emperonr, J pꝛap tbe 

fir that thou wouldeſt doe my errande 
to the Empꝛeſſe + fo y Loꝛd that ſhould 
| . bee her Hul band, that J may come into 
the Pallace 4 ſhow their mateſties ſome 
diſpoꝛt with mp Lyon. 

The Squire graunted fo doe his ers 
rand, and went in and tolo the Lo2d and 
the Lady that at the gate was a godly 
old man that deſtred to come in and plap 
with his Lyon afoꝛe pon. 

Then ſavde the new marrped L 026 
bꝛing him in and if be bee woꝛthy pers 
thaunce he might get his meate fo2 his 
ſap. 

l duben the Emperour with his Lion 
was bought in, the K pon anon with⸗ 
out any comfozt o2 ſetting on, ranns 
bpon the poung Knight that was new⸗ 
ip marryed and ſlew him and then her 


0 


had ſo done, he ranne vpen the Emy $2 
t denonred her to the fare tone be de 
all the Lozds of the Empire. nb when 
- A the 
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the States ſaw this, they were greaflie 


agaſt and began to flee, But the Empe⸗ 


rour with his faire (peach coſozted them 
# laid, Loe this is the vengante of God, 
fof this is mp wiſe that hath vſcd Ad⸗ 
uoukrp long time with this Knight that 
Ipcth here dead, and ſhe pꝛactiſed my 
death with the maſter of the Sip, and 


herebpen ide Paiſter thꝛew mer intd 


the Sea, but God ſaued me from the 
death, and becanſe J holpe once the Ep- 
In af a neede, he foꝛſoke mea never ſince, 
and'tiow as vc ſe all when J came in⸗ 
to my Pallace without anp pꝛouoking 


ok mee, her hath llaine both the Adulte⸗ 
rers, and therefoze bnderſtand. pee fog. 
truth that J am pour Lo2d the Empe⸗ 


kour. 

Anon when thep heard this, thep lift 
bp their eyes and beheld him, and at ihe 
laſt they knew him foꝛ their Lo2d, wheres 
foe they were greatly reiopſed à pꝛap⸗ 
ſed God fo2 that miracle, which had (as 
ued their Loꝛd and Emperour. And they 
liuod alter in reſt and peace. 


The Morall, 


Bp 
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By this Emperour we may bnderſfano 
ſeuery Chꝛiſtian man that purpoſeth to 
" viſite the Citie of Icruſalein, that is to 
ſap, to get euerlaſting life,thzough fruit⸗ 
full faith. But his wile, that is, the wꝛet⸗ 
ched fleſh, murmureth againſt the onle, 
and loneth better an Adulterer, that is, 
deadly ſinne, than her huſband. This 
Emperour went into a ſhip, taking his 
iournep towards the citie of Heruſalem, 

that is to ſap,he& went to the Church of 
God, which is the wap to God. But the 
wile, that is fo (ap, fleſhlp men, accuſed 
him to the maſter of the ſhip, that is to 
ſap, to 5̊ pꝛelates of the Church, foʒ great 
" rewards,wbich often:tmes blindeth the 
- fight of manp Juſtices, where thzough 
many perfect men be taſt out of the ſhip 
into the ſea to be dꝛowned, that is fo ſap, 
out of the Church, into the Sea of this 
wozld. But what ſhall he doe then, 
that is thus caſt to be troubled in this 
wozld, certainely this ought he to doe, 
lette him learne to \ wimme, that is to 
ſap, let him put all his hope in GOD. 
and then by his grace her ſhall come to 


an Jland, that is to ſap, the Religion ok 


J. u. heart 


* 
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therefoꝛe ſaith S lames thus: A pure re- 


_. wffh repentance and flap thy ſin, x then 
without doubt thon!ſhalt obtame p ©ms 
pire of Beauen. Unto the which bzing 


The Fiſtorie of L 
heart, and that he ſhall lene euer the befs © 
ter to krepe bimſcife out of this wo? , , 


ligion and vndefiled tefoie God cuen the 
father, is this, & c. And her that is in this 
Religion ſhall find a Lion whom her be⸗ 
houeth to haue againſt the diuell. 

This Lyon is our L oꝛd Jelu Chailt, 
that came of the Tribe of luda. wich 
ſighteth euer agoinſt the Dinell and if s 
man haue holpen this K ion. that is, hath 
ſerued God againſt his enemies at an i IN . 
time, truſt well then that he will not foz» it 
ſake him, but be with him in all his nerd, 
acco2ding to the Pſalmiſt ſaping thus: 
Cum ipſo ſum in tribulatione. J am with 
him in trouble By this Lion thou maiſf 
take thy wife, that is fo ſap, thy fleſt, 


bs our Lozd Jeſus. Amen, 
The Argument, 


The Soule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt 
in Baptiſme, yet dy eth by meanes of ſin, 
leauing 
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leauing behind her ſonne called Rea - 
ſon, or rather the word of God, which 
ſearcheth the diſeaſe of man her ſin- 
full father: and being ſent for to cure 
the maladie of her ſtepmother, Will, 
refuſeth to adminiſtrate ghoſtly com- 
fort vato her. 


The 24 Hiſtory. 


Ometime in Rome bare ſway a 
mightie Emperour named Gor- 
'gonte, which had marryed a courteous 
Laoy and a faire to his wife This yong 
3. L.adp in due pꝛoteſſe of time tonteiued 
ano bare a ſonne, a faire Childe and an 
amiable. When this Chude was tenne 
pereolde,his mother the Empꝛeſſe died. 
And anon after the Emperour marrped 
anottzer wife. The ſecond wife loued in 
no wiſe the Emperours Sonne, but did 
him all the ſhame and rcp2oach that ſhe 
might. When the Emperour perceiucd 
this. willing to pleaſe his wife exiled his 
ſonne ont of bis Empire And when this 
childe was erifed, he went and ſtudped 
Ppiacke, ſo that within ſhozt time hes 
J. iij. Was 


The Hiſtory of 
was a f kilfull and cunning Phiſition, 
It beetc!t lone after the Emperour his | 
Father ſickned, and was almoſt dead, 
whereloꝛe when he heard that his ſonne 
was ſuch a Phiſition, be ſent fo2 him 
by lettecs, pꝛaping him that her would 
come to him without anp delap. And 
then the lonne willing fo obep and fulfill 
his fathers commandement, in all halt 
cane vnto him. And when he had ſ&ne 
hie father and felt his pulſes and his 
veines, all the ſickneſſe he had was ſone 
healed with his medicines from all man⸗ 
ner ol dangers. | 

Sone after that, the Empꝛeſle his ſep 4 
mother began to ware ſicke, and many 
Phiſttions ſaid that ſhe would die. Ind 
when the Emperour heard this he pꝛai⸗ 
ed his ſonne to helpe her of his ſitkneſte. 
Then laid his lonne, certainelp father, 
will lap no hand on her. Then the Ems 
perour began to ware w2oth and ſaid:Jf 


thon wilt not obey my commandement, 
thou ſhalt hencefo:th depart my empire. 


Mis ſonne anſwered and ſaide: If ye 
doe ſo /deere father) pee doe vnrighfullp, 
fo; well pon know,that you exiled mee, 

dub 
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gut of pour Empire thꝛough her ſugge⸗ 
ſtion, ę mine abſence was cauſe of pour 
ſoꝛrow and ſickeneſſe, and in like wiſe 
m pꝛeſence is cauſe of her ſickneſſe, and 
theretoze J will not meddle with her, # 


-. Alſo J will vſe no maze medicines, ſo: 


oftentimes Phiſitions are deceined,and 
theretoze J dare not lap hand on her, 
leaſt men would ſap (if it foꝛtuned her 
do dpe) that J were the cauſe thereof. 
Then ſaid the Emperour: She bath 
the ſame ſickneſſe that J had. 
Hh .is ſonne an wered and ſaid, though 
ſhe hath the ſame ſicknelle, neuertheleſſe 
pee be not both of one completion Foz 


# Whatſocuer Jdid to pou, pœ helde pon 


content, and when po ſaw me come 


within the Pallace, pe reiopted of mp 


comming,and greatly were eaſed to ſe 
him that pee begat. 

But when mp ſtepmother ſaw me,thee 
cwelled fo2 anger, and toke coꝛſie at her 
heart, and therefoꝛe if J ſhould ſpeake fo 
her, her ſoꝛrow would increaſe, and if 7 


Gould touch her, he would be in a 


rage. And alſo a Phiſition p2ofiteth 
naught, but whereas the ſicke patient 
J-tutþ, de⸗ 
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delizhteth in him, who can cure her ig⸗ 
no ant ennie and not by ſkilfu!l loue. 


Ans «nen the Empereurs ſon had ſaid 


his mn nde he eſcaped and went his wap. 
I he Viorall. 


his Cmpcronr beetokeneth euerp 
tue ian man which is married to Chꝛiſt 
tn the b priſme ot rege neration, foꝛ then 


the ſoule is m. the iponie of Chꝛiſt on- 


hom our D niour hegettech a ſon, that 
1 *0 'or. e knowledge of his Wozd EF 
uin Kut when the chi'de grew fo ſome 
x ver-£ of ag: o2 ſome increaſe in bertne, 


hie mother Th:tfianitie died. Then vers 


tue drparting from pon 3 afterwards 
the Tbnuüion man his ſather wafcheth 
himlelfe wich anorber we mar e ſkep⸗ 


mather of the ſayd pouth, ne tgnos - 


rm ennie, hic, in no wie cotid aſteg 
foe empercurs {1 ot kyowleage hers 
foe ſhe cauſed him fo be bantſhe® ned 
range Comtrp from his Fatu.r « gcc 
both Ith⸗ppened that the gov chaten 
man being ener ruled by his Wife fal. th 
ſicke ſendetd fer his Son Knowledge 
Gore 102d and in ill. to cure him as his 
Ph.ſitton,who dutikully perfozmett; he 

ſanie, 
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lame. But his ſtepmother falling ſicke af 
. {ht of the Empcrours ſon, though the 
Chꝛiſtian man her huſband labours to 
him fo cure her as a god phiſition of her 
ſoule. pet the hardly digeſting him a his 
god indeuour to win her from ignozanf 
 onnie ol the truth, is notwithſtanding 
. hardlp healed of her ſickneſſe, but o:ten⸗ 
times dieth in her ignoꝛant enuie, and 
wilfull wickedveſſe, without any hope 
of health o2 life, vnto efernall ſaluation, 
ſo that thepyiſitid comes thether to late. 


. 
4 
* 


The Argument. | 
Tlcſus Chriſt the fon of God ought to 
be cherithed and foſtered in our harts 
by faith and fruictull good life. Which 
is taken from vs when wee are thank- 
full vnto him, in Gods graces. Wher- 
fore the Preachers ot Gods word as 
good Phiſitions, are comfortably ſent 
 vato vs for the admon ſhment ot vs 
in perſeuerance to amendment of lite, 
and conſtancy in C hriſte merits, ſo to 
» harbour him in our hearts, as he may 
thereby beſtow cn vs the promotion 

of heauenly bliſſe enerlaſting. 
I. v. | The 


The Hiſtory of 
The 2 5. Hiſtory. 


Ometime dwelt in Rome a mightie 
Emperour named Folenus, who had 
taken to wife the Kings Daughter of 
Germany, a faire Lad and a courteous, 
which within ſhoꝛt time conceiued, and 
| bare a Donne. When this Childe wag -- | 
| bozne, the ſkates of the Empire came to 
. the Emptrour, and euerp one of them 
4 beſought the Emperour to haue Þ bzing⸗ 
I ing bp of his ſonne. The Emperour ans 
ſweared and ſaid, To mozrow ſhall be a 
tournep, and there ſhall pe all be, æ which 
of pou doth beſt, and obtaineth the bictos 
rie, ſhall haue the keping of my Sonne, 
And if hr traine him vp well, J ſhall 
pꝛomote him to great dignitie 4 honour, 
and if hee doe the contrarp, he ſhall dye 
the fowlc death that can be thought. 
Then ſaid they, Deere L02d,all this 
pleaſeth bs well. 
On the mozrow when enerp man was 
com? to the tournep, the States iuſted 
and hel? taurnep with great baltance 
3 long time, till at tie laſt there came a 
wozthy 


. 0 — Ron 


Ceſta Romanorum. 6g 
woꝛthy Knight named Ioſias, who ſo 
- couragiouſly bare himſelfe amongeſt 
them that her obtained the bico2y. And 
immediatelp after the taurnep was all 
done, this loſias foke the Childe and led 
him fozth with him. And bercauſe this 
Emperours ſonne ſhoulo be receiued in 
his country, he ſent befoze to his Caſtle, 
and commaunded his officers that it 
ſhould bee ropallp pꝛouided foꝛz, and pꝛe⸗ 
pared both without and wilhin, and that 
the clilds lodging ſhould bee in the midlt 
of the Caſtle, and alſo that the ſeauen 
Sciences ſhould be pourtraied about the 
Childes bed, that when the child waked 
out of his flepe,he might lye in his bed 
and behold the ſame. The Knight had a 
fruitfull and a wholeſome Mell bp the 
thildes beds ſide, wherin he bſed to bath 
himſelfe,and the Knights wife bare the 
key of this Mell, and there was a wins 
dow whereat the Sunne might comfoz⸗ 
tably ſhine vpon him. It foztuned vpon 
a day the Lady that kept the kep, leſt the 
window open thzongh negligence. 
Which beeing ſo done, there came 


'V -» 


a Beare and ſaw the Mindaw open, 
and 


The Hiſtory of 
and went to the Mell, and bathed him 
therein, of whoſe bathing the Well ſae 
uoured after fo2 the great heate which 
was that time in Þ chafed beare,where- 
fo;e who ſo euer dꝛanck thereof wared 
lep2ous with in ſhozt time. And ſo it 
foztuned within a little ſpace, that by 
meanes of viing the ſame waterthe loꝛzd, 
the Kadp, and all their honſcholde were 
lepers, and notwithſtanding it appeared 
not ſodainly. And in the meane fime ther 
came a great Cagle in at the window 


where the Emperours Sonne lap, and 


bare the Childe away out of the cradle. 
And when the Knight percetned this. he 
wept biticrly and ſaid 2: Alas, alas, and 
woe to me, wꝛetched creature that euer 
J was bo2ne what ſhall J doe: foꝛ now 
J am the ſonne of Death, fo: Jom be- 
come a loathſome leper, and ſo is mp 
wife, and all mp houſc holde. And while 


h was thus maouratig. there came to 


him a Phiſi tan and ſaid fo him. Sir. if 
pre will doe after my tennſale, pe ſhall 
to! repent von Firſt, it beehoueth pon 
and pevr wife, and all vaur houſehold to 
ba letlen blod, and aue that to bee bas 
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thed and waſhed cleane. And then ſhall 
J lap to mp medicine. and when pe are 
whole, then ſhail pon t pour houſeholde 
walke to the mguntaines and ſceke the 
Emperozs ſon, foꝛ the Eagle hath let him 
fall in ſome plate. The night wꝛought 
all things by the counſaile of this Phi⸗ 


ſition, and incontinent after was leiten 


-- blod and receined the medicine and 


then h& was all whole + his wife, and 


all his houſholde, wherefoꝛe he toke his 
| Hozſe accompanied with thze Squires, 
and rode fo2th to ſceke the Childe. And 
-at the laſt h found him whole r ſound 
ping in a b allep, whereat hee greatly 
reiopced. And fo; the great top and 
gladnelle that was in him fo2 finding 
the Emperours ſonne, he lead the Child 
home to his fathcr. uind when the Em⸗ 
perour ſaw his lonne in god health. her 
was right glad, wherefoze he promos 
ted him fo great honour, and ſo after 
that long time lived he there in moſl no⸗ 
ble ſtatr, and at the laſt endeo his life 

in peace anv reſt. 
The 


mercp, and oft leaueth that Mell open, 


The Hiſtory of 


The Morall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the father 
of Heauen, his ſon betokeneth our Loꝛd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whom many men deſired 
fo nouriſh,at ſuch time as thep reteiued 
the ſacrament of his death and paſſion, 

He nouriſhed him that beſt inſteth 
with the Diuell, and overcommeth him 
though Godlp life This Knight that 
toke this Childe with him, betokeneth 
a4 god Chꝛiſtian man that euermoꝛe ab⸗ 
ſtaineth turelp from doing euill, x labou⸗ 
reth continually to doe god to all men. 
Therfoꝛe do we as the night did, ſend 
we befoze meſſengers to pꝛepare and 
make cleane the Caſtell of our bcarts, 
from all (pots of ſinne bp faithfull faith, 
and ſo ſhall this Childe Jeſus reſt and 
light in the middeſt of our hearts, 

The Well,betokeneth mercy, which 
onght to be next our Lozd. Fo2 whoſoes 
uer is without mercp & truth map not 
nouriſh that bleNcd Childe Jeſu. But if 
hapneth oft that the Knights wife (that 
is the fleſh of man) beareth the key of 


and 
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and then commeth the Beare (that is, 
the Diuell, e leaueth the loathſome filth 
in the well of mercy, 4 who that taſteth 
thereof ſhall be infected with lepꝛoſie of 
ſin. The window wherein the Sun this 
neth, is the grace of the holy Ghoſt, by 
whom men line t are comfoꝛted ghoſtly, 
By this window the Eagle commeth in, 
"that is to ſap, the flping affections of the 
wicked wo2ld,carrping awap the knows 
ledge of God from vs into the vale of ig⸗ 
no2ance and ſecuritie of ſin, + then man 
hath great cauſe to werpe, but what ſhall 
we doe when the child is gone, but ſend 
fo2 a ſkilfull Phiſition, that is, a diſs 


tre Piniſter of the woꝛd of God, which 


thail giue him counſaile to let him blog 
* and all his honſholde, that is to ſap, fo 
put out ſin thꝛough acknowledging thers 
of. and reconciling himſelfe with earneſt 

ere. vnto his hranenly father. 
Then muſt her bath himſelfe with 
keares of contrition and compunction 
of brart, and after that take the medi⸗ 
tine of amendement ol life, and ſo liue 
pre and cleane from all maner cf ſinne, 
and when her hath done thus, hee muſk 
0 leape 
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leape on the palirap of god perfenerance 
from euill. and ride fo2th with his tha - 
Squires, that is to ſap, faſting from euil, 
pꝛaper vnto God, and well deſerning to⸗ 
wards man, and than without doubt he 
ſhall finde the Child Jeſas in the valley 
of humilitie. and not on a hill, that is to 
ſay. Pꝛide. And if hee doe this, doubtleſſe 


her ſhall haue might and power to nou⸗ 


riſh that bleſſed Childe Jeſus, foꝛ whole 
nouriſhing the Father of Heauen ſhall 
pꝛomote him vnto euerlaſting ioy. Unto 
the which iop, God bzing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Chriſt the ioy of euerlaſting glory hath· 
proclaimed mutual ioy & bliſſe in hea- 
uen, as well to the poore as to the rich. 
But the rich oft times coueting al, loſeth 

that prerogatiue which the pore in hart 
enioy by the prouidence of god. Yet as * 
he is a righteous god he ordaineth both 
for the rich & the poore in, ſuch ſort, 
that if they will they may toßether ioy- 
fully bee ſatisfied with the — 

his 
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tie Emperour named Fulgentious, 
Which gouerned his people nobly, 
laued them o much, that he made 
to pꝛetlaime thꝛoughout all Nations, 
who lo euer would come to him rich 02 
pmꝛe at a certaine dap, ſhould haue their 

petitions whatſoeuer it wrre. | 
WUihen'the mightie men heard this, 
hep were glad, and came at the dap al⸗ 
ianed,and cnerp man put foꝛth his pe⸗ 
tition onto the Emperour, and immedi⸗ 
atelp their petitions were graunted ano 
fulfilled, inſomuch that a great part of 
the reuenewes of the Empire mas di⸗ 
ſtributed among them. hat euerp man 
was iopfull, and went Hoe agatne and 
toke poſſrſſion of ſuch fans 4 Caſties | 
as the Emperour had giuen them. | 


8 Ometime dweit in Rome a migh⸗ 
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Straight wap after the pw2e men 
in the Emperours Demir one guathe, 
rco them together me $317, A common 1 
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ery was made that all men both poze 
and rich, ſhould come to the Emperours 
Pallace, & there they ſhould haue what 


ſo euer thep aſ ked. The rich men haue 


bene there latelp, and obtained their pe⸗ 
titions. Zherefoze goe wer now and irp 
if wee map obtaine any god ofthe Em⸗ 
perour. The counſell was appꝛobate and 
allowed among them all, whertoꝛe thep . 
went fozth till thep came to the Empe⸗ 


rours pallace, end there they put fo:th 


their petitions acco2ding to the Empe⸗ 


rours Pꝛoclamation. 


hen the Emperour had heard them 
he laid to them: Deere friends, J haue 
heard all pour petitions.and it is ttouth e 
that my Pꝛoclamation was that every 


man indifferently ſhould come and haue 


their petitions, but the rich and mightp 


men haue ben here befoze pon, to whom 
J haue giuen all that J had, ſaue onelp Im 
the ropaltie of my Loꝛdſhip, and ſo haue 


I nothing left to gtue pou, whereat the 


po2e men pitioully replyed. God gra- 
cious Soueraigne, haue compaſſion on 


vs, & let vs not go hente empty awap fo2 


we know well, p it is our owne _ 
wer 
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wa came not rather with theſe other 
ich and mightie men, but lith it is lo, 
we craue pour grace that wee map obs 
taine ſomewhat by the which we map 
tae. Then laid the Emperour God 
friends though J haue giuen molt of mp 
lands, rents, tenements, and Caſtles to 
the rich men that came befoꝛe pon. 

Heuertheleſſe, J have kept ſtill in mine 
dine hands the Soueraigntie and dos 
minion oner them, and that J doe giue 
to pou, and ſo they ſhall hi pour Ser⸗ 
nants, and bee obedtent to pon all. And 
when the poꝛe men heard this, greatly 
hereat reiopcing, kneled downe to the 
Emperour and thanked him laping. Lo 
— we tome to late, pet we be made 
Tozds oner all theſe other. And with 
this thep foke their leaue # went home 
againe.1But when the rich z thc mightie 
men heard that, they were greatly ma- 
ned and oꝛdained a common parliament 
among them ſclues. And thus it was 
ſpoken among them. 9las, alas how 
map we ſerue them that ſomtime were 
but peſants and our ſubieas in all man⸗ 
ner things, and now thep be made 
14. tj. Lozds 
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3.02ds ouer vs. Therekoꝛe goe wer al; 
with one allent to the Emperour æ pꝛqyf 
hun of remedp. TWhen this was ſa pi : 
their connſcil was commended, and 
foꝛthwith they went to the Emperom ß 
and laid to him. Reverend Lozd what 
map this be, thoſe that were our ſer, 
aus be our loꝛds, we beſcech yon man 
iv that it map not be lo. 

Then ſatd the Emperour, god friends 
doe pou no long, fo2 mp crp wae 


common, that what ſo euer pon aſkedpe 


of ma pou ſhould obfaine your petitton, Ib 
and pee aſked nothing of me but lands, 
Rents and honours, and all that hang 
A graunted pon at pour owne will, i 
ſo much that J kept nothing foz my 


at pour map going, and after that came 
ſimple and poꝛe men, and aſked of mg 
ſome liuing accoꝛding to mp pꝛoclaima⸗ 
tion, and J had nothing fo atue them, 
but onelp the Soueraintie x Dominion 
auer pon, which J kept in mp hands, 
and when the poze menne (o cryed on v 
me, J had nothing to giue them, =_ p 
onely 
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gnelp khe authozitie oncr pou, and ther⸗ 
e pe ſhould not blame me, foꝛ that ye 
aſker pe had. Then ſaid they. A, god 
1nd gratious Lo2d,we pꝛap pon effectus 
ally of pour counſaile in this caſe, and 
of pour help. The Emperour annl we- 
red and ſaid. Sirs, if pee Will wozke al⸗ 
fer mee, J ſhall giue pou god and pꝛo⸗ 
fitable counlaile. Then ſaid they, wee 
be readp to fulfill what ſo ener pee ſap 
to vs foꝛ our pzofit, Then ſaid the Em- 
gerour, Pp god friends, pe haue of mee 
both Lands and tenements, with other 
noucable gods, and that great plenty. 
e which by mp counſaile pe ſhall im⸗ 
part with to the poze men, that they 
may graunt you the Soueraintie and 
dominion which they haue. And anon 
theſe rich men gladip graunted to this, 
and imparted of their gods among the 
poze men, and then they gaue them a- 


gaine the authozitie ouer them, like as 


— both contented, and the Emperour 

wes greatly commended of all the peo- 

| ple, becanſe he& accozdeth both the pars 
ies ſo wiſelp. 

K. iij. The 


they had ofthe rich men. And thus were 
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The Morall. 
A 
Wy this Emperour is vnderſtod our 
20:9 Jeſu Chꝛilt, which made a pꝛocla⸗ 
mation by dig Pꝛophets, Patriarks,As 


poſtles and ꝛrachers, that euerp man 


both poze and rich Could come and aſke 
enerlaſting top, and without doubt they 


Mall obtaine their petitian. But the rich 


and mightie men alke no other thing 


but woꝛrlolp honoꝛ and tranſitoꝛp riches, 


foꝛ this woꝛld ſhall paſſe and all the cos 


uetouſneſſe thereof, wherefoze hee gave 
them ſo much of wozloly wealth, that 
her had nothing left to2 himſelfe, acco⸗ 
ding to the Scripfurc. The birds of hea- 


uen haue neſts, and the Foxes in the earth 
haue caves, but the Son of God hath no- 
thing in the earth where hee may put his 
head. Mat. 8. 2 d. The poꝛe men be ſuch 
às by make in hart. Df the which paze 
men ſpeaketh dur Loss ſaping. Bleſſed 
be the poore in ipiritt, for the kingdome 


of heauen is theirs. Mat. x. 3. "So + 


ſhould ſeme thai (hep baue ſoveraignty 
in Heauen avoue mightie men ol this 
wozld 


SD of © 3s id. | 
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Ehen tie novies and ſtates of the Em⸗ | 

x pire greatiy retopced, and anon onelg 

fo2 loue of that beautitull damſell they 

would iuſt and allo fight, wherefoꝛe they 

ſet a dap of battaile, and many wo2thp 

A men were ſlaine on both ſides, neuerthe⸗ 

'.+ Icfle one obtained the chiefe vicozp,and 
,. eſpouſed that faire Ladp. 

10 The ſecond daughter which was foule 
and euill fauoured ſceing her ſiſter ſo be- 
ſtowed with great ſolempnitie, mourns 
ed and wept daily, thcrefoze the Empe⸗ 
rour her father came to her and (aid, 

Dekre daughler whp mourneſt thou 
thus 2 Alas dere Father, quod ſhœ, it is 
no wonder though 4 mourne,ſeing mp 
ſiſter is marrped witiz great honour and 
- * gladneſſe, and euerp man is iopfull of 
her, and no man loueth my company,# 
fſtherefoꝛze dere Father, what J map beſt 
dd, ſothly J wol not. Then laid the Em⸗ 

perour. O my derte Daughter, all that is 
mine is thine, and it is not bnkhowne to 

yon that he which married thy ſer had 
nathing with her, but her ben Fifa cozps 
and therefoze J ſhall pꝛoclaime in mine 
„ Swne perſon thzough all my Empire, q 
. B. b. _ thaf 4 
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Ometime dwelt in Rome a mighty & 

Emperoꝛ named Domician, which 
had two daughters, the one of them 
was paſſing faire, but the other foule 


8 


and ent fauoured, wherefo2e bee let cry 


throughout all his Empire, that what 
man would haue his faire Daughter to , 
wike, ſhould haue nothing with her but 
her beautiful and comely perſonage. And 
whoſſo would marrp his fonle daughter 
ſhould haue all his Empire alter his 


death. And when the proclamation was 


made, there came many Loꝛds that deſi⸗ 
red fo 1:1. his fayze Daughter. To 
Who the Emperour ant weredthns. 


Dirs, quod he, pe wot not what pe des 


fire, right $5; il per all know, that if po 
marty her, pet hall haue nothing with 

er but her beautifull and comely per⸗ 
fontage : and furthermoze, if J gine her 
to one of vou and not fo an other, then 
will p& firine fo2 her: therefoze if pœ 
will needes hane her, and fo2ſake mp 
fonle daughter, it (Gall behone pou firſt 
10 inf fo2 her.and he that winneth her, 
{hall marry her. 

| Then 
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world, ſhould haue nothing with her but 
per kairenes, that is to lap, the woꝛlulie 
banifies which fade and fall away like 
as the beautie of man. 

But who that will marrp the foule 
Daughter, that is to ſap, voluntarilie 
receiueth poucrtie and trouble fo2 Gods 
louc. withont doubt her ſhall obtaine 
the Empire of heauen, acco2ding to the 
Scciptore ſaying. Yee that have forſa- 
ken all things for my loue to follow mee, 
Mall haue euerlaſting lite. 

Manp noble and woꝛthy men haue 
Juſted foz the faire Daughter, that is 
to ſap, haue foughten both by Sea and 
by Land fo2 this world, foz couetiſe of 
woꝛldlip riches, and at the laſt there be 
many ſlaine : foz there is nothing here 
but Pꝛide of life, Couetouſneſſe of the 
Epes, and of the Fleſh. where thꝛough 
theſe greeuous ſinnes, all the wozld is 
put to great miſchiefe. 

But ba that marrieth the faire daugh- 
ter, that is to ſay, the TMoꝛld, is he that 
ſetteih all his aff: <ton and deſire in the 
w;etchednef ol this world, and Hul not 
£0; anp thing fozlake this wozld like a 

wꝛetch 
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welch and couetons man. Wut he that 
marrieth the ſoule Daughter, is a god 
Chꝛiſtian man, which foꝛ the lone of the 
Bingdome of heauen fozſaketh all this 
wonld, and not onely doth thus, but alſo 
deſpiſeth himſelfe,obcping vnto his true 
God in all things. Such a man certainly 
thali obtaine the Empire of Meauen. 
Unto the which Jeſu Chziſt bzing vs all. 
Amen. 


The Argument. 


Ocuotion, Prayer, and thankſgiuing vu- 
to God for his gifts, is a ſounding Mu- 
icke deleable ' in the eares of God. 
Wee are warned not after our firſt of. 
tending, to returne to our vomit, with 
the Dog: no, rather Jet vs bath our 
ſoules in the Well of ſorrowfull and 
Hartie repentance and perſeuerance of 
good life, that we may live with Chriſt 
in cuerlaſting 3 wy and bliſſe. 


The 2 8. thitory, 


Dome; 
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Ometime in Rome dwelt a mightie 
emperour named Andromick, which 
aboue all things loned the harmonp 

of Puſick. This Emperour had within 
his Caſtle, a Mell of ſuch bertue, that 
whoſoener wirre dꝛonk by dzinking, the 
Water thereof ſhould incontinent. mate 
Him (rcſh againe, æ be deliuered from all 
kinde of dzonkenneTe. There was alis 
dwciling in this Emperours Court a 
Lnight named I dronie, whom the Em⸗ 
perour loued much, but oft times he was 
dꝛonken, which vice the Emperoꝛ hated 


aboue all things. And when this Knight 


perceined himſelfe d2onken, then won! 3 
he goe tothe Mell 4 dꝛink of that water 
and refreſh himlelfe, ſo that whatſocuer 
the Emperour (aid fo him he would an- 
ſweare him ſo reaſouablp, that no dꝛon⸗ 
kenneſle might be ſne in him, and fog 
his wittie anſ weare he was greatly be⸗ 
loned of the Emperonr. Peuerthe'eſſe 
his fellowes of the Court enuped him 
much, and imagined among then elnes 
how they might withdzaw the Emp.⸗ 
rours lone from him. 
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It foꝛtuned on a dap, that this Empe⸗ 
roar went to the Foꝛreſt and heard a 
Nightingale lng ſo mercilp, that olten⸗ 


times after her would riſe carely in the 
X* tnozning,and ſomtimes trom his meat, 


ans walke to the Mod, foꝛ to heare the 
ſwetencile of her ſong, wherefoze ma⸗ 
np of his men ſaid among themſelues, 
Dur Lozd belighteth ſo much in the 
Nightingales ſong, that he reckoneth 
nothing our profit, inſomuch that tho- 
rough two things his loue is withdꝛaw⸗ 
en from vs, that is to ſap, bp Ydronie 
the night. and by the ſwat ſong of the 
Nightingale. 

Then ſaid an old Knight that was 
among them. Sirs quod he, if pe will 
doe by my connſcll, J ſhall deliuer port 
of the Knight Ydronic, and of the Nighs 
tingale without hurt oz death. 

Thep ſware and ſaid, whafſoener 
bidde vs doe, we ſhall ſtraight wap 
fulfii! with all our heart. When this 
Ianight heard this, within a while al⸗ 
ter it thaunted he eſpped this Y dronie 
d2anken, wherefo2e He locked fall the 


Well, and as this Knight Ydrooy came 
fo 


. 
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to refreſh himſelfe, h& found the Mell 
. faſt locked. 

The Emperour had a great matter 

fo treate of, wherekoze in haſt he ſent 

oz this night, becauſe of his great 


wil dome to haue his counſel. And when 


hee came beefo2e the Emperour he was 


ſo d;onken that he might not once moue 


his tongue, neither had witte, Keaſon, 
no2 vnderſtanding to anſ were the Em; 
perour to tyis matter. 
Wut when the Emperour ſaw this, 
be was greaflp grœued, foꝛ ſo much as 
hee hated that vice, whecefo:e he com- 
maunded anon that from that dap fo2th 
he ſhoald no moze bee ſcene within his 
land, vpon paine of death. 
This hearing his foes, were very gla 
and ſaid vnto the old knight. Now — 
be deliuered of this Knight Y dronie, ther 


is no moze to doe but that wer might 


finde the wap fo bee delivered of the 
Nightingale, in which the Emperour de- 
lighteth ſo much. 

Then laid the old Uniahf, vour cares 
ſhall heare, and pour eves ſhalt ſœ, that 


- _— Nightingale Hall ber deltroped in 


Wort 
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fot time. Not long after this olde 
night eſpied that the Nightingale bs | 


led fo ſit vpon a tree euen aboue the foe- 
ſaid well, whereas her make tame con- 
pied with her, neuerthelelle in the abſence 
of her make, ſhoe toke oftentime an o- 


ther make and covpled with him, when 
ber had thus done, then would ſhee deſ⸗ 
cend to the Mell to bath her ſelfe, that“ 
when her make came, he ſhonld feele no 


auoꝛ ne eu odour of that ſhe Had done. 


Farben the Knight had (@ne this, on a 


| time hte locked the Mell, and when the 


7 Nightingale would haue deſcended fo 
5 bath her ſeife after the coupling with the 


f other make, ſhe& found the well cloſed, | 
$f mherſoꝛe the flew vp into the free againe 
and mourned loꝛe in her maner, and left 
her wert ſong. Then came her make and 
ſaw that ſhe had done againſt her na⸗ 
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ture, hee returned againe #4 in ſhoꝛt time 
bꝛought a great multitude of Nightin- | 
gales which flew his make, and tare her 
all in peces 

And thus was the wiſe Knight puf - 
amay and the Nightingale ſlaine, and 
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This Emperour betokeneth our lozd 

Jeſu Chzilt, which loneth greatly the 
- ſong of deuotion, ſoꝛ when wee pꝛap, we 
lpeake with God, and when wee reade, i 
God lpeaketh vnto bs. The Mell that | 
| 


was in the Pallace, betokeneth acknow⸗ 
F iedging of our ſinnes to God, therefoze 
ik any man bee d2onken with ſinne, let 
him dꝛinke of the Mell of acknowledge - 
ing his finnes,+ without doubt her ſhall 
be ſafe. This Vdronie befokeneth enery ; 
man that wilfallp returneth againe to K 
ſinne after his acknowledged ſinne, like N 
as à Dog that maketh a vomit and caffs 
eth bp the meate that he bath eaten bes 
foze,and afterward when he is hungry, 
commeth and eateth it againe Nener- 
SW. theleſſe if a man that hath ſinned thus, 
will dꝛinke of the well of acknowledges 
ing his ſinne, her ſhall receiue his ghofl 
ſtrength. The Nightingale that ſat on 5 
tre vbetokeneth v _ that ſitteth on the 
. 5 tree 


* 
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{re of holy doctrine. And her long bets- 


keneth the ſoule that ſitteth on the tr& 


in denont pꝛapers to GSD. But this 


ſoule doeth commit enill as often times 
as ſhe conſenteth to ſinne. Nenerthes 
lelle if h&runne to the well of acknow- 
ledging ſinne, and bath her with the was 
fer of contrition. God ſhall lone her. 


But her foes that be the fiendes of hell, 
ſteing this that God is ſo mercifull,thep 
ffoppe the Wlell of acknowledgement of 


ſinne, that is fo ſap, they wonld with- 
2aw bs from datiful acknowledgement 


and from due reconſiliation of our ſelues 


betweene bs and God, and betweene vs 
and man, without ſhame and dzead of 
repentaunte, not to declare our ſinnes. 


death euerlaſting. And therefoze ſtu- 
die wee fo bath our life in the Mell of ac⸗ 
knowledging our ſinnes with the water 
of contrition,and then wer may be ſure 
to come to euerlaſting life. Unto the 
which God bzing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument, 


b 


And thus beene many exiled and put to 
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& Tie Owe ofeuery good chriſtian man 


hath to prepare h1m armed vertues io 


ithftatid the allaults of diuels: We are 
here put in minde of our deliuerance 
out of thraldome by y precious blood 
ſnedding of leſus Chriſt, which is a 
tec rour to all the ha ges of hell, not to 
dare to aſſault vs, fo | long as wee liue 
firme in Chriſts faith and beleeue in 
Hin, the bulwarke of our faluation. 


The 29. Hiſtory. ; 


| ] N Rome there dwelt ſome fime a 

L mightie Emperour named Hermes, 
which had a mightie ſtrong Citie excæ⸗ 
ding ſtrongly walled abont, and a Ben 
hanging in the mioddeſt of the ſaid Cixie, 


and when ſo euer this Empercur went 


to anp dattaile without the Citie, this 
Bell ſhouid bee immediatelp raung but 
there ſhon!d no man ring the Bell but a 
dirgin. Mithin ſhoꝛt time alter it bekell 
that Dꝛagons, Serpents, and manp 
diher venemous Beaftes empapſoned 

Lit much 


/ 
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much people, fo that the Citie was al⸗ 
molt deſtroyed, wherefoze the States of 
the Cittie went with one afent to the 
Empcrour and ſaid : Lo2d, what ſhall! 
wee doe, loe, our people, our gods & our 
Cittie is almoſt deſtroped, end pou and 
weer be in perill to periſh, thongh theſe 
cruell beaſts that conſume vs, therefo2g 
take we god connſatle, o2 elſe wee are lf 
but loſt Zhen ſaid the Emperour, what 

ſap you is bcf to be done in this mat⸗ 
fer. and how map wee veſt bee defended. 
Then anſ weared one of the wiſeſt and 
ſayde. My Lo2d heare my tounſaile, 
and do there- after, and pon ſhal not foze⸗ 
think it pte haue (quod her) in pour pal⸗ 
lace a Lpon, and ſet bp a pece of timber 
fo2 the purpoſe, and thereunto let the 
Lyon be napled and made faſt, when 
ofher venemous Beaſts (& him thus bs 


ſed & dealt withall,tyey will dꝛead vs, 


and ſo ſhall they foꝛſake this Citie, and 
wee ſhall bee in reſt and caſe. Then ſaid 
the Emperour, it pleaſeth mer well that 
hee bee ſo hſed in ſauing of pon. Then 
toke they the Lion + bſed him in maner 
as afo;eſatd, And when the other Lions 
and 
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and venemous Dꝛagons came foward 
be Citie and ſaw the Lyon thus vſed, 
e they flew awap foz dead, and durſt come 
no nearer. 


r 
7 

© The Morall. 

3 This Emperour befokeneth the Fas 
ther of Beauen, the Citie well walled 
with the Bell in the middeſt, betokeneth 


the Boule, walled about with vertnes. 
The Bell betokeneth a cleane conſci⸗ 

S ence, that warneth a man lo battaile, 
when he ſhould fight againſt the Diuel, 
that he might arme himſelfe befoꝛe with 
bertues. The Virgin that ſhould ring 
this Bell, is Neaſon, which as a Uirgin 
enclineth all vnto rightfull cleannelle. 
The venemous D2agon that beareth the 
Fire, betokeneth the fleſh of man, which 
beareth fire of Conctouſnceſſe, the which 
burnt Adom our fozefather, when he cat 
of the fozbidden Apple. The benemous 
Beaſts that popſoned the men, beefoke- 
neth the Fiends of Hell, which fo2 the 
\ molt part haue deſtroyed mankinde. 
I. it. The 
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The ſtates of the Citie, beetokeneth the 
Patriarks and pꝛophets, which beſougheß 
God of counſaile and remedp that man⸗ 
kinde might bee ſaned, and anon it was 
counſailed foꝛ the beſt remedp, that a Li- 
2n(that is Chꝛiſt/ ſhoulo bee napled vpon 
the Croſſe, accozding to the Scripture 
ſaping thus, Expedit vnus moriatur ho- 
mo pro populo vt gens non pereat, & 
That is to ſap. It was rt quiſit that one 
man ſhonlo dye fo2 the pcople, leaſt all 
fleſh ſhould periſh The toke they Chꝛilt 
and hong him on the troſſe, foꝛ the which 
the Diuell dꝛeadeth chꝛiſtian prople, and 
dare not come nigh them. And thus bp 
the grace of God, chꝛiſten men ſhal come 
to enerlaſfing bliſſe. Unto the which 
ꝓꝛing bs the Lambe of God which ſhed 
his pꝛecious blod foz vs. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Here is ſignified the thraldome of man 
vnto Sathun by Enuie, till Chriſt the 
ſonne of God ene the pou- 

er of the holy g ghoſt to ſet him at libet- 
tie, and put him in poſſeſſion of the 
pallace 
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pallace of euerlaſting felicitie. 


The 30. Hiſtory. 


Rome dwelled ſometime a migh⸗ 
Jie Emperoꝛ and a mercifull named 
NMlienalay, which ozdained ſuch a law that 
what innocetperſon were taken e put in | 
p2iſon,if be might ſcape and come fo the . 
Emperours Pallace,he ſhould be there 1 
ſafe foz all manner acculations againſt 
him in his life time. It was not long af- | 
fer but it befell that a knight was accu⸗ 
ſed wherfoze her was taken and put in a 
rong and dark pꝛiſon, wher hee lap long 
time,+ had no light but at a little win- 
' dow, whereas ſcant light ſhone in, that 
lightened him to eate his fimple meate 
that was brought him bp his Keeper, 
wherefoze he mourned greatly 4 made 
ſo:row that her was thus faſt ſhut vp 
from the ſight of men. Neuertheleſle 
when the Kkeper was gone there came 
dailp a Nightingale in at the window 
and ſang full \wco&tly, of whoſe ſong 
this wofull Knight oft times was fed 
L.liff, with 
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with ioy, e when this bird ceaſed off her 
4 ſang,then would ſhe fly into the knights 
þ boſome;and ther this knight fed her ma⸗ 
[i ny a dap, of the vittaile that God ſent 
im. 
3 befell after on a day, that this Knight 
was greatly deſolate of comfoꝛt. Neuer 
\ theleſſe the Bird that (at in his boſome 
4 fed vpon kernels of Nuts, and thus hee 
faid vnto the Bird. Swert Bird Jhaue 
ſuſtained the manp a dap, what wilt 
than gine me now in mp deſolation to I 
tomfoꝛt mee, remember the well, that 
vou art the creature of God, and J allo, 
therfoꝛe help me now in my great nede, | 
When the bird heard this, ſhe flew fozth 
from his boſome. « tarricd f16 him thz& 
dates. But the third day ſhe came againe 
and bought in her mouth a pzecious 
Cone.and laid it in the knights boſome: 
And when ſh& had ſo done ſhe foke her 
flight and flew from him againe. The 
night maruailed of the Stone and of 
the bird. and therwith he toke the fone 
1 in his hand and touched his gines and 
i” Fettets there with, and anon fell off 
all his Fetters and Chaines wherwith 
be 
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- b& was bound. And then he aroſe and 
touched the doꝛes ofthe pꝛiſon, anon 
they opened, and fo her eſcaped and ran 
faſt to the Emperours Pallace. When 
the keper of the pꝛiſon perceiued this, 
he blew a hoꝛne thiſe, and raiſed vp all 
the folke of the citie, and lead them fozth 
crping with an high voyce. Loe the theſe 
is gonc, follow wee him all. And with 
that hee ranne befoze all hin fellowes to⸗ 
Wards the Knight. e when he came nigh 
him, the knight bent his bow & did Gote 


an arrow wherwtth he [mote the keper 


in the lungs and flew him, and then hee 
ranne to the Pallace, whereas he found 
ſuccour accozding to ige Law. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth our 
2 02d Jeſu Chaift, which oꝛdapned a 

Law that what Innocent, that is, 
what perſon impꝛiſonned wW2ongfallp E 
might efcape and come fo the Pallace 
of his hesuenlp habitation thaough re- 


pentance and true amendement of life, 
A.. b. ſogld 
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Gould finde perpetuall ſuccour and help. 
This Knight betokeneth euerv one 
that is innocent and accaſed by enuy oz 
malice bniultlp, taking grrefe fo2 his pꝛe⸗ 
ſent cſfate. | 
The Keeper of this P2iſon beetoke- 
neth the Diuell that kepeth loch a man 
Hard bound in ſinne, and ſerneth him 


with riches and delights of this tranſi⸗ 


toꝛie wozld, that be ſhonld not elcape 
from danger. | 
The Bpꝛd chat ſingeth ſo [wertlie, 
bertokeneth the vopce of Heauen that 
fapth to the opp:eſſed : Reuertere, reuer- 
tere ſunamitis. Turne againe, now furne 
againe thou Pꝛiſoner, that is fo (ay, | 
turne againe thou oppꝛeſled, and J ſhall 
reteiue thee 0 grace. Fo2 when man 
kinde was in thzaldome fo Sathan in 
the P2iſon of Yell, then came there a 
Bird, that is fo ſay, the Godhead, bea⸗ 
ring with him a tone, that befokeneth 
our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt, accozding fo the 
holy Scripture, ſaping: Ego ſum lapis, 
J am ſtone. 
The ſonle of Chꝛiſt deſcended with 


che Godhead and On with him all 
man” 


» 
Mankinde ont of the paiſon of Mell, ther: 
foze if any of vs be tn the Pꝛiſon of 
wo2idly oppꝛeſſion. touch wee our ſinnes 
with the Cone, that is to ſap, with the 


. . berfne of our Loꝛd Jeln Cheiſt, by ac⸗ 


knowledging our Sinnes, bp faithfull 
Pꝛaper, and by true contriſion, and then 
without doubt the chaines of our op⸗ 
pꝛeſlion, with this ſtone ſhall bee bꝛoken 
And fall from vs, and the does of Peas 
uenlp grace ſhall be opened, and we ſhal 
obtaine help and ſaccour in the Pallace 
of heanenlp habitation © 

And if the Keeper of the Pziſon, war 
is to ſap, the Dinell{which is the blow⸗ 
er of the hoꝛne of ide, Lecherp, oz cos 
netiſe) ſtir vp any ſinners, then tary? 
we againe towards him manfally,ant 
thote at him the arrow of conſtant faith 
in Jeſns Chaiff, by true and vnfapned 
repentance and without doubt he ſhall 
flee from vs. And then by the grace of 
almightic God war map obtaine the 
Pallace of Yeanenlp bliſſe, where wee 
thall behold the King of all glo:p. Unta 
the which bꝛing vs our IP Jefus 
— 


The 


The Hiſtory of 
The Argument. 


A poore man exalted to dignitie, is here 
admonithed not to be vnthankful, and 
to render euill for good. But euen to 
the moſt ſimple ones to bee gratefull 

It for any benefite, elſe ſurely God that 

Fy giues thee this promotion, will make 

Ma the brutiſh creatures of the earth thy 
enemies, and depoſe thee from thy dig- 


Kid nitie, and he that hath helped thee, bee 

|. he neuer fo baſe, may then in fine have 

F 1 better fauour with Goa and man then 

+1: thy ſelte,wherefore bee warned of in- 

N _ gratitude, by this example, and know 
. thy ſelte, thy God, and thy friend. 

WY 

. The 3 2. Hiſtory. 

{6 here dweit ſometime in Rome 
1 T a mightic Emperour named E- 
42 bohdes. Jt foꝛtuned on a dap 
1 that this Emperour walked into the 


Fozreft. where her met ſodainely with 


a poze man, and lo ſone as this Empe⸗ . 
rour 
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tout ſaw him, he was greatly moued 
with mercy & ſaid. God friend whence 
art thou. Pp ſoneraigne Luzd quod he,J 
am pour ſubiect, boꝛne in pour land, and 
now in great pouertie and nde. Then 
ſaid the Emperour. If 7 knew that thou 
wert true in eucry thing J ſhould pꝛo⸗ 
mote the to great riches, therefoze tell 
mee what 1s mp name. 
Bp Lozdquod he, J am called Lenticu- 
lus, and J plight pou my fronth and true 
ſeruite. and if J doc ctherwiſe, J ſubmit 
me vnto pon x fo all manner of puniſh⸗ 
ment that pe can put me to. When the 
Emperour heard this, hee pꝛomoted him 
incontinently to great riches, not long 
_ after that hee made him a Knight « tes 
ward ok his land. And when he was thus 
exalted to riches & honour, he wared ſa 
pꝛoude that he d: ſpiſed both his ſuperi⸗ 
ours and his infcriours. Not long alter it 
befcll that this ſteward rode by a foꝛreſt, 
where as he met with the Foſter, and 
charged him that her ſhould make an 
hundꝛeth pits in the ground, and couer 


them oner both greene graſſe and ſmall 


bhobbes, that if wilde Beaſts foztnned to 
goe 


| 
1 
1 
{| 
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goe to the Foꝛreſt that ſame wap, that . 
«il ſhoulf chan fall in, and ſo ſhould 
they bee kanen and bꝛought to the Ems 
perour. The Foſter anſweareb and 
fapde. Sir as pe haue ſaid it thall be 
dane. Not long time after it koztuned 
that this Steward rode to this Foꝛreſt 
agatne to ſe if theſe Pits were made, 


and as her rode hee bethought hum hom 


wealthy a man # how mightie in power 
be was made, and how all things in the 
Empire obeped to him, and was ready 
at his Will. 

As he rode thus thinking, be ſaid to 
himſelfe. There is no G D D laue one- 
ly J, and with that hee ſmote his Pozſe 
with his ſpurres and ſodainelp he fell 
into one of the derpe Pits, that hee had 
oꝛdained ber foꝛe himſetfe, foz the wilde 
Braſtes, t toꝛ the great deperteſſe there⸗ 
of hee might not ariſe againe by no mans 
ner of craft, wherefoze he languiſhed 
in great perpleritte, and ffrarght wap 
after him came a hungry Lpon, and 
fell in the ſame Pit, and after the Ap⸗ 
on an Ape, and after the Ape a Ser- 


pent. When the Steward was thus 
beſet 
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vefet with theſe the WBeaſtes,h& was 
greatly moned,and feared much. 

There was that time dwelling in the 
Citie a poꝛe man named Guy, that had 
no riches ſane ondp an Ae, wherwith 
daily bee carrped ſtickes and wod that 
fell from trees, and ſuch as ha could get 
in the Fozreſt, and thoſe her bzounht to 
the market and ſould them, and in this 
' wiſe hee ſuſtained himlelfe and his wife 
as well as he might. 

Jt foztuned that this poze Guy went 
to the foꝛreſt as he was wont and as he 
came by the derpe Pit hee heard a man 
cry & ſap, O deere friend what art thou, 
foz Gods ſake helpe me, and J ſhall re⸗ 
- compence thee ſo well that thou ſhalt e⸗ 
. ner after be the better. 

When this poze Guy heard that if 
was the vopce of a man hee mernailed 
greatly, and cod ſtill on the Ppttes 
b:incke and ſaid: Loe god friend Jam 
come foz thou haſt called me. Zhan 
. Capde the Knight deere Friend J am 
Steward olf all the Emperours landa, 
nd thus by foztune J am fallen into 
the Pit, and herre bie with mer th2ce 

braſtes 
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Bealts,that is fo ſap, a Lyon,an Ape EF 
an hozrible Serpent, u hich J feare moſt 
of all, and 7 wst not of which of them J. 
hall be fürſt donoured: thereſoze J pꝛay 
ther foꝛ Gods lake get mer a long co;d, 
wherewith thou maiſt dzaw ine out of 
this derpe Pit, and J ſhall warrant ther 
to make thee rich in all things koz euer⸗ 
oze hereafter, and but J haue help the 
rather, J ſhaibe deuonred of theſe beaſts. 
Zhen ſaid this poꝛe Guy, J map full 
ill intend to help thee. Foz J baue nos 
thing to liue on, but that J gather wod x 
carrp it to the market to ſell, wherewith + 
J am ſuſtained: Neuertheleſſe, J ſhall + 
leaue mp purpoſed labour, and fulfili thy 
will, and if thou reward w 967 it ſhall 
bee great hinderance to m.. #722 to my 
poꝛze wife. Then the Ste ward made 
a great oath and ſapd, that he would 
pꝛomote him and all his fo great riches. . 
Then ſaid Guy, if pon will fulfill pour 
pꝛomiſe, J ſhail doe what von bid me, 

And with that went againe to the Citie 
and b2ought with him a long rope and 
came fo the pit and ſaid. 


Dir teward,lo J let down a rope fo the, 
binde 
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binde thy ſelfe about the middle theres 
with, p J map pull the bp. Then was 
the Steward glad and ſaid. Gad friend 
let downe the rope And with that he calf 
the end of the rope downe into the Pit. 
And when the Lion ſaw that, he caught 
the rope and held it faſt, + Guy dꝛew the 
Lion vp weentng to him he had dꝛawen 
bp the Steward, t when her had ſo done 
the Lion thanked him in his maner, and 
ranne to the wod The ſecond time that 
Guy let downe the Nope, the Ape leapt 
to it and caught it faſt, and when he was 

dꝛawen pp, he thanked Guy as he could, 
and ranne to the wad. The third time 
be let downe the rope & dzew vp the ſer⸗ 
pent, ich thanked him, e went to the 
' wad. The ©tzward crped with an high 
vopce: O deere friend, now A am deli⸗ 
uered of thz& benemous bealks,now let 
downe the rope to me that J map coms 
bp. And poꝛe Guy let downe the 
rope, and the Steward bound himſelfe 
faſt about the middle, and anon Guy 
dꝛew him bp. And when bee was thus 
holp out of the derpe Pit, he ſaid fo Guy 


P. come 


N 
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Come fo ms at tha of the clock fo the 
pallace, and then J ſhall make the rich 
foʒ eucr. This poze Guy reiopted therof 
and went home without anp reward. 
Then his wife demaunded of him whp 
be gathered no wod Wwherwith thep 
might line that dap. Then told he her 
all the p2oceffe as it befell, how the ſte⸗ 
ward fell into a pit, (and aiſc the Lion, 
the Ape, the Serpent, that he had made 
in the ſaid Foꝛreſt,) 4 how he had hob 
pen him with a rope, & ſaued him from 
being denonred of the thꝛee venemonus 
25cafts,+ how he ſhould goe to the Ste⸗ 
ward # fetch his reward on the moꝛrow. 
When his wife heard this. ſher retopced 
greatly and ſatd : If it ſhall bee ſo god, 
ſir ariſe to mozrow at a due honre, and 
goe to the Pallacc and recetne pour res 
ward, that wer map bee comfozted theres 
p. 
So in the moꝛning Guy arofe 4 went 
fo the Palſace and knocked at the gate. 
Then came the Pozter and aſked the 
cauſe of his knocking: J pzap the quod 
this Guy, gor to the ſteward and ſap to 
him that here abideth a poꝛe man at — | 
gate * 


» 


a * wh _ 
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gate tha? ſpake with him peſferday in 
the Foꝛreſt. The J3v2ter went and told 

the Steward as the poze man had laid. 
Then lapd the Steward, goe thou a- 
gaine, tell him thathe ipeth,fo2 peſter⸗ 
day ſpake J with vo man in the fozreſt, 
and charge him that he goe awap, and 
tbat Jſæe him here neuer after The 
Woꝛter went foꝛth and tolde poꝛe Guy 
what the ſtemard had ſaid, and charged 
him to goe away. Then was this poꝛe 
Guy fozrowfull and went home, f when 
He was come, he told his Tir how the 
Steward had anſwered him. 


His Wife co:nfo2ted hun in all that 


| the might and ſaid. Sir gae pou againe 

and pꝛoue him thziſe. Then on the mozs 
rom this Gy aroſe and went to the pals 
late agatne, pꝛaping the Poster to doe 
his errand once againe to the Stemard, 
the Poztcr ani wered and ſapde. gladlp 
J will doe thine errand but J feare ma 

Le it ſhall be to thp burt. 

And then went hee in and tolde the Ste⸗ 
ward of the comming of this poꝛe man. 
When the Steward heard that, he went 


dut and ail to beate this filly Guy, and 
'F M. i. left 
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{ left Him in percil of death, when his 
| wife heard this, (hee came with her Ie 
and les him home as ſh& might. and all 
N that ſhæ had lhe ſpent vpon Durgiong 
F and Phiſitions to help him. And when 
he was perfedlp whole, h& went to the 
Foreſt as hee was wont, fo2 to gather 
ſticks and ſmall wod fo? his lining. 
Ano as he went in the Foꝛreſt, he ſam 
a range Lpon dꝛiuing befoze him Af, 
ſes that were laden with chaffer 6 mer / 
chandiſe. This Lpon d2oue fozth the Al 
ſes befoze Guy, which dꝛead him ſoze, 
leaſt he would haue denoured him, ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe when he beheld the Lion bets 
ter, hee knew well that it was the ſame 
Lion that he dꝛew ont of the Pit This 
Aion left not Guy fill all the àſſes with 
the Parchandiſe were entered into his 
houſe, and than the Lyon did him obey⸗ 
ſaunte and ranne to the wod. ̃ 
This Gay obtained theſe fardels, and 
found great riches therein, wherefoze 
hee made to pꝛoclaime in diners Chur⸗ 
ches, if anp man had loft ſuch gods, buf 
there was none thaf challenged them; 
And when Guy law this, he toke the 
gods 
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Then ſaide the Emperonr. O thou 
etched creature, bnreaſonableBeaſfg 
as the Lyon, the Ape, and the Serpent, 
rewarded him fo2 his god deed, and thou 
that art a reaſonable man haſt almeſt 
beaten him to death that ſaued the, and 
oke the out of the pit, thereſoze foz tp 
falſhod and wickedneſſe 4 indge ther to 
be hanged this dap on the gallo ws, and 
all thy gods and lands J grannt to Sir 
Guy, and alſo J o2daine that Sir Guy 
all occupy thy place, s bee mp ſteward, 
and ſq it was done. When ſir Guy was 
thus rewarded by the Emperour, and 
made Steward, he was well beloned of 
euerp man, as long as he lined, and af 
the laſt ended his life with honour and 
god prace. = 


The Moral. 


This Emperour betokeneth the Fas 
ther of Þeanen, the poꝛe man betokes 
neth euerp man that commeth into this 
wand. fehle and naked from his — 
thers 
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thers wombe, and at the laſt is pꝛomo⸗ 
ted to great riches and wozldly honour, 
as the Pſalmifk ſaith. De ſtercore eri- 
gens pauperim. God lifteth vp the pwze 
man out of the ire, and maͤnp ſuth 
men know neither God, ne himſelke, but 
tauſe to make d pe pits, that is to ſap, 
dakindeneTe and mallice they _ 
againſt fimple men, in the which Pit 
the Dincll cauſeth them oft to fall ac⸗ 
co2ding to the Text in Pccleſiaſticus: 
Foueam qui alteri facit ipſe incidit in eam. 
That is to ſay. Who maketh a it oz 
an other man, himſelfe falleth therein, 
which text was well pzoned by Haman; 
who cauſed to ſet vp a gallowes for Mar- 
dochius, but was hanged theron himſelfe. 
This Guy that went daphp to the foreſt 
with his Alle to gather mod, betoke⸗ 
neth euerp iuſt and godlp man, fearing 
God, in the Foꝛzreſt of this wo:l5, hs 
Mood that he gathered, betokcneth his 
faith c god works, which he carrieth vp⸗ 
on his Affe, humane indt uour, wherwith 
bis foule may top and live in the faber ⸗ 
nacle of Heauen Ind as the Hfiewarn, 
the Lion, the Ape, and ihe Serpent that 
fell 


t 
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It was not long after the Emperour 
had knowledge how fir Guy had a ffone 


olſuch bertue, wherefoꝛe he ſent foz ir 


„ 


hs had à greater deſire to buy that one. 
then her had befo:e, and ſaid to him: 


Guy, commaunding him to come to him 
in all half, and ſo hie did. And when ſir 
Guy was come to the Emperour, the 
Emperour ſaid to him. p friend 3 haue 
heard ſap that ſometime thon wert in 


great ponertie, and now thou art made 


rich by the bertae of a little ſtone, there⸗ 
foze J pꝛap thee that thou ſell me that 
ſtone. Sir Guy anſ wered and ſapd, that 
map J not do, fo: ſo long as 4 haue that 
ſtone, J am ſure of thꝛæ things, that is lo 
ſap, of ioy without ſozrew,plentie withs 
aut want, and light without darkneffe. 

When the Emperour heard this, 


Sir Guy of two things, hon muſt chule 
one, that is, choſe whether kthon wilt 
foꝛſake this Empire and all thy kindged, 
Guy: elſe ſell me thy Stone. Then lard bir 

uy 
Þy Toꝛd if if muſk nedes:bee. thus, 
bie it at pour will, neuertheleſle 7 ſhall 
tell yon the periil of this Stone, it pee 
P iii. pap 
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pay not therefoze as it is worth, withs 
out doubt it will come to mee againe. \ 
Then ſaid the Emperour, ſothip J will 
giue ther ſufficient, fo2 thou ſhalt receine 
of me& therefoze a thouſand pound, and 
ſo it was done, ſir Guy receiued the mos 
nep and went home. On the mozrow 
earlie he opened his coftr and found the 
Sfone,and then hee fold tothe Lady his 
Uife,how her had found the Cone of the 
Emperour as he delinered it, and how 
he found it againe in his Cofer. Then 
laid his wife god fir in all the haſt pe 
can goe againe fo the Emperour and 
fake him the Stone, leaſt that he bee 
diſpleaſed, and thzongh mallice repute 
ſome deceit in vs. 

Then went fozth Sir Guy againe to 
the Emperonr, and ſapde to him. p 
2.020-pefterdap-J ſonld pon a ſtone the 
which if it pleaſe pou J would faine ſc. 
The Gmperonr went fo2 the Stone to 
His Treaſure but found it not, where⸗ 
foze hee was right ſoꝛrowfull and tame 
ugalne and told Sir Guy, how it was · 
loſt. Then ſapde Sir Guy, my Lo:d 
grieve pou not, foz J tolde pou peſter⸗ 

dap 


q 
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dap that J might nat ſell it, but if x 
had the balew thercof, and yeſterdap J 
- receined a thouſand pound of you theres 
foze,and this dap J found it in my Co⸗ 
fer againe, and therefoze if J had not 
bought pon the ſtone againe peraduen⸗ 
ture pou would haue ſhewed me pour 
heauis cauntgnance, and with that he 
- Cewed forth th: Stone, whereat the 
Emperour meruailed greatly and ſapd. 
Dir Guy by the trouth that thou oweſt 
to me, tell mee how thou cameſt by this 
Stone. 
Then ſaid fir Guy. By the faith that 
J owe to pou, J tall tell you the very 
trouth as touching this ſfone. 

Pour ſteward that is pzamofed vp ot 
nausbt, let make many derpe Pits in 
pour Foꝛreſt, and it foztuned not long 
aſter, that hee fell downe into one of them 
himſelfe, and might not ariſe againe oz 
d&peneſſe of the Pit, it foztuned alſo the 
fame dap that a Lpon, an Ape, and a 
Sexpent fell into the Pit with him, af 
which time J was a verp poꝛe man, and 

take great paines foꝛ my lining, and as J | 
walked into the Fozreſt with mine _ 


P. v. 
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to gather Md, he crped to me that I 
Gould help him ont of the Pit, and ſane 
bim from death, fo2 there were in the pit 
with him thꝛer venemons beaſts, that is 
to ſap, a Lion, an Ape, and a foule Ser- | 
pent, and then her pꝛomiſed mer by his 
woꝛd fo pꝛomote mer and all my kin to 
great riches. And when J heard that, J 
was glad, and iet downe a long rope vn⸗ 
to him, ſuppoſing to haue dꝛawen him 
vp, and then J haled vp a Lion, and af- 
ter that an Ape, and then a Berpent, and 
at the laſt pour Steword. 

- The Lion gaue me ten Alles charged 
with marthandile, the Ape gaue me as 
much Wed as mine Aſſe might beare, | 
and the Serpent gane me this fone that 

J haue fold you, but pour Steward beat 
me and wounded mer full ſoꝛe ſoꝛ my 
god will, that J was bozne home bpon 
mine Ade. 

When the Emperour heard this, his 
heart was greatly moned againſt the 
ſteward, whereloze he examined him ol 
that falſe dede,but hæ was dumbe and 
would not (peake, foꝛ ſo much that he 
eould not denie his ingratitude. 
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gods, and bought therewith honſe and 
land, and ſo was made rich. Nenerthes 
leſſe hee haunted the Foꝛreſt as hee did 
| befoze. And after that as he walked by the 
Fozreft to gather wod,he ſpped the Ape 
in the top of a Tre, the which bꝛake 
bo wes buſtlp with her teeth and clawes, 
and thzew them downe, ſo that in ſhozt 
time Guy had laden his Aſſe. And when 
the Ape had ſo done, ſhee went her wap, 
and Guy went home. And on the moz⸗ 
row Guy went to the Foꝛreſt againe, x 
as be (ate binding his fagots, he ſaw the 
Serpent that her dꝛew out of the Pit 
| come toward him, bearing in her month 
| a pꝛecious Stone of th:& conlonrs, the 
which ſtone the Serpent let fall at Guies 
fete,and when the had thus done. ſhE& 
kiſſed his fete and went her wap This 
Guy toke bp the Stone and mernailed 
greatly of what vertne it might bez, 
wherefoze he aroſe bp and went to 4 
Jeweller named Peter, and laid: Deere 
pꝛother J pꝛap thee tell mee the vertne of 
his pꝛecious Stone, and J ſhall reward 
de well ſo; thy le * 
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while her was made Knight. 
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hen this Jeweller had well bholden 
and vnderſtod the nature of the Stone, 
hee ſaid Goo fricndifthon lift to ſell the 
fone, I ſhal giue ther an hundzced marks, 
Then ſaid Guy J will not ſell my ſtone 
till thou tell me truelp the vertues theres 
of, Then iaid the Jeweller, without 
doubt this ſtone hath three vertues, be 
Erft vertur is that wholorucr beareth #- 
this ſtone vpon him, ſhall haue top withe 
out ſoꝛrom: the ſecond Uertue is, that 
her ſhall haue pleniie without want: the 
third vertue is, he ſhall haue light with⸗ 
out darkneſſe. And it hath alfo another 
Uertne, that no man map ſell it but foz 
as much as it is worth, and if hee doe 
the tontrarp, the ſtone returneth againe 
fo the firff owner. 
hen Guy heard this, br was right 
topfall, and ſapde to himſclſe, in a gon 


TPonre, J dꝛew theſe Bealles out of the 


Pit. 
Not long after if befell that thls Guy 
by the Ucrtne ofthis Stone was mat 


palling rich. and bought arcat poſſcſſbeſſ 


ons and ltnelode, wherefoze within 40 
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fell into the Pit, right ſo when a finfall 
man kalleth into the Pit of ſinne. 

Ttͤ!he Lyon of the ſtock of Iuda chat is 
Jelu Chꝛiſt)deſtendeth with him as ol. 
tent imes as the ſinner hath will to tome 
to grace. Therefoze ſaith the Þſalmiſft. 
Cum pſo ſum in tribulatione. That is 
to ſap, Jam with him in tribulation, 
This Guy dzaweth vp the L pon, that 
is to ſap, mans ſoule out of the Pit, by 
ge Coꝛde of Uertnes. He dꝛew bp the 
Ape alſo, that is fo ſay, contrary will 
to reaſon, that he may obep fo reaſon... 
Foz of all maner beaſts the Ape is moſt \ 
like to man, right as among all the 
ſtrengths of the Sonle, diſcretion ought 
fo bee likened bntoreaſon,+ to obep rea⸗ 
ſon Mee d2ew bp allo a Serpent, by the 
which is vnderffooe Kepenkance, foy 
two cauſes. Fo2 the Serpent bearcth 
in his month venime, and in his taile a 
wericine. Night ſo Repenfaunce beas 
reth at the beginning bitterneſſe to the 
der. neuer theleſſe it is full warte and 
medictnabie vnto the Soule at the end, 
and thereteze enery Juſt man (Could 
dꝛaw to him the Serpent of 2 
nd 


\ 
\ 
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And at the laſt her dꝛew bp the Steward 


Chuſfs laping. 


J am not come onely to call the righte« 
ous, but ſinners to repentance. 

Allo it is witten, that Seneca the Þht- 
loſopher taught an Emperour many 
lawes and bertacs of truth, x at the laſt 
like as this Steward did, ſo did this 
Emperour ſought the death of his Pas 
Ker Seneca. 

Alſo Chꝛiſt gaue power fo Iodas fo 
wozke miracles, like as hee did to other 
Diſciplce,neverthelellc he betrated him 
at the laſt. 

Right ſo now a dapes be mary chit 
dꝛen of Beliall which delighteth moze to 


doe harme then god, in eſpeciall fo them 
that would inſtruct them perfectly bath 


ſoz the ſonle and bodp. 
The Lyon gaue to the iuſt and gods 
tp poꝛe man tenne Aſſes charged with 
Marchandiſe, that is to ſap, our Lo2d 
Feſt Chit gineth to enerp righteons 
man tenne Commandcments charged 
with vertues. by the which hee groweth 
to the riches of Heauen. 

The 


from the Pit of Sinne, acco2ding vnto 
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The Ape alſo, gathered him wod as off 
as the iuſt man wozketh the fruites of 
faith. Foz wod voluntarily is p:offtable 
fo2 two things, that is to ſap, to make 
fire, and to build houſes,Right ſo perfect 
Charitie reiopceth God and the Angels 
in heauen, accoꝛding to the ſcripture ſap⸗ 
ing. Quia magis gaudium eſt Angelis, &c. 
That is to lap, Moꝛe joy is among An⸗ 
gels koꝛ one ſinner doing Nepentaunte, 
cc. Charitie alſo raiſeth the houſe of hea⸗ 
uen againſt the comming of the Sonle. 
The Serpent alſo gaue him a ſtone of 
thzx diuerſe conlours, the which beto⸗ 
keneth our Loꝛd Jeſu Chziſt, whom we 
ſeeke by Kepentaunce Zherefo:e ſaith 
Saint lerom in the ſecond Table thus. 


bPoſt naufragium eſt penitendum. That 


is to ſay. We& ſhould repent vs after 
our ſhipwꝛack. That, Chꝛiſt is the ſtone, 
map be pꝛoued by himſelfe ſaping. 

Ego ſum lapis viuus. That is to ſap, Y 
am a lining ſtone Cbꝛiſt hath thꝛe cou; 
& lours, which beetokeneth the power of 
*hc Father, the wiſedome of the ſonne, 
and the humilitie ofthe holy GhoF. 
There 
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Therefoꝛe who ſo map get this ſtone 
call haue the Empire of Heauen, top 
without ſoꝛrow, plentie without any 
went, and light without darknefle : 
Unto the Which bing vs our Lo2d 


Amen. 


The Argument, 


By the natiuitie of Chriſt procedeth ioy⸗ 
ful gladneſſe to the world & ſaluation 
vnto mankinde. Vet is man vnthankful 


vnto God cõtrary to his promiſe made 


in baptiſme: we are warned in al world- 


lie Tempeſts to cleaue to Chriſt by 


Faitli and Hope. to contine in well 
doeing, and to impugne the malice of 
the Diuell: the Preachers of Gods 
word are ſent of God to confound the 
Diuell by ſound doctrine and good 
life: life and death is ſet beefore men, 
we ought then to chooſe that life that 


may be for our euerlalung comfort. 


The 


Jeſu Chꝛiſt that dped foz all mankinde. 


* * 
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The 32, Hiſtory. 


Daughter of Ieruſalem, a fapꝛe 
Ladp and a gracious, in the fight of 

euery man, but ſhe was long time with 
the Emperour 02 ſhe bare him anp child, 
wherfoꝛe the Robles ofthe — were 
right ſozrowfall,becauſe their L ozd had 
none Heire of his body begotten. ill 
at the laff it beefall that this Anſelme 
{ walked after ſppper in an euening in his 
garden and bethought himielfe how he 
J had none heire, 4 how the Bing of Am- 
| pluy warred on him continuallp, foz ſa 


much as he had no ſonne to make deſt⸗ 


annce in his abſence,wherefoze be was 
right ſoꝛrotofull and went to his cham- 
ber e ſlept. And at the laſt him thought 
he ſaw a biſion in his le&p,that the mozs 
ning was moze clœrer then it was wont 
to be, g that the Pone was much moze 
pater on the one ſide, then on the other. 
And after h& ſaw a bird of two colours. 

N, and 


N Rome divelt ſome-fime a 
mtghtie Emperour named An- 
5 ſelme, which had wedded p kings 
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«nd by that bird ſfod two beaſts, mmhich 
” .- hat little Wire with their heate. 
Aud alter that came manp moe Beaſts, 
and botbed their 15jeaftes toward the 
Wird, and went their wap. | 
And then came there dinerſe Birds, that 
fung ſo \wietely and pleaſantly that the 
Emperor awaked. In the mozning 
earely this Anſelme remembꝛed his vi- 
ſion and wond2zed mnch What it might 
ſignliſte, wherefoze hee called fo him his 
Philoſophers, and ulfo the Hates of his 
Empire, and tolde them his Daeame, 
charging them ta tell him the ſignificas 
tion thereof vpon paine of death, z if they 
tolde him the true inferp2ei ation therof, 
he pꝛomiſed them great rewardz. 
Then ſaid thep, Dirte Loꝛd tell bs 
pour dꝛeame, and wee ſhall declare vnta 
you what it betokeneth. 
Then the Emperdur told them from 
the beginning to the ending, as it is a- 
fozeſaid When the Philoſophers heard 
this, with glad chere they an wered 4. 
ſaid. Loꝛd. the dꝛeame that pon ſaw beto : 
keneth god. foꝛ the Empire bal be moze 7 

clearer then it is. 
The 
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The Mone that is mode pale on the one 
five then on the other, bœetokeneth the 


Empꝛelle, that hath ioſt part of her cots 
Jour thꝛough the conteption of a Sonne, 


that che hath conceined. The little Bird 


'betokeneth the lon that ſhe ſhall beare. - 


.. The two beaſts that feoe this Bird 
bitokeneth all thewile-men ? rich men 
of this Empire, which ſhaltiobep thy 
Sonne Tycſe other eas that bowed 
their Bꝛeaſts to the Wird, hcrtokeneth 
that many other Nations ſhall doe him 


honiagt. The Bito that ſoung ſo f wakt⸗ 


iy £6 this little Bird, vetokeneth the Ro- 


mages, Which Gall reiopce and ſing, bes 


cauſe of his birth. Lo, this is the verp ins 
zertreten of yoar dꝛeame. 
Athen the Emperour heard this hct 
wan tz abt iopfull Sone after that the 
Empꝛzelle trauailed in Child- birth and 
was deliuered ok a faire ſonne, in whole 
bpech was great and wonderkull iope 
made. 
.'When the King of Ampliy heard 
Ibis, he thought in himſeile this : 22 
J haue warre? againſt the Empcraur 
$2.15. all 
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all the dapes of mp life, and now ha 
hath a Sonne the which will revenge all 
the wꝛongs p J haue done and w:onght 
againſt his Father, when hee commeth F: 
to fuil age, therefoze it is better that 11 
lend to the Emperour and beſecch him 
of trewſe and peace, that his ſonne may ſr 
haue nothing agaiuſt me when he-com- | þ 
meth to man-hod. Mhen he had thus f 

1 

U 

I 


ſaid to himſelfe, he w2ote to the Em- 
perour, beſceching him to haue Peace. 
When the Emperour ſaw that the king 
of Ampluy wꝛote to him moze fo; fer; 
then fo2 loue, he w2ote againe to 1 
that if he would find god and ſuffic e 
ſuertie to keepe the peace,and binde hu 
ſelke all the dapes of his life fo doe hin; 
ſeruice æ homage,and to giue him peare⸗ 
ly a certaine tribute, he would retepue 
him to peace. 
When the King had read the fenour 
of the Cmperours Letter, he called his i 
counſell pꝛaping them to giue him conn; 
ſaple how he might beſt doe as touching n 
this matter. Then ſaid they. It is god 
that pe obey the Emperours will andH- 
commandement in all things. 

Fo 


we 


7 
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Fo) in the firſt, he defireth of pon ſuer⸗ 
tie fo2 the Peace, and as to this we an⸗ 
[were thus. Pee haue but a Daughter, 
and the Emperour but a Sonne, wheres 
loꝛe let a marriage bee made betwene 
them, and that map be a perpetuall cos 
nenant of Peace. And alſo be aſked 
homage ano rent, which is god to ful⸗ 14 
fill. And when the King ſent his meſſen- . 
gers to the Emperour, ſaping, that her 11 
would fulfill his intent in all things, if it 15 
might pleaſe his highnes that his ſonne 
nA the Rings daughter might bee mar⸗ 1 
together. All this pleaſed weli the 1 
1 erour, neuertheleſle her ſent againe, fit 
it if his daughter were a cleane Uir⸗ 4 
| 1 i from her Birth bnto that dap, h& FM 
«Avauld conſent to that marriage. Then 
ewas the King right glad,fo2 his dangh- # 
er was a cleane Uirgin. = 
r Zherefoze when the letters of toue⸗ | 
Sant and compact were ſealed, the king 4 
Sirn'fh a fatre Ship. wherein h might 
nd his Daughter with manp noble 
Paigh s, Ladies, and great riches, bnto 
The C:uper our, ſez to have his ſonne in 


urriage. 1 
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And when they were ſapling in the ſea 
foward Rome a fone aroſe ſp extreem⸗ 
ip and lo hoꝛrihlp, that the ſhip al to bꝛaſt 
ageinſt a Nock of ſtone, and they were 
All dzowned,fane onely that pong Ladp, 
which fixt her hope and hart ſo greatip ß, 
on Gad, that ſhe was ſaved. And about 
thꝛe of the clock, the tempel cealed, and 
the Ladp dzane ſwalh oner the Maucs, F 
in that bzoken Ship, which was caſt vp 
agatne, but an huge Mhale followed. 
after, readp to deuoure both the Ship 
and her: whereine this fapꝛe poung 
Ladp when might came, ſhæ ſmote fire 
With a ſtone, wherewith the thip was 
nreatly iightened, and then the Uhale 
durſt not aduentiure toward the hip, 
fo2 feare of the light. | 
At the Cock crowing, this young 
Lady was ſo werp of the great tempel 
and trouble of the Sea, that ſhe ſlept, an 
within a little while after the fire farcea 
led; and with that tame the Mhale ant 
Benoured this UAirgin. And when the 
wakencd and found her ſelfe (wa!lowe 
vp in the Whales bellv, ſhe (mote fire 
and within a lifile while ſhee wonnde! 


Gets menen N 9 a 
He Whale with a knife in manp places. 
e when the Whale kelt himſelle wnun⸗ 
| ded, accozding to his — mm ta 
4 wim to land. 


. countrp an Carle that was a noble man 


named Pirris, the which foz bis _recrea- 


tion walked by the Scaſhoze,andas b& 
was walking thus, be ſaw whereas 
the Whale. 1277 camming towards tbat 
land, where teloꝛe he turned home againe, 
gathered manp ſtrong men and women 
and came thether againe, and fought 
with the Mhale, e wounded him very 
ſoꝛe, and as they ſmote, ihe Mapden that 
was in his belly tried with an high voice 

and ſaid. 
P gentle friends haue mercte e come 
pallion on mer, foꝛ Jam a kings daugh⸗ 
ter and a true Nirgin from the houre of 
mp Bpꝛth vnto this dap. When the 
Earle heard this he wondzed greatly, 
and opened the ſide of the Whale and 
found the poung;Lady,. and toke her 
out. And when ſhe was thus delinered, 
Ge& told him fozjhwith whoſe daughter 
cher was, and how dhe had loſt all her 
N. iii. gods 
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gods in the Sea, e how ſh& ſhould hang 
bene married vnto the Emperours ſon. 
And when the Earle heard this he was 
right glad, wherefoze hee comfozted her 
the mo2e, and kept her fill with him till 
ſꝶ was wellrefreſhed.Andin the mean Þ 
time he ſent Pellengers to the Empe- 
rour, letting him to wit how this Kings 
daughter was'faned. 
Zhen was the Emperour right glad 
of her !afety « comming, and had great 
compaſſion on her ſaping : A, god Pap⸗ 
den foz the lone of mp ſonne thon haſt 
ſuffered mach woe, nenertheleſſe it thon | 
bie wozthie to bee his Mile, ſone ſhall J 
pꝛoue. 
And when he had thus ſaid, h let bꝛing 
fozth th2# beſlels, the firſt was made 
of pure Golde well beeſef with pꝛecions 
Stones wiehout, and within full or dead 
mens bones, and cherebpon was ingra⸗ 
uen this Poſey. Who ſo chooſeth mee 
ſhali finde that he deſerueth. | 
The ſecond veſſell was made of fine 
Si'uer. filled with earth and UWozmes, | 
and the luperſciption was thus. 
Who lo chooſeth mee ſhall finde 78 
is 


his nature deſireth. he third beſſell was 
made of Leade, full within of p2eciong 


ſtones, and therenpon was inſculpt this 


Poſep. Who fo chooſeth mee ſhall finde 
that God hath diſpoſed for him. 


ſhewed to the Papden and ſapd, L oe. 
here Daughter, theſe bee noble veſſels, if 
8 thou choſe one of theſe wherin is pꝛofit 
to thee and to other,then thalt thon hane 
my ſonne. And thou choſe that wherem 
is no pꝛolit to the noꝛ to none other, ſoth⸗ 
ly tyon ſhalt not marry him. 

When the Hapden ſaw this, che lift 
bp her hanbs fo God and ſapde. Thou 
Lo2d that knoweſt. all things, graunk 


mee grace this houre ſo to choſe,that 1 


map reccine the Emperours ſonne. And 
with that ſhe beheld the firſt befſell of 
Gold which was ingranen royallp, and 
read this Superſcription, Who fo choo- 
ſeth mee, &c. ſaping thus. Though this 
| beffell be full pꝛecious and made of pure 
| gold, neuertheleſſe know not J what is 
withm.therefoꝛe mp dre L oꝛʒd this beſs 

fell will J not choſe 
N. b. And 
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Theſe thꝛer Ueſlels the Emperenr 


dus, neuerthelelle the (uperſcriptis ſaith, - 
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And then beheld ſher the ſecond befſel 
that was of pare Siluer, and read the 
ſuperſcription. Who ſo chooſeth me ſhal 
finde that tus. nature deſireth. Thincke⸗ 
ing thus mithin herſelfe,if J choſe this 
vellell what is within it J know not, 
but well J wot there ſhall J finde that 
nature deſireth, and mp nature defireth 
the luſt ol the fleſb, and therfoze (bis beſs 
fell will 3 not thoſe, 

Uthen thee had ſeene theſe two vellels, g ä 
giuen an anſ weare as tonching them, 
ſhee beheld the third beſlell of leade, and 
read the ſuperſcription. Who ſo chooſeth 
mee ſhall finde that God hath diſpoſed. 
Thincking within her ſelfe this beſſell 
is not paſſing rieh, ne thꝛoughly pꝛeci⸗ 


who ſo choſeth mer, ſhall finde that God 
path diſpoſed, and Without doubt God 
neuer diſpoſeth anp harme, thereloze as 
now 2 will chole this beſſel, by the leaue | 
of God. 
When the Emperour ſaw this her ſatd, | 
O god Papden open thy veſſell, fo2 it 
is full of pꝛetious Stones, and - if 

on 
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chou haſt well choſen o2 no. And when 
this poung Zady had opened it, ſhee 
found it full of fine gold and pzecioug 
Kones, like as the Emperour had * 
{old her befoze 

And then caid the Emperour. O mp 
Dare daughter, becauſe thou haſt wile⸗ 


ip choſen, therefoꝛe ſhalt thou marrp my 


ſonne. And when her had ſo ſaid, he oꝛdai⸗ 
ned a marriage, and married them foges 
ther with great ſolempnitie E much hos 
nour, and ſo continued to their lines end. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth the Fas 
ther ol Heauen the which was long time 
without anatorall Sonne, therfoꝛe ma⸗ 
95 _ were in daunger of periſhing in 

ell, 

The Gmpzeſſe conceined when the 
Angell Gabriel! ſapde. Loe thou hal? 
conceiue and beare a Childe. And then 
the firmament began to clerc wücn this 
little Childe lightencd the Moztid w 

E 
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pteate (@ men on earth. 
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his birth. The Pone began fo ware 
pale, when the face of the Ulirgin Mary, 


was oner-ſhadowed by Uertue of the 


grace of the holy Ghoſt, and not onelp 
her face was thus ſhadowed,but alſo her 
bodp, foꝛ ſh was concetned with childe 
as an other woman, wherefoꝛe Ioſeph 
would haue fozſaken her pꝛiuilie 4 gone 
awap. The little Bird that came from 
the one ſide of the Mone, betokeneth our 
od Jeſu Chziſt. which af mid-night 
was bone of the Utrgin Mary, w2ap- 
ped in clothes, and laid in an Dre ſtall. 
The two beaſts betokeneth the Pre and 
the Alle that loſeph bꝛought with him, 
which hongured him in his Birth. Theſe 
ether Beaſts that came from farre,beto- 
keneth the ſhepherds in p field, to whom 
the Angell ſaid thns. Ecce nuncio vobis 
gaudium magnum. Roe J ſhew fo por 
areat top. 

The y3i->8 that lung lo [wetlie,bes 


tokeneth the Angels of Meauen, which 


ſang at his Birth, this toyfull ſong, Glo- 
ria in exc cls. Jop to God abone, and 


The 
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The King of Ampluy, which eld war 
againſt the Emperonr,betokeveth all 
mankinde,that was contrary to God, 
as long as he was in the diuels power, 
But immediatelp when our Lo2d Je- 
lu Chꝛiſt was bozne, he bowed hinlſe!fe 
to God and beſonght him of peace when 
he receined his baptiſme,foz at our bap⸗ 


tiſing we pꝛomiſed to dzaw onely to god, 


and fozlake the dinell and all his pomps. 
The King gaue his daughter - mars 
riage to the Emperours Sonne. Bight 
ſo each of vs onght to giue his ſoule in 
marriage to Gods ſonne, foz he is abs 
wapes readp to receaue our ſoule, as his 
ſponſe accozding to the Scripture, ſaying 
thus. Deſponſabo teipſum mihi. I wall 
marry the vnto me. But oꝛ p ſoule map 
come to the Pallace of Heauen, ber be 
houeth to ſaile by the Sea of this wond 
in the Shippe of god. Life, but oftens 
times there ariſcth a Tempeſt in the 
Hea, that is to ſap, fronble of this 
UWoz2ld, the temptation of the lech, 
and the ſuggeſtion of the Diuell, ari⸗ 
ſeth ſodainelp and d20wneth the vertueg 
that the Sonle receiuelh in Baptiſme, 

neuer⸗ 
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The Hiſtory of 
neuertticlte yet falleth che not out or the 
8 Sbip of Charitie, but kepeth her ſelfe 
1 furely therein by Faith and Hope. 
iſ 'Foz as the Apoſtle ſaith. Spe ſalui facti 
ſimus; By hope we ber ſaued. 5 
Fo? it is impoſſible ta be ſaned without 
Mope o2 Faith. The greet Mhale that 
followed the Paiden befokercth the di⸗ 
uell, which by night and by dap lyeth 
in waight to ouereome the Soult by ſin, 
therefoze do? wee as the Papden did, 
mite we fire of Charitte and L oue nut᷑ 
bf the ſtone, that is Chꝛiſt actoꝛding ta 
this laping: Cao ſym lapisi am a ffone. 
And tertainelp the Din ell Hall hane no 
| power to grieue vs. 
Manv men began welt: as did the 
* Mapden, but at the laſt they be weary al 
ktkheir god woꝛks, and ſo flip thep in ſin; 
And anon When the Diaell perceturth 
this, h& detfoureth tus nner in his cuil 
- Thoughts, delights, conſent and woke: * 
' Therefoze if ant 1 gur lelues in 
lach lie under he powe e Diuell, 
. £ " By den did, ſmite 
ie hart | bitter repen⸗ 
EB e 
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fannce, then kindle the fire of Chpritie, 
and without doubt hee ſhall calt the 6: 4 
the land of gad life. 

The Earle that came with his ſeg 
nants to lap the Mhale, befokeneth-a- 
wicre&t Pꝛeacher, which dwelleth berſide 
the lea that is to ſap, bœſide the woꝛlo, 
rot in p woꝛld, that is to ſap, not d2awye 
ig to woꝛldiy delectation; but ener 18 
ady with god wands of holy facrip». 
lire, to kin the dinell and to deſtroy his 
Plver:! Mer muſt ait try iwith an big 
dice a did this maden, knowledging 
ur ſinnes, and then ſhall wer be declines 
ed from the Dinell, and hourithed with 
ertudus erercile. © : 

The Emperonr (heweth this maiden 
ner veſlels that is to ſap; Gd patie 
kfoze man life and death, god and ent. 
($bhtirhof theſe that he chwſeth, her ſhall 
ataine. Therefoze ſaith Salomon: Ante 
bminem n-ors & vita. Death ans. ipfe 
tlet beefoꝛe man, chwſe mhith hin lick. 
2d pet man is vntertayne whether 
a 5 wozthp to ow 15 1 
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By. the firft veſſell of gold full of dead 
mens bones, wee ſhall bnderftand ſome 
moꝛldly men, both mightie men e rich, 
which outwardlip ſhine as gold, in Ni⸗ 
ches and Pomp:'s of the Moꝛid. Neo 
acrtheleſſe, within they be full of dead 
mens bones, that is to ſap,the wozkes 
that they have w2onght in this Moꝛzli, 
bene deav in the ſight of God, touch 
deadly inne. Therefoze if any mar 
choſe ſuch a life, hee ſhall hane that he 
deſerneth, that is to ſap, Pell. And ſag 
men bee like Tombes that be white an 
ropally painted and at aped withaut, an 
conered with cloth of golde and ſilke, br 
within there is nothing but d2p bone; 
y the (ſecond veſſell of ſiluer we ougk 
to vnderſtand ſome Juſtites t wile mas 
of this woꝛld which ſhine in faire nac 
but within they be full of Moꝛmes ar 
Earth that is to ſap, their fapꝛe ſpeict 
hall auailethem no moꝛe at the dap 
Judgement, then the Moꝛmes of: t! 
Earth, and peraduenture leſſe, foꝛ th: 


Mall they ſuffer everlaſting paine;if th 
* 


dre in deadlp ſinne. 
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By the third veſſelt of lead fall of golds 
and pꝛecious ffones, wi ought to-bnder- 
ffand a ſimple life and a poze,which the 
choſen ſoules choſe, that they map bas 
married to our bleſſed Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſl 
by humilitie g obepſaunte, and ſuch men 
beare with them pzecioas ſtones, that is 
to ſap, Faith and her fruitful wozkes, 
F pleafing to God: by the which at the 
Judgement dap,thep bie eſpouſed fo our 
Lo2d Jeſa Chzilt, and obtaine the heri⸗ 


fage ofheanen,bnto the which bzing bÞ $i 
gur ſantour Jeſu Ch2ilt that oped on the 
Trotte. Amen. | 
The Argument, ö I : 
M 2nby Baptiſine promiſed to liue in 


q 
the feare of God, and forſake the diuell. 
Chriſt forrowcth for our ſins, lie requi- 
reth dutiful ſeruice of vs at ſixe ſeuerall 

ages, but we are alwaies vnredy for him, 

yet the mercy of God is fo tauourable 
towards vs, that he ſpareth vs euen til the 
laſt Age of man, vouchifaſeing if then 
| GC wee 
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1 The Hiſtory of 
| | 1 werepent vs & call for gr ace, belecuing | 
| 


in his mercies, he will receiue vs into the 
throne of his heauenly grace, &c. 


ll The 33. Hiſtory. 


8 time in Rome there dwelt a 
mightie Emperour named Calopo- 
du, which toke a faire Lady to his 
' wife, they were not long together but 
that this Empꝛelle conceined and bare 
him a ſonne, a godly childe and a faire, 
when he was ok age, he was ſet fo ſchole: 
And when her came to twentie peeres of 
age, he deſired his fathers heritage, ſap⸗ 
ing: Deere Father, pc are an old man, 
E map not gouerne pour Empire, there 
fo2e if it pleaſe yon to giue it m, it hal 
b f pour pꝛoſit. Zhen anſweared thi 
Emperour and ſaid : Deere Sonne, 7 
dꝛeab mee ſoze, that when the Empire 
is in thy power, thou wilt not fulfill my 
will ne mp deſire. 

Then anſwered the Empꝛelſe, (ſoꝛ i 
much as ſhee loned her ſonne better thas 
her huſband) and ſaid ; Pp Loꝛd, _ 

4 
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ſhe that may not ber, foꝛ thou haſt but 
one lonne, therefoꝛe as J belue her will 
fulfill thine intent in all things, this Em⸗ 
pire map help him well, and therefoze it 
is beſt to graunt him the Empire. Then 

aunſweared the Emperour and ſaid, 
will firſt haue of him a letter obligatg⸗ 
ry, that when ſo euer her doth any thing 
» L againff my will, that then J will depoſe 
s || from him the Empire without any con⸗ 
t | tradicion. 1 ns 
The Sonne graunfed this, and did 
, make the obligation, and ſealed it. And 
I wben this was done, this young Em⸗ 
perour waxed lo pꝛoude, that he feared 
neither God no2 man, & did very much 
harme. But ener his father ſuffered it 
. patieitlip,foz he would not ber coꝛrected 
by no man. Till at the laſt there fell a 
great dcarth in the Empire, ſo that ma⸗ 
hp men dyed fo2 want of fd. 

This olde Emperonr was al alone 
himſelfe and bergan to haue nde, wher⸗ 
ſoze he went to his ſonne fo2 fo haue 
ſome maintenance, which his ſon graun⸗ 
ted and ſuffered fo2 a time. 
O. y. ) uk 
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But within ſhozt time his father began 


to ware ſicke, wherefoze hee called his 
ſonne and pꝛaped to him to giue him a 
dꝛaught of mult. Bis Sonne anſweret 
and laide. That will J not doe, fo: my 
mult is not god foz your compledion. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, J pꝛay tha 
Sonne giue mee a dzanght of thy wine. 
His Sonne anſwered and ſaid, thathe 
Gould haue none, foꝛ my Wine is not 
pet fined,and if 4 touch it, it will trouble, 
+ therefoze J will not bꝛoach it till it by 
clere and fined. Then ſapde his father, 
Giue mee ſome of the third tonne. That 
will not J doe, quod hæ, fo2 that Mine 
is not god fo2 a ſicke man. Then his ſa⸗ 
ther pꝛayed him hartelp ſoꝛ a dꝛaught of 
the fourth Tonne. Then anſwered hi 
and ſayd, thcreof get p& none, ſoꝛ it s 
feeble and without any luſtentation, am 
ſuch Mine is not god foz pon, ſoz it 1 
not comfoztable. 

Zhen ſaid his father,now god ſon 
gine me then ofthe fift tonne That wil 
A not quod her, foꝛ that Tonne is full d 
les and dzegges, and ſach is not ſoꝛ mei 

ng 
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noz ſcartelp foz Yogges. When his ſa⸗ 
ther ſaw bee might get nothing of bims 


then went ha fo ther King of Terufalems 


and made his complaint of his Mon, and 
Gewed him the letter obligatozie which 
bis ſonne had made, whereloze his Fa- 
ther might put him ont of the Empire, 
without any gainelaping. _—— the 
king heard this, he called the Emp 
lune to anſ were bis father. — — 
hee came he could not ant were fo his 
Father with no reaſon, wherefoze the 
king put him out of his Empire, and 
lated bis father therein againe, and (0 
hb continued all the dapes of his liſe. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour betfokeneth our 
Lozd Jeſu Chzilt,accozding to that ſay- 

g. Is not he thy father that hath 2 
. vpihe hath made thee? &c. Deu. 32 . 
erſe. 6. The Donne betokeneth * 
whom hee gaue all the Empire of 
his wozld, acco2ding to the Scripture. 
O. iij. Colm 
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Land after was as whole as euer he was» 
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Been cœeli domino, &c. that is to fap, 
Meauen be hath given eur L ozd, and 
garth to man. Mankinde made an obli- Wy 
gation vnto our:Lo2d Jeſu Chzilt when 
hr retceiued the ſacrament of Baptiſme, 
inhere her pꝛomiſed him ſurely to ſerue 
him trueip, and to fozſake the Diuell and 
All his pomps and vaine gloꝛzp. +0 
This Emperour: began to ware ſick 
on a. dap, that is to ſay, gur Loꝛd Jeſt 
Chꝛiſt is troubled as oftentimes as a 
Fhiiſtian man ſinneth and b2caketh his | 
0 — tommandements, whereſltge ha thirſt 
| eth greatly the. help of our @ovle, aud 
ſſhen he alked a dꝛaugdt of the fic tonne, F; 
that is to ſay, he aſked of man his fit 
age of his chilochod fo be ſpent in his 
ſervice, but incontinent the wicked child 
anſwereth and ſaith. J map not doe 6, 
foꝛ mp chiidehod is muſtie, that is o 
ſap, it is ſo tender and ſo young, thatit 
map not attempt ſo ſone to ſerue Go), 
which is manifeſtly againſt the truth, 
fo2 the childe of one day is not withoit | 
ſinne, Fo2 Saint Gregory in his Dii⸗ 
lognes ſaith the childꝛen ol v. pceres of 

age dziue ont: — _ a 
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F ofthis tonne, then aſked he of the fourth 
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pf their fathers. And when God ſ@ththat - 


he map nat haue of the mult of his childs 
bod, then deſirethb& the wine of the fes 


. cond tonne, Chen anſwered the wicked 
pouth and faith, that his Wine is not 


. "apt to ſerue God. . 
And when God map not haue of the ſe« 
- cond tonne, then al ked hee of the third 
konne, that is to ſap, ot the third Tonne 
ol his pouth. Then anſwereth the wic- 
ked pong man a ſaith, the wine is ſtrong 
"= mightie, and therefoze his pouth 
| ought to bi ſpent about manly dedes 
wozld,and not in god life, which 
3 make him ferble and weake. 
When God \&th that h& map not haue 


tonne. 
And then anſ wered the wicked man in 


His manhod and faith, that aged men ars 
- feeble and map not faff,ne doe any hard 
repentance, and if hee did, hee ſhould ba 
cauſe of his owne death. 

Then aſked our Lo2d of the fift tun, that 
is to ſap,of his old age when he foupeth 
ans may not goe 8 a affe. 
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not baue of the fift tonne, then aſketh 


The Hiſtory of 
Wut the wicked old man ercufeth him⸗ 
ſelle and ſaith, that his Mine is f&ble 
to giue ſuch a f@ble man,foz if he ſhould © 
faſt one dap, it were time on the mozrow 4 
to make his graue. 

And when our Lozd ſ&th that hee map - 


der of the fixt tonne, that is fo ſap, when 
a man is blinde and map not goe to ſin 
no mo2e, pet deſireth hie of ſuch a man 

dzinck, that is to ſay,help of his ſoule. 

But the wꝛetched man lying in dil⸗ 
paire ſaith. Alas, alas, to mer, bœtauſe 3 
ſerned not almighty God mp maker and 
Redeemer, here in times paſt while 3 
was in youth & in pꝛoſperitie, but now 
there is pombe left but onelp the les 


ſoꝛe what chall it auaile me now to turn 
foward God. But foz ſuch men w 
Hould lament. 
Neverthelefſe God is mertifull, that 
though bee might hane no ſeruice ot man 
in all his time, pet is h content to 
haue the l&s of his Tonne, that is fo 
ſap, his god will, though her may not 
ſerue him othertiſe,and ſo hall 3 
[ 


} 


and the dzegs of all wzetchednefſe;there» - | 
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will tand him in ſfede of penifent life. 


For in what houre the {inner doth repent 
him, hee ſhall bee ſaued, as Ezechiell 
-;, witneſſeth, but there bee many that will 
give no wine, ne no other thing to him, 
- wherefo2eGod ſhall complaine vnto the 
King of Ieruſalem, that is to ſap, to his | 
Godhead af the judgement dap, amp then | 
 8ashe@ is God and man, ſhall he gine 
a ſcntence definitine againſt ſuch men, 
ſaping, Eſurui & non dediſtis, &c. J 
haue hungred,and pe gaue mee no meat, 
A baue thirſted, t y& gaue mee no d2inch. 
Noe, thus ſhall be rehearſe fo th the 
fruits of thy Faith. 3 
And when this is done then ſhall ſuch ! 
men be& put to euerlaſting paine,and the 
uſt men into euerlaſting bliſſe, wher they 
ſhall haue top without ende. Unto the 
_ bzing vs our Lozd Jeſu Chziff, 
men, 


The Argument, 


Man being captiued by Sathan,theworld 
refuſeth to doe for him, till the God- 
head of the heauenly Father bearing 

O.. all 


The Hiſtory of 
ring an earneſt affection vnto him, did 
eſpouſe him and imbrace him within 
the boſome of inward and intire loue, 
aduenturing what he might to ſet man- 
kinde at libertie, yet grudgeth the world 
that wee ſhould alway ſerue our God 
and forſake the world, therefore to eſ- 
chew all ſuch malignity, wee are taught 


in this Hiſtorie. 
The 34. Hiſtory. 


N Rome dwelt ſometime a mightp 
Emperour named Antonie, bnder 
Whoſe raigne the Koners of the Sea 
had taken P2iſoner a mightie mans (on 
of another Regton,and bought him to 
the Emperours Pꝛiſon, beeing. bound. 
When this poung man was thus in pꝛi. 
fo, hee incontinent wꝛate to his Father 
fo2 his raunſome, but his father would 
no ranſome pay, ne none other thing 
ſend to comf92t him. 

This whenhis ſonne heard he wept 
loꝛe, and might not bee comfozted foz the 
bnkindneſle of his father. 

This Empercarhad a faire daughter 

1 | which 
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Which viũted enerp day the pꝛiſoner, and 
comfozted him as much as ſhe might. 
To whom the p2iſoner anſwered and 
ſaid. How ſhall J be merrp,02how map 
J1op,thus foz-{o lie faſt bound in pꝛiſon 
from the ſight of men, and notwithſtan⸗ 
ding this it grieuelh mie moꝛe that mp 
father will not pap mp ranſome. 

- - When the Papden heard this, her 
was moued with pitte and ſaid. Dere 
friend Jam ſozrp foz thee, neuertheleſſe 
if thou wilt graunt me one thing, A 
ſhall deliver the from thy angni and 
paine. What thing is that quod hee, 
That thou wilt take mee fo2 thy Mile. 
Then ſaid the Pꝛiſoner, J pzomile you 
ſurely to fulfill pour intent and -deſire, 
and foz the moze aſſurance I plight you 
mp fronth. . 
When her had ſo done,thottly after the 
Damlel delivered him out of pꝛiſon, and 
fled away with him home to his fathers 
bonſe. Mhen the Father ſaw his ſonne 
and the Payden together her aſkedthe 
o_ why hee bzonght the Palden with 


Tha (aid his ſonneir this Dany 
e 
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ſell delivered me ont of pꝛiſon, and there- 
foze ſhee ſhall bee mp Uife. Then ſaid 
dis Father, J will not conſent that hee 
Gall be thy Mife, fo: two reaſonable 
1 which J Gall fozthwith hew 
the. 
The firlt is this, it is not dnknowen 
to the that the Emperour her Father 
might haue had foz thy velinerannee 
great plentie of riches, and fo; as much 
as ſhe was vntrue to her owne Father 
and true to thie, it ſemeth well that thou 
Qhouldeft not truſt long to her, foz who 
is falſe to her ane Father, by reaſon 
Gould bee berp falſe and bntrue to an 
ether man. The ſecond reaſon is this. 

The cauſe why G& delinered the 
aut of pziſon, was neither fo2 pittie noz 
fo: loue, but foz carnall lnff that he had 
fo the. Foz at thy deliuerance, ſh made 
touenant with thee to bee thy Mile, and 
had of th thy troth,ehath — 
with the, thereloꝛe ſon (ſaith ha) it is no 
reaſon that ſhe ſhould bee thy wife. The 
maiden anſwered to thisqueſtton e ſaid. 
As foz the firſt reaſon that thou laieiſt᷑ 


againſt mi that J ſhould be bntrue to 
ap 
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mp Father, that is falſe : ſoꝛ mp father 
hath plenty ofriches,and thy Sonne is 
but poze, and therefoze J holpe him foz 
pittie,and fo2 none other cauſe: and nes 
nertheleſſe thou that art his father would 
not pay his ranſome that he might bee 
deligered out of pꝛiſon. 

Loe fo2 this cauſe J haue delinered him, 
therefoze J am kinder to him then thou 


that art his owne father, and he is moze. 


beholding to mee than to the. 
Unto the other reaſon, whereas thou 
ſapeſt that J delinered him becauſe of 
— luſt. A ani were and ſap plainely 
that it is not trouth. 
Foz all manner of carnall lone is tau⸗ 
ſed of ſtrength oz elſe of beautie,but thy 
Son is not frong, fo: his impꝛiſonment 
hath done awap his ffrength. 
De is not faire,fo) bp the paine thaf 
be hath had in pꝛiſon hee is bzonght low 
and dnluſty to fight, and thereſoze pittie 


onelp moneth me to deliuer him and not 


carnall inff, 
Then laid the ſonne bnfo the Father. 
| Dere Father fo2 as much as J was in 


perl of vexth, and waots bnto thee that 
| i 
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thor wouldeſl pap nip ranſome that 1 
might ber delinered, and thou wouldeſf 
net help mee, but this damſell of her gen- 
tleneſſe æ foꝛ pittie hath ſaued mer from 
death, and deliuered me out ol Pꝛiſon, x 
therefoꝛe ſwthly ſhe ſhall bee mp wife. ſo 

foꝛthwith he married hei with great ho⸗ 
hd with her ended his life. | 


The Morall. 


Deere friends this Emperour b&- 
tokeneth the Father of Heauen. The: 
poung man which was taken with the 
Pirats of the Sea, betokeneth all mans - 
kinde which was taken with the Dinell 
by the Sinne of our fozefather Adam, 
and was cat into the pꝛiſon of hell with 
great ſozrow & paine. His father wonld 
not ranſome him, that is fo ſap,the world 
would doe nothing foz him. 

This faire daughter betokeneth the 
Godhead which came downe from heas 
nen and foke manhode of the Uirgin 
Mary, and ſo made a ghoſtly marriage 
betw&ne him and man. And bpon this 
condition he deliuered mankinde out — 
the 
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the p2iſon of hell, when her came from 
Meauen and ſoꝛſoke his fellowſhippe of 
Angels foz fo dwell with vs in thts 
wꝛelched vale of teares. But the Fa- 
ther that bertokeneth the world, grudged 
euer againſt him, and would not ſuffer 
that the ſoule of man ſhould become the 
ſponſe of Jeſu Chꝛiſt, but that ſhe ſhould 
alway ſerue him, and ſhould fo2ſake our 
1.02d. 

{Fherefo:e if we follow the wozld and 
his vanities, certainely we ſhall fall in« 
to the Snare of the Dinell. From the 
which defend bs our bleſſed Sautone 
Jeſu Chꝛilt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


lt is the ordinance of God that no man 
| ſhall labour for worldly promotion by 
couetouſneſſe and falſehood. Man for 
his firſt tranſgreſsion ſhould haue beene 
adiudged to perpetuall torment in hell, 
had not the ſonne of God voluntarilie 
offered himſelfe to the death, to ſaue 
mankinde & deſtroy ſathan his enemy, 
fo that thereby he might place him = 
8 — 


1 dee turned the blacke fide, and bie⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 
the habitacle of heauenly ioyes euer · 
laſting. 


The 35. Hiſtory. 


noble Emperour of great liuelibon 
named Alexander, the which aboue all 
vertues loued the Uerkue of Bountie, 
wherefoze hie oꝛdained a law foz great 
turioſitie, that no man vnder paine of 
death ſhould turne a Plaice in his diſh, 
at his meat, but onely cate the white ſide 
and not the black, if anp man would af- 
tempt to doe the contrarp,h& ſhonld die 
without remedie,but oz he died hethould 
al ke th:& requeſts of the Emperout 


would be graunted him. 
It beefell after on a dap that there 
came an Earle and his ſonne ofa ſtrange 


tauntrp, to ſpeake wilh the @mperour. 
And when the Earle was ſet at — 


dee was ſerved with a Plaice, and ha 
which was hungry and had an appetite 
to his meat, aſter he had eaten the white 


Dine time in Nome there dwelt a 


what him liſt (ercept his life ) which 


N. eee RN 


gan fo cate thereof, wherefoze ſtraight 
wap her was accuſed fo the Emperour, 
becauſe he had offended againſt the law. 
Then aide the Emperonr : Let him 
dpe acco2ding to the Law withont any 
delay. Uhen the Earles Sonne heard 
that his father ſhould dye innmediatelie 
be fell downe on both his knees be&- 
foze the Emperour and ſaid. O mp re- 
nerend Lo2d, fo2 his lone that doped bps 
pon the troſſe, let wee dye fo2 mp father. 

Then ſaid the Emperour Jt pleaſeth 
mer well that one dpe ſoz the offence of 
the law. 

Then laid the Earles ſanne, ſith it is 
fo that J ſhall dye, J aſke the benefits 
of the Law, that is to ſay, that J map 
haue th2e& petitions graunted oz J dye. 
The Emperour anſ weared and ſapde, 
al ke what thou wilt there ſhall no man 
ſap thee nap. 

Then laid this poung Rnight, My Lod 
pe han: but one daughter. the which 4 
dcfire c pour highneſſe that ſh& may 
Ive wi me u night oꝛ J dpe. The Em⸗ 
perour gr iunf2d,fyonch it were againſt 
his Wül, in (aifililing of his law. 

V. Nes 
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Neucrthcleſſe this Knight dedoaurer 
der not as that night. Zherefoze pleaſcy 
be greatlp the Emperour. The ſecond- 
petition is this, J aſ ke all thy treaſure. 
And immediatelp the Emperour graun⸗ 
ted, beecauſe hee would not be called a 
bꝛeaker of the law. 
And when the Carles ſonne had recets 
ved the Emperours trealure, hœ impars 
Sed it both lo poꝛe and rich. by meanes 


wWheredk har obtained their god wils. 
My third petition is this, Jatke m 


I.o2d, that all the epes map be put out 
incontinent that ſaw my Father eating 
of the black JPiaice, WWherefoze the Em⸗ 


persur. let make inquiſition immediately 


who it was that ſaw the Carle turne 
the block ſide ofthe place, ind they that 
ſaw him turne the plate bethonght them 
+ laid within themſelues. If wee knaw⸗ 
ledge that we law him do this treſpaſſe, 
chen ſhall our epes be put out, and there⸗ 
foꝛe is it better that we hold bs ſtill. 

And lather was none found that would 
accu'e him. When the Earles ſonne ſaw 
this,he ſatd to the Emperour Py Lo2d 


e her, pet le, that there is no man ac⸗ 


cuſeth 
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tuſeth my father,therefoze giue pe right- 
full iudgement. Then ſapd the Empe⸗ 
rour, ſoꝛ as much as no man will ac 
knowledge that they ſaw him turne the 
Plaice, theretoꝛe 3 will not that thy fa⸗ 
ther ſhall dpe. 
Loe, thus the ſonne ſaued his fathers 
like, and after the deccaſe of the Empe⸗ 
Four marrped his daughter. 


The Moral. 


Dekre friends, this Emperour b&s 
kokeneth the Father of Yeanen, which 
©2datned a Lawe, that ns man ſhonld 
tourne the biacke ſide of a Platce, that 
is to ſap, there ſhould no man labour 


foz riches o2 pꝛomotion by couetouſneſſe 


and fallehod. 


Che Earle that came fo the Empe⸗ 


rour, betokencth Adam dur ſoze ka- 
ther, which came ont of the land of j-- 
den, and tourned bp the black ſive of 
| the Playce when her eate of the Appie 
wherefoze he ſhould haue bene condem⸗ 


ned fo euerlaſting death. 
But his Sonne that betokeneth our 
jo — r 
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their eics ſhonld be put out, that is to ſap, 
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Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt: Foz he toke fleſh of | 
Adam, and pꝛeferred himſelfe voluntaris 4 
ly to dye fo2 htm. The Father of Peas 
uen graunted that he ſhould noe downs 
to dpe foꝛ mankinde. 
Neuertheleſſe o2 hee dped he aſked th2& | 
petitions of his Father of heauen. The 
firſt was this, that hee might haue by 
him his daughter which betokencth the 
Soule of man and bꝛing her with him 
into the boſome of Heauen, accoꝛding to 
the wozds of Oſce, ſaping. 

Deſponſabo eam mihi That is fo ſap, I 
wall wed her fo mp wife, 

The ſecond petition was this, all the 
Emperours treaſure, which betokeneth 
the treaſure of heauen, acco2ding to this 
ſcripture : Sicut diſpoſuit mihi Pater. 
That is to lap, like as the Father hath 
diſpoſed fo2 mee, ſo I diſpoſe fo2 pou, 

The third petition was this, that all 


that the Diuell and all falfe witneſſes 
which accuſe bs true men, might be putj 
from the light of heanenlp grace. 
And thus ſaned her mankinde and lei 
him vp with him vnto the Pallace o 
— 
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Heauen: vnto the which Pallate bing 
ds our Lozd Jeſus, Amen. TR 


The Argument, \ 
7 
The Father of heaven of his meere grace J 


promoted ſome poore men, raifing 35 
them from the duſt to ſit amongſt 
Princes, but they extolling themſelues 'Y 
without regard of Gods goodneſſe, 3.0 
| they are made abiects vnto him, the 
Diuell worketh deceit in his mem- 
bers, againſt the Godly, Chriſt came 
done from heauen to miniſter the 
Water of etermall life vnto man, and by 
his death and paſsign to reuiue our 4 
ſoule (which before were dead) vnto lt | 
the firme ſtate of eternall felicitie. | 


The 36, Hiſtory, fr ii 


N Rome fhere dwelf ſometime '\ F! 
a mightic Emperour named Le+ 1 
onicious, which on a dap rode to 
a Fozrelt to diſpoꝛt him, where 
Wy. as 


wa - 
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as her met ſodainlp with a pwꝛe man fs 


whom he ſaid thus. Friend whence tom⸗ 


melt thou, and who art thou. 
Mp Lo2d quod he, J come froin the next 
Cittie, and pour man J am. Then ſaid 
the Emperour, thou fœmeſt poꝛe,there⸗ 
ſoꝛe if thou wilt be god and true, J ſhall 
20mate thee to great riches and honour. 
Then anſwered the pw2e man and 
ſaid, Py Loꝛd, J pꝛomiſe pou faithful- 
Ip ta be true fo pon ſo long as J line. 
The Empcrour anon made him knight 
and gaue him great riches. When her 
was this pꝛomoted, he waxed (o pꝛoud 
that hee thought himſelfe moꝛe able to 
be an Emperour than his Lo2d, wher⸗ 
fo2che made ſuggeſtion to diuers Lo2ds | 
of that Empire that hr might vlurpe, 
and take bpon him thzovgh ſtrength of 
hem to bee Emperour. When the Ems 
perour heard this, anon her exiled him 
and ali thoſe that were conſeyting fo 
him, ſo that they liucd abies in great 
waetehedneſte and ſo2row, and then the 
Emperour ozdained other men in their 
ſterde, and gaue them all the poſſeſſions | 
of the fraito;s. 
And 
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And when the baniſhed men head that 
_ frangers had taken poſſeſſion of their 
Lands and gods, anon they conſpired 


» againft them, and th2ough treaſon re- 
queſted them to a banquet. 


And thep as innocents thinking bpon 
no ſuch treaſon, came at the dap aſſig⸗ 
ned and were ſerued with fiue meſſes 
which were popſoned,wherefozeas ma⸗ 
np as taſted of thoſe diſhes dyed incon- 
tinent. 

When the Emperour heard wis, be 
was greatly mœued, and aſſembled his 
tcounſell, to wit what was beſt to be done 
of this treaſon and of their death. Then 
laid the Emperours ſonne. By Koꝛd 1 
am pour ſonne, and pe b mp Father, 
and therefoze J ſhall gine you god coun- 
ſell and pꝛofitable to all men. 


Not far hence is a little nation wherein 


dwelleth a faire Mayden and a graci⸗ 
ous in the ſight of enery man, which 


had an D2chard wherein is a Well, the 


water thereof hath ſuch vertue, that if 
it bee taſt bpon a dead man,Craight wap 


hee ſhall liue againe and receuer his life. 


Therefoze mp Lord J ſhall beſtend 
ä onto 
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onto that nation and ſ&ke. that Mater 
wherebp they that were llaine at the 
Bauquet might be reffozed againe fo 
life. And when the Emperour heard 
this, hee was greatly reiopced and ſaid. 


| Donne thy connlell is god. 


And ſtraight way the Emperours 
ſonne went into the ſaid nation, and fell 
in conceit with the Mayden, in ſo much 
that hee entred into the garden and al⸗ 
ſaped fo taſt the water of the Mell. And 
when he had ſo done, he made ſtue depe 
trenches in the ground, in the which the 
water ranne till it came where the dead 
man lap burped, thereupon when the 
water fonched them, they aroſe from 
death to life. 

Then the Emperours ſonne led them 
bnto his father: And when the Empe⸗ 
rour ſaw this, hee was right iopfull, 


wherefoze hee crowned his ſonne with a 


G2 +2 


fo ended his life in reſt and peace. 1 


The 
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, 


This Emperour befokeneth the Fa- * 
| ther of Meauen. The poze man that + 
was pꝛomoted, betokeneth Lucifer, the A 
which was exalted of nought. and en- 
thꝛoned in the Empire of Heauen with 
ſo great iop and cleareneſſe, that him ſce- 
med thzough his Pride, he would bee 
like onto almighti e God. And not one- 
Ip like him, but moze then almightie 
God, wherefoze the Father of Mea⸗ 
uen exiled him and all them that con⸗ 
ſented vnto him, to Hell: And in their I 
place man was exalted fo great top and 
honour. 
The dinell ſeeing this, enuied him that 
man ſhould come to ſuch glozte and ho- 
nour and bad Adam and Eue to a ban- 
gnet when they eate ofthe Apple againſt 
Gods commaundement, and counſailed 
them thns, ſaping. In what houre yee „ 
eate of the Apple yee ſhall be like Gods. 
And at this curſed banquet they were 
ſerued with b. meſſes that were popſo- 
ned, that is to lay, their v. wits were 
B. v. Acy 
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Acco2ded in eating of the Apple, whereot 


ring the Emperours ſonne Chꝛiſt Jeſus 


moued with mercie, tame downe from 


Meauen into this wozld,and acquainted 
him lo well with the bleſſed Uirgin Ma- 
rie that he found in her the Mell of man⸗ 
hode,and coniopned it to the Godhead, 
acco2ding to the ſcripture. I am the Well 
of life, who drinketh of it ſhall not thriſt, 
After that her ſuffered fo bee made fine 
trenches in the ground, that is to ſay, 
fine wounds in his bodp, of the which 
ran both blod & water, whrrbp all man⸗ 
kinde was raiſcd from death to life, and 
ted them vp into the Pallace of Hea⸗ 
nen. Unto the which bꝛing bs our blel⸗ 
ſed Sauiour Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Amen, 


The Argument. 


The father of heauẽ extendeth his eng. 
neſſe diuers waics towards fraile man, 
yet he taketh contrary wates, liueth in 
ſpirituall fornication, for the which 
being exiled from the ſtate of felicitie, 


hee is compelled to leade a miſerable 


and 


man was infected and dped. This hea- 4 
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and painefull life. But being reconſiled 
by the death of his Sauiour, he poſlef« 
ſeth the heritage of heauenly felicitie. 


The 37. Hiſtory. 


COmetime in Rome there raigned a 
mightie Emperour named Dunſtans, 
in whoſe Empire there dwelt a gentle 11 
night that had two Sonnes. One of iy 
his ſonnes matched himlelfe againſthis ith 
Fathers will with a common harlot. 
The knight hearing this, exiled his ſon 
from him. And when he was thus exiled, 
he begot of this woman a ſonne. 
And ſone after that hee waxed ſicke and 1 
in penurp, wherefoꝛe hee (ent meſſengers | l 
to his father, beſ&eching him ol his mers YE 7 


tie. This hearing his father, he toke com- 17 
paſſion t ruth on him, wherefoꝛe he was 1 4 
reconſiled. | 4 | 1 
And when her was thus bꝛought as 
gaine to his Fathers grace, he gave his iM- 
Chiive which he had gotten beefoze on M3 
this common woman to his father. And 135 
he kull kindly receined him as his ſonne, 15 
and nouriched him. Ws 
| | UVihen "F 
| | ; 


The Hiſtory of 
When his other ſonne heard this, he 
ſald to his father: father quod her, it ſ&- 
meth to me that thou art out of thy right 


minde, which J will pꝛoue by god rea⸗ 


ſon. Foz hee is out of his right minde, 
that receineth a falſe Bepze and nouriſh⸗ 
eth him, whoſe Father hath endomage 
and griefe-by him befoze. Foz mp 1B20- 
ther which begat this Childe hath done 
the great iniurp when hee marrped the 
common Moman, againſt thy will and 
commandement, therefoꝛe mee ſmeth 
that thou art out of thy right minde. 
Then anſwered the Father and ſaid. 
Becauſe thp Bꝛother is reconſiled thou 
art enuious to meer, and alſo vnkinde to 
thy owne Bꝛother, willing to put him 
from mp fcllowſhip foz euermoꝛe, there⸗ 
foze ſothly no bnkinde man ſhall haue 
mine heritage except he be reconfiled. 


him of his bnkindeneſſe, fo2 thou mighs 
keſt haue reconſiled him, but thou would⸗ 
eſt not, therefoze of mine heritage get⸗ 


- feſt thou no part. 


The 


But pet thon neuer reconſiledſt fo 


Geſta Romanorum; 


The Morall. 


The Father of the two Bꝛethꝛen bes 
fokeneth the Father of heauen. And his 
two Donnes betokeneth the nature of 
Angels and the nature of man. 
Foz man was married to a common 
woman oꝛ Harlot when hee cate of the 
Apple againſt the Commaundement of 
God,wherefoze he was exiled by the fa⸗ 
ther of Heauen, and put from the iopes 
of Paradiſe. 
The ſonne of the common woman beto⸗ 
keneth mankinde. This knights ſonne, 
that is fo ſap, Adam, lined in great mts 
ſery,fo2 after his ſinne he was put from 
top into this w2etched valley of teares 
and weeping, accozding to this Scrip⸗ 
ture, In ſudore vultus&c. In the ſweat 
of thy bzow thou ſhalt eate thy bꝛead. 
But after by the paſſion of Ch2ift her 
was reconſiled. But the other Sonne 
that betokeneth the Diuel was euer vn- 
kinde,and gradged dayly againſt our res 
conſiling 


"_—_ 


— D N — 1 24 — — r ä nn in tat... - wer * 
* . . . _ 1 — ne 2 . . 
ru: 1222 pa age —— * pe * * . K 4 __— N A a . — oe 1 a 5 
_ — 5 a A * 1 ror * * - = mes — a 1 e . — — * 2 py * 1 8 
. 4 y > 8 — * * <4 * * 
- — Rs * - . 
won, ue”; m_ — wu * * ; 
: — g 
g 0 n * * 
” x — . 


N ws”. 
"oath bes: * N 


* 031 | 
©. — 
: 5 
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conf 111 an that by reaſan ot our ſin 
weought not to come vnto the heritage 
of heduen. Unto the which bzing vs our 
feſa Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


We ought in euery vocationand calling, 

to behaue our ſelues iuſt] y, & to vſe the 
poore man with equitie, wee mult not 
iniurie the rich men. The mightie men 
are to be honoured, and not defrauded 
of their dignity & eſtate, being men of 
ſinceere life: 4 that did contrary to 
the meaning of dutitull behoofe here - 


D 
in, ate worthy of cuerlaſting death. 


The 38 Hiſtory. 


4 


Some, time there dwelt in Rome à 
mightie Emperonr named Donatus, 


which did make thz@ Images, of the 


which ane helde out his hand ſlraight 
bnto the people, and had on his Finger 
a ring of gold. 

The 
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The ſecond Image had a beard ot gold. 
And the third had a Mantle of Purple, 
commandiug vpon paine of death, that 
«no man ſhould take a wap off theſe Jmas 
ges the ring, the beard, noꝛ the mantle. 
It beefell afterward vpon a fpme, that 
one Dioniſe a tirant, tame into y Tem⸗ 

ple and (oke away the ring from y firſt 

Image, the beard from the ſecond, and 

the Pantle from the third. And when 14 

hee had thus done, he was fozthwith ac⸗ 116 

culed vnto the Emperour and bꝛought | Fo 

befo2e him, and firictly examined of that 1. 

treſpaſſe, why her diſpopled the Jmages 1 
- againff the Emperoꝛs commandement. 15 

Then anfweared Dioniſe and ſaid, as i 
followeth.. 

My renerend Loꝛd it is lawfull fo ans | 
were fo2 me: When J enfred into the | 
Temple, the firſt Image held fozth his Mt. 
hand ſtraight to me, as who would (ap, 'f 

N 
| 
| 
: 


J gine thee this ring, and therfoꝛe J foke 
the Ring as the guyft of the Image, be⸗ 
ing loth to refuſe ſo gentle an offer. 

| And when J ſaw the ſecond Image 

| haninga beard, J thought thus within 

my ſelle. 


2 


J knew ſometime the Father of this 


mage clothed in a mantell of Golde, J 


The Hiſtory of 


Image which had no veard, and now 1 
his ſonne hath a beard, which is againſt 
rcaion, the Sonne to haue a bcard andy 
the Father none, and thereio:e J toke 
from him his beard, that he ſhould bee 
ike his Father, 

After that when J ſaw the third J⸗ 


thought that a Mantell of Golde was 
not behoneable to him in winter, foꝛ gold 
is naturally cold, which might ber cavſe 
of his death, and therefoꝛe J toke it from 
him becauſe it was fo cold in Winter, 
t fc hot in ſummer. When Dioniſe had 
excuſed him by theſe reaſons, the Empe⸗ 
rour anſwered and ſaid: Thon haſt an- | 
\wered wickedly fo2 thy ſelfe, what ſholo | 
caife the rather then any other man, to | 
diſpoyle theſe Images, foz as mnch ag | | 
J commanded that no man ſhould fake | 
any thing awap from them, and thine 
owne month hah condemned ther. As 
non the Emperour called to him one of 
his ſquires.and charged him to ſmite off 
his head, and ſo it was done. 

The 
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giuen me. But wben the poꝛe man hath 


1 richer then his father was, ther loze take 


Geſta-Romanorum, 120 
The Morall. 


' This Eniperonr betckeneth Aimiabtis 
i God the Father al. Þeauen, The tha 


Images betokeneth the poze men, ths 
tie men, and the mightie men, of this 
wozld. The Tirant Dioniſe, betoke- 
neth all officers in every eſtate lewdelp 
behauing themſelues, which take awap 
from poꝛe men the King ol their fin- 
gers, and ſay thus, I map take that is 


ought fo dor, he muſt needes put ſoath 
his hand to gine whether ber would 03 
no,if be ſhall:ſpede. 

Chep takt alſs the Beard from the 
rich mari and lay thus. This man is 


wa his linetove from him, and make 
him like his fozefather. 

They take alis the mantell of Gold 
from the mightie men, when they ſe as 
np man of honour and of god lining, 
willing to cozrect fuch miſdoers, — 
ſap they; this man is to cold, 102 ha 
enclpneth nothing to our opinions, and 


e alſo be is (9 hot in power ein working 


Q. againſt 


The Hiſtory of ö 


aginft vs, thereloze .goe we and fake 
from him the mantle of might, and ſo 
hay nectile him and put him out of his 
offite: But certaine,albfuch men ſtand in 
perilt vf ruerlaſting Death. From the 
which ſane vs her _ EIS 
| bid fo) vs, 0p 
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aue to noi Chriſt in his bar 
hy faith and fruits of good life, There 
c ward of ſuch às haue care vpon) — 
ſeruation of Chriſt and his inſtitutrons, 
v muſt watclrleaſt we fall into temp- 
ee things conſideredwe ſnall 
ren by Gods graciqus. good proui- 
; dence; attaine waſte the reward, of his 
* and euetlaſting — 


ü 

{ 
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here delt me- lime in Rome | b 
a mighty @wperour named Emi- | | 
ius, who had a fapze pong Lady a 
to tohis dai, vpon whom her had _ | 
en 


0 i% as 4 
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the Empire heard this, they came vnt® 
the Emperour and beſought him to haue 
the keping of his ſonne. 

Ammediatelp the @wperonr ſent a Þe- 
rald thzonghont the Citie, pꝛoclaiming 
that in whoſe houſe were . firſt found 
fire and watcr,the god man of the houſe 
Gould haue his Sanne in keeping, and 
to nouri. And then the Emperour 
made a pzoclamation, that who ſo ener 
had his Sonne to kæpe ſhouls nouriſh 
him cleanlp e ſæde him wiih -wholeſone 
meates and dzinckes. And when the 
Childe came fo age, then ſhould the ker⸗ 
per be p2onivfed to great honoyr,wher- 
foze many men let make rradg ſire and 
Mater in hope to haue thg Cbiide. Wut 
on the night when euerp man was a 
liæpe, thore came a Tpꝛant named Sula- 
pius, that quenched the 0 a thꝛew 
duk the water. 5 

Meuertzeleſſe among all other there 
e | was a mannamed Tonathas,that labou⸗ 
| red ſo diligently that he kept beth day 
and night fire and water. In a moꝛning 


Q. ij tom⸗ 


ten a faire ſonne. When the States of 


r the Peranlo at the Emperours 


The Hiſtorie of 
tommaundement went thꝛeugh the Ci⸗ 
tie and ſougbt in roery houſe, fo: Fpꝛe 
and Mater, but he could finde none 
till hee came to lonathas henſe, where 
as hee fonnd both Fyꝛe and Mater 
readp, wherefoꝛe bee was bꝛought ber⸗ 
foze the Emperour, and delinered bim 
his Sonne actozoing to his Pꝛocla⸗ 
mation. Mhen lonathas had the Emo 
perours Sonne, he lead him home vnto 
his houſe. 

And one after he ſent ſoꝛ maſons and 
Corpenters,e did make a rong Cham⸗ 
ber of lime and ſtone. And when the 
chamber was made, he ſn! fo2 patiiters 
to let paint on the wall within tbe cham⸗ 
ber ten Images with this polep painted 


aboue their heads. | 
Who ſo'defileth theſe Images ſhall dye 


a cruell death. 
And then har let dꝛew on the doꝛe a 
gallowes · s figured a man banging tber⸗ 
vpon with this poſey painted aboue his 
head. So (hal he be ſerued that now ſheth 
the Fmperours Sonne amiſſe. hb 
Alſo hee let make a chaire of gold, and | 
kimſclfe ſitting therein, crowned with | 
| a 
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a crowvne of gold, with this ſuperſcripti⸗ 
Jon aboue the head. 

Who fo nouritheth the Emperours ſonne 
cleanlv. thus ſhall hee be honoured. 


When this was done,oftentimes as 


ha was allepe, he was greatly temp- 
| fed to defile theſe ten cxcellent Images, 
but anone he read the ſuperſcription a⸗ 
bone their heads, and than all the temp⸗ 
tations ſeaſed, And when the Empe⸗ 
. raurs ſonne was enill kept, then went 
be to the gallowes and reade that poſcp 
which was Wwaitften abaue bis one 
head, and fo2 dzead therof kept the child 
better, and was diligent to gine attcn- 
dance on him. ; 
And when he beheld the chaire and 
himſelfe fitting therein crowned with 
| 8 crowne of golo, he was right joyfull, 
| thinking to haue god reward foz ke- 
ping of the Emperours ſonne. When 
, | the Emperour heard of this diligent de- 
p | meanour about his ſonne, he ſent foz 
h | bim and foꝛ his ſonne, thancking him foz 
his well keeping and nouriſhing of him, 
| an? after pzomoted him to great honous 


and dignitie. 
_ ih. Tbe 


— 
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of Baptiſme. Alſo pee map bnderſfand 


The de of 


| The Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth the Fas | 
ther of heauen. The Empꝛelle betoke- | 
neth the bleſled Uirgin Mary. The Em- 
perours ſonne betokeneth onr 202d Je- 
ſa CThꝛiſf. The Merano that was ſenf 
thꝛonghaut the Citie belokeneth Saint 
John aptiſt/who was ſent befoze our | 
Aod''to'pepare the wap to him ac- 
coꝛding to the holy Scripture. Ecce mit- 
to Angeliun, &c. Loe J ſent mine Au. 
gell berfoze mee. xc. The ſtates that de⸗ 
fired the Empcrours Donne ts nouriſh, 
betoken the Patriarkes and Pꝛopbets, 
Which defirev greatly to nouriſh dur lozd 
Acfas Chzif, and alſo to ſ& him, but 
they might not ſl him ne nenriſh him, | 
foꝛ Fire and Mater which Gould haue 
bene cauſe of their ſight, was not with} 
thear perfectly Ps | 

The Fire befokeneth the holy GheC| 
Which had not pet appeared in them, foꝛ 
they were not waſhed with the Mater 


by the Fire perfect Charitie,and by the] 
Was} 


\\ 
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Mater true cantrition which two. now 
a-Vaies faileth in mai men, and there⸗ 
£638 then map nat haue the little Childs 
Jeſus in their hearts. 
. Jonathas that watched. ſo diligently 
betokeneth attery god Chꝛiſtian man, 
which Nudpeth ener. ta watch in well 
doing, pelding fo God foz Sinnes the 
fire of charitable repentance,and the was 
fer of contrition. 
But oftentimes the pant which 
betokeneth the Diuell, putteth ont the 
fire of Charitie from out of mens hearts 
and caſteth out the Water of Contrici⸗ 
on,fo that they map not nouriſh the lit⸗ 
tle Childe Feſns. Therefo2elet bs watch 
as Ionathas did, that wa: enter not into 
temptation. And cal we bnfo vs maſons, 
that is to ſay, diſcreet Pꝛeachers, which 
can make in our hearts a Chamber of 
ſcones, that is to ſap, a ſure faith a hope. 
Then call wer to vs Painters, that is to 
ſap, miniſters of Gods woꝛd, which can 
paint in our hearts ten Images, thaf is 
to ſapthe ten tommandements, which if 
thon kep t obſerue dailp, without donbf 
thou ſhalt be a in heauen. 

| Qt. iii. And 
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ttroamhed with a erolune vf Gold. And it 


5 The Hiſtory «. 
And il thou kepe well the Emperonrg 
ſorino, thou (halt fit in a chatre of Gold, 


that thou novriſh him not well, with⸗ 


out doubt thon ſhalt bee in daunger of - | 
tozment in Mell From the which pꝛe⸗ 
ſerve vs our bleſſed. Sauiour Jeſus. As 


men. 
The Argument. 


The ſoule of man eſpouſed vnto Chriſt 
the fleſh procureth the ſame to ſin, The 
Chriſtian ſoule by Faith withſtandeth 

temptation. The redemption of man- 
kinde from ſin and death. The deceits 

of vnthankefull hearts. The ſpirit hea« 
leth the defects of the fleſn, after a pure 
repentance followeth perpetuall ioy & 
felicitie both of ſoule and body. = 


The 40. Hiſtorie. 


JN Rome divelf ſometime a mightie 
Emperour named Menalay, which 
had wedded the kings daughter of H un- 

| gary 


Geſta Romanorum. 
gary, à faire Lady and a gracious in 
all her wozkes, and ſpecially ſhie was 
merci nil. On a time as the Empe⸗ 
rour lap in his bed, be bethought him 
that he would goe viſit the holy land. 
And on the mozrow hee called to him the 
Empꝛeſſe his Wife and bis awne onelp 
bzother, and thus be ſaid, Dæœre Lady 
A may not ne J will not hive from pon 
the pꝛiuities of mp hart, J purpoſe fs 
biſit the holp land,wherefoze J oꝛdaine 
ther pꝛintipally to bit lady g gonerneſſe 
ouer all mine Empire and all mp peo⸗ 
ple. And onder thee J oꝛdaine here mp 
bother to be th ſteward fo2 to pꝛouide 
all things that nap be pꝛoſitable to ming 
Empire, and to mp people, 

Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe. Sith it will 
none otherwiſe bee but that neds pe will 
goe to viſit the Citio Ieruſalem, J ſhall 
bee in pour abſence as true as anp Tur⸗ 
tle that bath loff her make,foz as J b&- 
Lene, v ſhall not eſcape thence with 
pour life. 
The Emperour anone comſoꝛted her 
with faire wo2ds and kiſſed her and 


N.b., all 


Aſter that foks his leaue of her and of 
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alt olher, and went fwth outs the Ci⸗ 
tis of Ierulalem. 

n And anons alter the Emperour wan 
gone, his bꝛdther became ſoptonde, that 
be oppꝛolled poe men, and robbed rich 
men, and · yet dio hie wozle than this, 
foz daily be ſtirred the C mpꝛeſſe to tom⸗ 
mit finne with hun. But ruer cher an⸗ 
fwered againe as an holp and denonf 
woman and laid. will quod ſhe neuer 
conſent to pou ne to none other, as long 
as my 192d liueth. Peverthclefſe this 
Knight would not leaue with this aun⸗ 
were, but euer when he found her 
alone het made his complaint to her, and 


ſtirred her by all the wapes that ber 


could to ſinne with him. 6 

When this Lady ſaw that he 3 
not ceaſe foz anp anſ were ne would not 
amend himſeife, when ſher law her time 
the called to her th:& 02 fonte of the 
woꝛthieſt men of the Empire and ſaide 
to them thus. It is not bnknowen ts 
yon that my Kozd the Emperour oz 
dained mee pꝛincipall gonernour ofthis 
Empire, and alſo he ozdained his bꝛother 
to bee Steward _ me, and that he 
ſhoald 


0 


Geſta Ro manorùm. 
ſhotiid doe nothing withont my connlel, 
but h& doth all tho conwarp, foz ha op 
pꝛeſſeti greailp pe nien, and likewiſe 
'rdbbeth:the rich men; and pet hee wonld 
dor 'mbze than this if: he might haue 
his entent; wherefoze J commaund pon 
in mpiloꝛds name that pon. binde — 
faſt. and caſt him in pꝛiſon. ä 
Then ſaid they, ſothly hi bath done ma⸗ 
np euill dee des ſince our Lo2d the Em⸗ 
perour went, therefoꝛe wir b readp fo 
obep pour commandemenk, but in this 
matter pou muſt ani were foz vs to our 
Aoꝛd the Emperour. Then ſapde ſhee, 
dead p& not, ii mp Lozd knew what he 
bath done as well as J, he Would put 
him fo the fouleft death that could. bar 
thought. Immediatly theſe men ſet hand 
on him, and bound him faſt with iron 
chaines, and put him faſt in pꝛiſon, wher⸗ 
as h lay long time aſter, till af the laſt᷑ 
if fozfuned there came fidings that the 
Emperour was comming home, and 
had obtained great renowne & victoꝛp. 
When his bꝛother heard of his comming 
he ſaid: would to god my bzother might 
not inde mee in pꝛiſon, foz then would 


hee 
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g The Hiſtory of | : 
e enquire the canſe of mine impꝛiſon⸗ 
ment of the Emp2efſe, and ſhe will teil 
him all the truth, and ham J-pzocured {| 
her to commit inne, and io foz her Jthal | 
daus no fanour of mp Bzothergbut loſe 
my life,this know J well, therefo2e it 
Hail not be ſo. Then (ent he a mellen- 
ger vnto the Emp2efle, pꝛaping her. foz 
Chꝛiſts paſſion that ſhe would houch⸗ 
lake to come to the Pꝛiſon dwꝛe, that 
— might ſpeake a wozd oz two with 
=. 

The Empꝛelle came fo him, and en- 
quired of him what he would haue. Hes 
anſwered and laid: O Lady haue mercp 
bpon mer, fo if the Emperour mp bꝛo⸗ 
ther finde me in this pꝛiſon, then all I 
dye without any remedp. 
Tben ſaid the Empꝛelle, if J might 
know that thou wouldeſt be a god man 
and leaue thy follp, thou ſhouldeſt hang 
grace. Then did he pꝛomiſe her aſſured⸗ 
ly to be true and fo amend all his treſ- 
paſte. When he had thus p:omiſed, the 
Empꝛeſſe delinered him anone. and 

made him to bee bathed and ſhauen, and 


apparailed him wozthely „ 


bis effdte, and then ſh& (apde duto 
him thus. Now god 1B;other take thp 
! ttade and come with mer, that wes 
map meete my Lozd. Me anſweared 
and laid. Lady J amready to fulfill pour 
woll and cam maundement in all things. 
And then the Empꝛelle toke him with 
der, and many other knights, and ſo rode 
foꝛth to miete with the Emperour, and 
as they rode together by the wap, they 
law where a great Bart ran ofoze them, 
wherefoze euery man with ſuch hounds 
as they had chaſed him on hoꝛſebacke, 
ſo that with the Empzeſſe was left no 
treature ſaue onely ide mpet ours bꝛo⸗ 
ther. which (tag that no man was there 
bat 2 two thus de laid bnto the Em 
| pb e. 


| reft,andiong it is agone that J:ſpdkete 
- the of Loue, come riowand-conſent bn» 
to mee that J map lie wilh ther. = 
Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe. A fie what 
map this be, peſterdap J deliuered ther 
dukt ö pꝛiſon bpon thy p2omile, in hope 
bk amendement, and now thou art res 
tutned to thy Folly againe, wherefoze 


0 
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Loe Ladp here is bellde a pꝛiuie fow 
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A ſap noſw to thæ as J haue ſayds bi. 
foze, there ſhal no man dos ſuch thing 
with mee laue onelp mp Loꝛd the Em; 
perour which ought of berp duetie ſo 
fo: ts Dor. Ihen (ayde he, if hou will 
not conſent to mit, 4 ſhall hang the 
here vpon a, tr in this Soꝛreſt, where 
no man ſhatlfinde theꝶand ſo halt thou 
die an euill death; The: Empꝛeſſe ans 
ſweared meekly and ſapde Though 
bon mite off mp bead, and put me to 
death wilh all manner ofto;ment, thou 
Halt neuer baue me fo _ 0 ne 
unt. eral hy 155; 3 
TY When, ber hard this,. be bucu⸗ 
bed ber · all: aue her ſmocke, and hanged 


ber vy chte haire upon tr. and yen 
ber ſterde befoze her, and ſo rode fwzih 


to hin fellswes, and folde them that a 
great hoaſt of zngy;met. him, and toke 
the Empꝛeſſs ainay from him. And when 
be had kolde hem this; ther made. all 
prtat ſozrow. T 34-6 

It beſell, on the: third dap dige there 
tame. an Garle to hunt. in that fozreft, f 
as bie rode beating the buſhes: there 


ginn d. Pole, whom bis hounds ſal⸗ 
lowen 


* 


towed faſt till they came näre the trs 
Where the Empꝛeſſe hange. 
And when the dagges felt the ladet 
of her, they: left the Noxe and tanne to3 
ward the tre as faſt as they touldꝓ. 
The Earle ſeing this wondzed greatly 
and ſpurred his hoꝛſe and followed them 
til he tame whetas the Empꝛelle hang; 
ed. When the Earle ſaw her thus haun 
ing; he maruailed greatlp, foz as much 
as thee:was right faire and aracions-t6 
beYols, wherefoze her ſapd bnto her in 
this manner wiſe; D:woman 'who-art 
thou, and of what country and where 
loʒeſhangeſt thun -here a this maum er 
Wied“ be Me 7. Db + rod At! 
© i. hl Empreſte that was not prtfolit 
dead but in point ready to dyt, anſ we⸗ 
red and ſaid, A am quod ſhe a ſtrange 
| woman, and aur came out of a:ferre 
| Country; but how I came hether ov 
| knoweth. Ten auntwered the Carle 
and ſaid. Whoſe hoſe is this that ſfani 
| deth by the bound to this Tree. Then 
anſwered the Lady and ſaid, that ti was 
bers. Mhen the earle heard this he now 
well that ſhe was a gentlewoman, and 
came 
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came sf noble linage. w herelaze h wag 


the rather moved with pittie, ę (apd vn- 
to her: O fapze lady thou (cemeft of gen- 


ner ther from this miſchiele, if thou wilt 
pidmiſe to goe with me and nouriſh my 
faire pong daughter, teach her at home 
in my Caſtle, foz J haue no Childe but 
onelp ber, and if thou kepe her well thou 
Ghalt haue x god reward foz thy labour. 
Then (aid ſher, As far fozth as I can oz 
map J ſhall fulfill thine entent. And 
when ſhe had thus pꝛomiſed him he toke 
her downe off the tree, and led her home 


to his caſtle and gaue her the keeping of 


bis daugbter that he loued ſo much, and 
ſher was cheriſhed ſo well that ſhix lay 


dis daughter with her. and in his chams 
ber euerp night there burnt a lamp; the 
which hanged betwene the @mpzetſe 
bed and the Cartes bed. This Ladp bes 
haved ber ſo gentlp, that he was belo⸗ 
ned of cucrp creature. There was that 
time in the earles court a ſteward, which 
wourch loued this Empꝛeſſe erceedingly 


aboue all things, and oftentimes'ſpake 
fo 


C7 
Po 


tle blod,and therefoze J purpoſe to deli 


. 


guery night inthe Caries chamber, and 


Geſta Romanorum 


fo her of his lone. But ſh& an weared 
him againe and ſaid. 


to God, that I ſhall neuer lone any man 


in ſuch maner wiſe but onely him whom 
F am greatly beholden to loue by Gods 


tommandement. 


Then latd the Steward. Thou wilt 


not then conſent onto me. Mp 1 02 
quod ſhte, what nerdeth the any moꝛe ta 
aſke ſuch things, the vow that 4 haue 


made, truelp ; ſhall keepe f hold by the 


grace of God. 

And when the ſteward heard this, her 
went his wap in great wzath and an« 
ger, thinking within himſelfe, if I map 
Ichall be reuenged on the.zt befell vps 
on a night within ſhozt time after, that 
the Carles chamber doꝛe was fozgotten 
and left vnſhut, which the Steward had 
anon percetued. And when they were 
all a ſlerpe, hee went and ſpped by the 
light of the Lamp where the Empꝛeſſe 
| and the poung Mapden lap together, 
and with that her d2ew out his knife and 
cut the thꝛoate of the Carles daughter, 

K. and 


mn | * n ON 
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Know pee dere friend fo2 a tettaine⸗ 
tp, that J haue made a ſolempne vow 
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and put the blodp knife into the Em⸗ 
p2eſle had ſhe being a ſlepe and ns- 


thing knowing thereof, to the intent 


*\ that when the Carle awaked he ſhould 


ters thzote,wherefoze ſha ſhould be put 


derde. And when this damſell was thus 
llaine, and the blody knyfe in the Ems 
pꝛeſſe hand, the counteſſe awaked out of 
ber &epe e law by the light of the Lamp 
the bloody knife in the Empꝛeſſe hand, 

Wwherefoze hee was almoſt out of her 
wis, and ſayde to the Earle, D my 
Maozd- behold in yomhayA.adies hand a 


FR CARLO; Fhad faid, wheres 

de hee was 55 aoued and cryed 
10 Chet # ſaid. Awake woman out of thy 
flepe, wbat thing is this that I ſœ in 
thy hand, Anon the Empꝛelſe thzough 
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un waking the knife fell outolher — 
em 


3 
5 One 
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ſ& the knife in her hand, and that her 
Conld thinke that ſhe had cut his daugh⸗ 


. fo a ſhameful death,foz this miſchieuous 


his cry awaked out of her f&pe,and in 
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and with that ſhe loked by her e found 
the Earles daughter dead bp her ſide, f 
all the bed bee ſpzent with blod whers- 


foze with an huge vopce ſhe eryed and 


ſayd: Alas, alas, and wo is m my 


Loꝛzds daughter is llaine. 

Then cried the countelle 6nfo the Earls 
with a pittious vopce g ſapd. mp Lozd 
let the dinelliſh woman be put to moſf 
foule death that can ber thought, which 
thus hath ſiaine our onelp Childe. 
And when the Counteſſe had ſapd thus 


to the Earle, ſt; ſapd to the Empꝛelle 


in this wiſe; The high God knoweth 
that thou mifchievons woman haſt flain 
mp daughter with thine owne handes, 
ny J ſaw the blodp knife in thy hand, 
- and therfoze thou ſhalt dye a foule death; 

Then lapde the Earle in this wiſe, O 
thou woman, were it not that J dꝛead 
God greatly, J ſhonld cleaue thy body 
with mp (wo2d in two parts, fo: J deli⸗ 
uered thee from hanging,and now thor 
haſt ſlaine mp Daughter, nenertheleſſe 
foz me thou ſhalt haue no harme, theres 
fo2 goe thy wap out of this Citie with- 
out any delap, foz if J finde thee here 


K ff. this 


4 
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wherkoꝛe ſhe was moued with great pits 
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death. 


Then aroſe this wofull Cmpꝛede and | 


did on her clothes, and after leapt on her 
palfrap, and rode foward the Eaſt alone 
without any ſafe conduct. And as hee 
rode thus mourning by the wap, cher el⸗ 


of gallomes, and ſeauen officers leading 
a man to the Gallowes to bee hanged, 


tie, and (mote her hozſe with the ſpurres 
and rode to them, pꝛaping them that ſhe& 
might red&me that mil doer, if he might 
be ſaued from death by any meanes. 


ranſome, ans then he was deliuered. 


Then ſaiv ſhe tohim. Now my gd | 


pied on the left ſide of the wap, a paire | 


Then ſaid they, Lady it pleaſefh vs well 
that thou red&eme him. Anon the Tm. 
pꝛeſle acco2ded with them and paied his 


z 


this dap, thou ſhalt dye a mdft cruell | 


friend be true till thou die, ſith J haus des | # 


liuered thee from death. 


On my ſoule, quod her, J pꝛomife pon | 


cuer to be frue. And when he had thus 
laid, her followed the Lady fill till they 


came nigh a Cittie, and then ſapde the | 


Empzeſſe to him. 
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God friend quod ſh&,noe foꝛth thy 
' wapafoze me into the Citie, and l tho 
' fake bp foz bs an honeſt lodging, foz 
ther J purpoſe foreſt a while. This man 
went foꝛth as ſhe commanded and toke 
bp fo2 her a god lodging aud an honeſt, 
whereas ſhe abode a long time. Mhen 
the men ol the Citie perceiued ber beans 
kie they wondzed greatly, wherfoze mas 
mp ol them craned of her bnlawſfull lone, 
but all was in vaine, they might not 
ſpeds in any wiſe. It — after on 
a dap that there came a Shippe full ot 
maͤrchandile and arined in the Pauen 
# of that citie. Mhen the Ladp heard this 
cer (aid vnto her ſernanf. 
Goe to the ſhip and (& if there bee anp 
| cloth foz mine vie. Mer Seruant went 
| fozth to the Ship, whereas he found mas 
; ap excellent clothes, wherefozc hee pzap* 
ed the Maſter of the Ship that ye would 
| come into the Citie and ſpeake with his 
Lady. The Paſter graiinfed him, and 
fo the leruant came home to his Ladie 
Ivetoze and warned her of the comming 
| | = the Paſter of the ſhip. Anon after the 
Maſter of the ſhip came and ſaluted the 
R. iffo Las 
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Lady wozthelp, the Lady receined him 
accoʒzding to his degree, pꝛaying him that 
ſhe might haue foz her monep ſuch cloth | 
as might bee pꝛofitable fo; her wearing. 
Anon he graunted that ſhe ſgould haue, 
and ſone they were agrerd, wherfo2e the | 
ſeruant went immedialelp againe with 
the Maiſter of the ſhip. And when they | 
Were both within the ſgip bode, the! 
Paiſter {atd fo the Ladies ſeruant. 
Mp dere friend fo thee J would open 
mp 5 ik J might truſt in thee, | 
and help mer, thou ſhalt haue of me a | 
great reward. 
Then anl wered her and laid, J ſhall / 
(quod her) bo ſwozne vnto the on the 
— Enangeliſt, that 4 ſhall keepe thy 
counſatle and fulfill thine entent, as far 
fm2th as J can. : 
Then ſayde the Maiſter of the ſhip, | 

A loue thy Lady moze then A can fell þ 
thee, foz her beautie is ſo great, that 4 
would gitie 702 the Lone of her all the | 
Gold that J haue, and if J map obtain 
the lone of her th2ongh thy help, J hall 
giue ther whatloeuer thou wilt deſire ol | 


me. 
Then| 
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cloth, except ſhe come her ſelfe,but bing 
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Then laid the Ladies ſernant tell 
me by what meanes J map beit (pede. 
Then ſapd the Papſter of the Shippe; 
oe hom to thy Lady againe and tell 
Her that A . vill not deliner fo the thy 


her fo mp Ship, and if the winde b& 
god and able, then J purpoſe fo leade 
her away: thy counſell is alwayes god 
quod the Ladies ſernant, therefo2e giue 
me ſome reward, and A ſhall Calfill thine 
infent. 

And when he had receiued his reward 
hie went againe to his Lady and tolde 
her that by no meanes the maſter of the 
Ship would deltner him the cloth except 
the came her ſelle. The Ladp beleued 
her ſernant and went to the ſhip. And 
when ſher was within the ſhip boꝛd her 
ſeruant abode without. 

When the maſter ſaw that ſhe was 
Within the ſhip, and the winde was god, 
he dzew vp the ſaile and ſailed foꝛth. 

When the Lady perceined this, thus 
the fatd fo the Maſter. O maiſter (quod 
ch) what treaſon is this that thou haſf 
done to ma. The Papſter annſwered 

K iti, und 
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and fayde. Madame certaincly if is (6 
that J muff nedes lye with ther, and al⸗ 
ter ward eſpouſe thee. Foz ſoth quod 
ſhee J haue made a vow that 1 ſhall 
neuer commit luch ſinne but with him 
vnto whom J am bound by right and 
by. the Law. Sothly quod ber, if pœ wil 
not grannt mer with your god will, 4 
will caſt you out into the midſt of the 
ſea, and there ſhall pe die an euill death. 
Af it bee ſo quod (he that J muſt nedes 
conſent oꝛ elſe dye, but firff I pꝛap the to 
pꝛepare a pꝛiuie place in the end of the 
Ship, whereas J may fulfill thine en- 
tent v2 J dpe, but firſt J p2ap thee-thaf 
A map ſap. my pꝛapers vnto the Father 
af Heauen, that he map haue mercy on 
me. 

The Malter beleued her, wherefoze 
he let ozdaine her a Cabbin in the end 
of the ſhip, wherupon ſhe knexled downe 
on both her knees and made her pꝛapers 
ſaping on this wiſe. 

O thou my Loꝛd God thou haſt kept me 
from my pouth in cleanncs, kep me now 
that J bee not de owꝛed, lo that J map 
ſerne thee cucr with a cleane heart and 

minde 
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- minde.Uhen ſhe had thus ended her o⸗ 
.- riſon,there aroſe ſodenly a great tempeſt 
in the Sea, ſo that the ſhip all to bꝛaſt, 
and all that were therein periſhed ſave 
the Lady that taught a cable @ſaucd her 
({clfe,and the maiſter of the ſhip an other, 
neuerthelefle.ſheknew not ol him ne her 
of her, foz they were d2inen to diners 
coaſts. This Ladp landed in her owne 
Empire beſide a Citie wherein thee 
was hononrably receined, and ſhck lis 
ned ſo holy a life that & O D gane her 
grace and power to heale ſicke folke of 
all manner of diſeaſes, whereſoze there 
came much people to her, both croked, 
blind and lame, and everp man th:ongh 


the grace of God and her god demea⸗ 


nour, were bealed, wherefoze her name 
was knowen thzough diners regions. 
Neucrtheleſle ſhee was not knowen as 
Empzeſce, In the ſame time the Em⸗ 
perours bꝛother (that had hanged her 
befoꝛe by the hap:e) was ſmiften with 
a fonle Lep2y. The knight that flew 
the Carles daughter, and put the blo- 
die knife in her hond. was blinde, deaſe, 
and had the paliep. The theele that bes 
N. b. ares 
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fraped her bnfo the maiſter of the ſhip,  þ 
was lame and full of the crampe. And 
the maſſer of the Ship diſfranght out of 
his wits. 
When the Emperonr heard that ſs 
poly a woman was in ſuch a Cittie, hee 
called his-bzother and ſaid fo him thus. 
Goe we dere bzother bnto this holy 
woman that is dwelling in this Cittie, 
that ſhe map heale the of thy Lepꝛpe, 
Would to God (quod be) that J were 
healed. Anone the Emperour with bis 
Bꝛother went toward the Cittie. And 
when the Citizens heard or his comming 
they reteiued him honourably with pꝛo⸗ 
ceſſion. And then the Emperour enqui⸗ 
red of the Citizens if amp ſuch holy wo⸗ 
man were among them that could heale 
ſicke folke of their diſeaſes. The Citizens 
aunſwered and laid, that ſuch an one 
there was. 7 
Then was the Empꝛeſſe called fozth * 
befo:e the Emperour, but ſh& muffled |: 
Her face as well as ſhee could, that the |: 
Emperoꝛ her huſband ſhould not know { 
her,+ when ſh& had ſo done, ſheꝛ ſalufe® | 
kim with great reverence as it 1 — 
ines 
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fained to his eſfate, . 
And hee againe in likewile, ſaying 
thus. O god Ladp, if thou lift of thy 
grace fo heale my bꝛother of his Lepzp, - 
aſke of mee what thou wilt, and J ſhall 
graunt it the, foꝛ thy reward. 
When the Empꝛeſſe heard this ſhe lo⸗ 
ked about her and ſaw there the Empe⸗ 
rours bꝛother a foule leper, he ſaw ther 
alſo p knight that ſlew the Earls daugh⸗ 
ter blinde and deafe, the thafe that ſhe 
ſaned from the gallowes lame, and alſo 
the Paſter of the ſhip diſtraught out of 
his wits, and all were come fo her fo2 fo 
bee healed of their maladies, but thep 
new her not,fo2 though they knew ber 
not, ſhee knew them well. Then ſaid ſhe 
bnto the Emperour thus. 

Mp reuerend L02d though pe would 
giue me all pour Empire, J map not 
heale pour bother, no none of theſe 0s 
ther, but if they acknowledge openly 
what they haue done. 

When the Emperour heard this, her 
turned him towards his 1Bzother, and 
ſaide vnto him. Bzother, acknowledge 
openly thy ſinne befoze all theſe tat 

af 
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neſſe. Then anon he began to tell how 
hee had led his life, but he told not how 


her had hanged the Empꝛeſſe in the fozs 


reſt by the hapꝛe of the head, moſt dil⸗ 
pightfullp. 

When he had acknowledged all that 
him liff, the Empꝛeſſe replied and ſapd. 
Sothlp-mp Lo2d, J would gladlp lap 
bnto him mp medicine, but J wot right 
well it is in vaine, foꝛ hee hath not made 
a fall confeſſion. The Emperour hearing 
this, he turned toward his bꝛother and 
ſaid in this wile. 

What euill ſoꝛrow oz other bnhappp 
wetchedneſſe is in ther, ſelf thon not 
how that thou art a fonle Leper, there⸗ 
fo:e imowledge thy ſin truely that thou 
maieſt be whole, oꝛ elſe auoide mp com- 
pany foz enermoze. 

A L62d quod he, J map not fell my 
life openly, but if ber firſt ſure of thy 
grate. Mhat haſt thou treſpaſſed againſt 
me quod the Emperour. Then anſwe⸗ 
red his Bꝛother and laid. Mine offence 
againſt the is grieuous, and therefoze J 


aàlke mercy. The Emperour thought 


nok 


that hon mapeſt bee healed of thy ſick⸗ 
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not on the Empꝛeſſe, ſoꝛ as much as he 

ſuppoſed ſh& had ban dead manp peres 

befoze, hee commannded his Bꝛother to 
fell fozth wherein he had offended him, 
and he ſhould be fo2ginen. 
When the Emperour had thus fozgiuen 
his bzother, hee began to tell openlp 
how hee had deſired the Empzefſe to 
commit adulterp with him, and her had 
hanged her bp the Papze in the Fozreſf 
becauſe ſbe would not conſent by any 
meanes to him. 

And when the Emperour heard this, 
he was almoſt be-ſide himſelfe, and in 
his rage he ſaid thus. O thau moſt wꝛet⸗ 
/. ched creature, the vengeance of God is 
fallen vpon thee, and were it not that 3 
haue pardoned thee thou ſhouldeſt dye 
the moſt ſchamekull death that could bee 
thought. Then ſapde the Knight that 
' few the Carles Daughter, J wot not 

quod hee what Ladp pon meane, but 
J wot that my Lo2d found on a time 
ſuch a Lady hanging by the Maire in 
the Fozreſt, and bꝛought her home fo 
his Caſtle, and he toke her his danghe 


e 


ter to keepe,aud J pzonoked her as much 
| es 
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as J could to ſinne with mer, but the 
would in no wiſe conſent to mee, where⸗ 
foze J ſlew the Earles Dauahter that 
lap with her, and when J had ſo done, 
J put the biody Lntfe into the Ladyes 
hand that the Carle ſhould thincke ſhee 
had flaine his daughter with her owne 
hands, and then was ſhe exiled thence, 
but where ſhce became J wot nok. 
Then ſaid the Zheete, J wot not of 
what Lady pee meane, but well J wok 
that ſeauen officers were leading mee to 
the gallowes, and ſuch a Lady came rt- 
ding by and bought mee of them, & then 
went J with her. and afterward J bees 
trated her vnto a Maſter of a Ship. 
Such a Lady(quod the Maſter of the 
ſhippe ) received J, and when we were 
in the middeſt of the Sea, J would haue 
Aaine with her, but ſhe kneled dorone 
o her pꝛapers, and anon there aroſe ſach 
a tempeſt that the ſhip all fo bꝛaſt, and 
all therein were dꝛowned ſane ſhee and 
N, but afterward what befell of her F 
wot nok. 
Than cried the Empaelſe with a loud 
boyce and ſaid. Swothly Dare friends 
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pte bot now truely confeffe and declare 
the truth, wherefoze J will now apply 
my medicine, and anone they recetued 
their healths. 

Uhen this Lady the Empꝛeſſe had thus 
done, ſhe vncouered her face to the Em⸗ 
peronr and he foꝛthwith knew her, and 


ranne to her and imbzaced her in his 


armes, and kiſled her oftentimes, and foz 
ioy he wept bitterly ſaying. 
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Bleſſed be God, now J haue found that 


Z deſire. And when her had thus ſapde, 
hee lead her home to his Pallace with 


great iop, and after when it pleaſed als 


mightie GO D, thep ended both their 


lines in peace. 


N 
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This Emperour betokeneth our 1 02 
Feſt Chꝛiſt. The Empꝛeſſe bætokeneth 


a holy ſonle. This Emperours bꝛother 


betokeneth the fleſh, to whom our Loꝛd 
hath giuen charge of the Empire, but 
moſt pzincipally to the ſoule. Neuerthe⸗ 

8 lelle 
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lelle the wetched fleſh off pzonoketh 
the Donle to ſinne. But the Soule that 
loueth God abone all things withſtan - 
deth that temptation,and calleth to her, 
her ghoſtly power, that is to ſap, reaſon, 
will, vnderſtanding, and conſcience, and 
maketh them to impaiſon the fleſh that 
ts diſobedient fo the Boule, in the pꝛiſon 
of true repentanunce,bnto the time hee 
obep fo reaſon in all things. And thus in 
hope of mercy hee ſinneth againe, to 
whom holp wztters ſaith. Maledictus ho- 
mo qui peccat in ſpe. Curſed be that man 
that finneth in hope. And at the laſt the 
ſonle inclineth to the fleſh, + letteth him 
out ofthe pꝛiſon of repentance, e waſh- 
eth him from the filth of ſinne, and araps 
eth him with god vertues, and maketh 
him leape on the Palfrap of charifable 
humilitie, and ſo rideth fozth to mekte 
sur 2.02d with the ſacrifice of thanckes 
gining. But alss,full oft the ſinner treſs 
paſſeth againſt holy ſcripture, wherefoꝛe 
the heart, that is to ſay, the luſt of fleſh 
and of ſinners ariſeth befoze him, and 
after runneth great hounds, that is fo 


ſap,eutil thoughts, and ſo long they mw 
l 


\ 
* 


that is ſo welbcloned with God, wil not 


e than the fleſh ſtirreth that noble ſoule⸗ 
being the ſpoule of Almighty God. 


wherefoꝛe the wꝛetched flefh full oft deſe | 


{_ (ave,of all her vertues, and hangeth her 4 
vp by the haire on an Dake, that is to jj 
ſap, on luſts and delights, and there ſha 
4 hangeth till the god earle corameth,that + 
is to ſap, à diſcreet pzeacher in the forefft 

\ of this wozld, fo pzeach and teach the 
woꝛd of God, and taketh her downe and 
leadeth her fozth to the Church to nous. 
| ri bis daughter, that is to ſap, to nous 
| riſh conſcience with fruit full faith. The 
Earle had in his chamber a Lamp,right - 
ſo enerp diſcreet P2eacher ſhould haue as 
' foze him the Lamp of holp Scripture 
| wherebp her may ſ& both the grenan; 
and p2ofit of the @orxle in teaching « 
bvertues and putting awap of bice. <4 
The Steward that ſtirreth her to inne 
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ill tha body and the ſonle bee left alone 
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But the pure and vndeſiled Souls - 


kozſake our Lozd and conſent to ſinne, 


p8ileth her of all her clothing, that is to . 
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is nought elle but pꝛide of lite, which is 
Steward ol this wozid.by whom manp | * 
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men ber deceined. 


loved with Chꝛiſt will not conſent vnto 
the ſinne of pꝛide, then taketh this cnill 
Steward the knife of Couetiſe, where- 
with he ſlaieth the Carles daughter, that 
is to ſap, Conſcience, accozding fo ſcrip⸗ 
ture ſaping. Gold and filuer hath blinded 
the cies of Iudges, and hath ouerthrowen 
wiſe men, ſo that equitie and righteouſnes 
might not enter but ſtoode a tar, and tur. 


ned their backes. This Lady alſo red&- 


med a man from death, that is to ſap, 
from euerlaſting death, which hee had 
deſerued by deadly inne. Zherefoze doe 


bozſe. that is to ſap, our fleſh, with the 
ſpurres of repentaunce, and ſo ride wee 
foꝛth in all haſt, to ſane our neighbour 


from the ſinck of deadlp ſin, to help him 


both bodily + ghoſtlp as Salomon ſaith. 

Moe bee to that man lying in deadly 
fine, that hath no man to lift him out 
therof. Therfoze awake thy neighbour e 
help him, For a Brother that is holpen 
of an other is like a ſure Citie, and if he 
giue no more but a cup of cqld water to 


Wut when the @onle that is ſo well be⸗ 
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lum in the way of help, lie hall not looſe 


his reward. 

But many now a dates ber berp vn⸗ 
kind, as was the theſe which falſelv de⸗ 
ceiued this Ladp after that ſhe had ſaued 
bim from hanging. The maiſter of the 
ſhip betokeneth the Wozlbv,by whom mas 
ny men be deceived, But neucrtheleſſe 
as oft as a man taketh on him volunta⸗ 
rilp the charge. ofpouerty,# obepeth vn» - 
to the tommaundement of God, # loꝛſa⸗ 


keth the wozld, then bzeaketh the (hip. 


Foz it is imyoſſible to pleaſe God 4 man 
and the world all at one time. 
When this Lady had eſcaped the tems 


q peſts of the ſca, ne went fo a citie ; that 


| 


0 


is to ſap, the loule, after the troubles 
of this wo2zld, went to the holp life, and 
then ſhe healed all manner of ſicke folke, 
that is fo ſap, cucry man that is frous- 
bled in his ſoule, that is to (ap, infeccv 
with diners ſicknelſes that this Lady 
healed th2ongh holp life. 

Wut thep could nat bir healed fill thep 


dad firſt confeſſed their ſinnes vyta the 


Empꝛeſſe the Church ol Cod, and then 


the healed them by repentaunce & amens 


D. 9 dement 


dement of lite, pet all this while was the 


Empzeſſe vnknowen fo her huſband, 


that is, the Church wandzeth in the wil⸗ |, 


dernelſle ot this wicked woꝛld, vntii God 


by miraculous meanes made her know- 
en vnto him, 4 ſo led her home by bico- 
ry and triumph in the truth vnto the 
heavenly habitation of eternall reſt and 
glozp, bnto the which almightie God, 
bzing bs all foz his ſonnes ſake. Amen. 


The Argument. 


¶ Euery ſupreame maieſtrate & other in- 


feriour, is to be honoured & reuerenced. 
Euery true Chriſtian man ought to con- 


ſider his duety herein, and euery falſe 


Chriſtian peruerting the wayes of the 
Godly, the reward of ſuch is hid vp in 
hell. But the iuſt ſhall inherite the bleſ- 
ſed life euerlaſting. 


The 41. Hiſtory 


I Rome dwelt ſome-time a mightie 
Emperour named Martin, which foz 
entire affaction kept with him his bꝛo⸗ 
thers ſon, whom men called Fulgentius. 
With 
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WMiith this Martin dwelt alſo a Knight * 
that was Steward of the Empire, and 
| bncle bnfo the Emperour, which entited - 
this Fulgentius, ſtudying dap and night 
bow he might bzing the Emperour and 
15 childe at debate: whereloꝛe the tes 
ward on a dap went to the Emperour 
and laid: Pp Lozd quod he, I that am 
pour true ſernant am bound in dutte to 
warne pour highneſſe, if J bears any 
thing that toucheth your honour, where» 
toe J haus ſuch things that J muſk 
| nedes btfer if in ſecret to pour Paieſtio, 
| beetwene bs two. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
perour : God friend (quod he) ſay on 
what the liſt. 
Pp molt dere Lozd (quod the Ste- 
ward) Fulgentious your Coſin,and your 
nigh kinſman hath defamed pon won» 
derfully and ſhamefully thzoughont all 
pour Spice, ſaying that pott bzeath 
UEincketh, and that it is death to him to 
ferve pon of pour cup. Then the Em⸗ 
perour was grieuouſip diſpleaſed and al⸗ 
moſt beſide yimſelfe fo2 anger, and ſaid lo 
him thus: J pꝛap the wy god friend tell 
nie the verp truth if that mp bzeath ſo 
| S. ih. 2 Uinck, 
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fincketh as he ſaith. My Lozd (quod 


perour J pꝛap thee god fried tel mehow 


J map bzing this thing to god p2ofe. 
The Steward anlinered and laid. Pp 


302d (quod her) pe ſhall right well vn⸗ 

Derſtand the truth, fo2 fo mozrow next 
When be ſrracth pou of pour Cup, pe 

Gali ſ that hee will turne awap his 
face from pra, becatic of pour bꝛeath, 
And ibis {6 the moit certaine profe that 
Bid ve hab of this thing. Foꝛſoth quod 


the Crop rcur.n truer poke cannot bee 5 


hae ni this bing. Therefoze anone 
when t the urward heard this, her went 


the Steward) yer map beleue me, 1 
neuer percetncd a l werter bꝛeath in my 
dates then yours is. Then ſaid the @ms 


97 


fraight te igcnbus and foke him a 


Ade lay ing ! thas, Dore friend thou ark 


nerre hitman £2 Nephew vnto mp 


Jl 02d the Cmperocr, theteſoze ik thou | 


wilt be thanckſuli onto mer, J will tell 
ther of the vice whereck inp Lo2d the 
Empcrour complaineth oit and thinck⸗ 
eth to pat thee from him (except it be 
. the rather amended) and that might bee 


a _ rep:wfe to thee. Then ſaid Pal 
U ws 
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Fulgentius, Ah god fir foz his lone that as 


dyed bpon the Croſſe, tell me whp my 


Toꝛd is (6 ſoze moued with mee, foz J 


am readp fo amend my fault in all that 


god diſcreet counſaile. 

Chyp bzeath quod the ſteward ſtincketh 
ſo ſoze that his dzinck doth him no god, 
ſo grienons is bnto Him thy ſtincking 
bzeath of thy meth. Zhen ſapd Ful- 
gentius Onto the Steward. Truelp, 
that perceined J neuer kill now, buf 
what thincke pon of my bzeath. I pzap 
pou fo tell mæ the bery irath. Trueip 
{quod the Steward) if ſtinckettz greatly 
and fonle. Ang this Fulgentiu: balgs 
ned all that he ſaid and was right ſozs 
rowfull in his mide. And pꝛaped the 
Steward of his counſaile and help in 


this woefull caſe. Zhen ſapde the Stes 


ward vnto him, if that thou wilt doe by 


my counſell, 4 {all bzing this matter to 


a god concluũon, thercfoze doe as Y 
ſhall tell the. 

I counſatile tha fo: the beſt, and alle 
Warne ther. that when thou ſerueſt wp 
202d the * of his Cup, tyat 
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J can 02 map, eo; to be ruled bp pour 
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then turne thy face away from him, ſo 
that he map not fele thy ſtincking beth, 
bnto the time that thon haſt pꝛouided 
thee of ſome remedy therefoꝛe. 


; Then was Fufgentias right glad, 
and [ware fo him that her would doe 
by his tounſaile. 


Not long after it b&#fell that this 
young man Fulgentius ſerued his Lo2d 
as he was wont to doe, and therewith 
fodzincly he turned his face from his 
2.0:b the Emperoar, as the ſteward had |! 
taught him. | 
And when the Emperenr perteiued 
the auc dvr et his head, 5c ſriofe this 
poung r ulgentius on the bꝛeaſt with his 
fofe and ſaid to him thus. © thou lemd 
Uer!-* now J ſ well it is true that J 

bade heard of the, and therefoze goe 
thou anon ont of my fiat, that 1 map 
ſ& ther no mode in i= plate. And with 
that this peng Fulgentius wept full ſoze 
and anoided the place and went out of 
1 hts ſight. 
WV And when this was done, the Empe⸗ 
1 ronr called bnfo him his ſfeward and 
fad. How may A rid this Uarlet 2 
the 
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the woꝛld, that thus hath defamed me 2 _ 
Mp molt deere N 02d quod theteward, 
right well pou ſhall haue pour entent. 
Foz harre befide within theſe thz& 
miles pee haue b;ickmakers,which daily 
make great fires foz to burne bꝛick, and 
alſo they make lime, therefoꝛe my L 02d 
ſend to them this night, and charge them 
on paine of death, that who ſo euer 
tommeth to them firſt in the mozning, 
ſaping to them thus, My L oꝛd commans 
deth pou fo fulfili his will, that they take 
him and caſt him into the furnies with 
the Stones and this night commaund | 
von this Fulgencius that he goe earelie | | 
inthe mozning to your woꝛkemen, and 
that he alke them whether they haue 
fulfilled pour will which thep were coms 
manded, 02 not, and then ſhall thep ac⸗ 
coꝛding to pour commanndement, caſt 
him in the fire, and thus ſhall he dye an 
enill death. 
Surelp quod the Emperour, thy coun⸗ 
ſaile is god, therefoze call to me that 
bariet F ulgentius. And when this poung 
man was come to the Emperours pꝛe⸗ 
tente, he ſaid fo — I charge 


thee 


* 
* 
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. '{ty& vpon paine of death, that thon rife 
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earcly in the moꝛning and goe fo the 
burners of Lime and Bꝛicke, and that 
thou bee with them earelp befoze the 
Sunneriſe th;& mites from this houſe, 
E charge them in my b&halfe that they 
fulfill mp commaundement, o2 elſe they 
hall dye a moſt ſhameſull death. 

Then ſpake this Fulgentius: p 
L. oz d, it God ſend me mp life, J ſhall, ſul⸗ 
fill pour will, were it that 7 ſhould gee 
ko the wozlos end. 

Mhen Fulgentius had this charge, he 
could not ſlœpe foz thought, that he 
muſt ariſe earelp foꝛ to fulfill his Lozds 
commandement. The Emperour about 
midnight ſent a meſſenger on hoꝛſeback 
bnto his 1Bzick-makers, commaunding 
them vpon paine of death, that who fo 
euer came to them firſf in the moꝛning 
ſaping bnto them the Emperours com⸗ 
maundement (which is befo2ze rehears 
fed) that they ſhould take and bind him 
and caſt hlm into the ſire, and burue him 
fo the bare bones. 

The Bꝛick- makers aunſ wered and 


ſaid it ſhould bee done. And then the 
ellen 
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meſſenger returned home againe incon⸗ 


fulfilled. 
Earelp in the moꝛning following Fit- 
gentius àroſe and pꝛepared him towards 


dis wap, t as be went hee heard a Bell 


ring to ſeruice, wherefoze hee went to 
that Church foz to heare Seruice, and 
akter the ende of ſernice he fell a ſieepe, 
and there her ſlept a long while (o that 
the Pꝛieſt ne none other might a wake 
him. 

The Steward deſiring inwardlp fo 
heare of his death, as he did hope, about 
one ol the clocke he went vnto the wozk⸗ 
men + ſaid bnto them thus. Sirs quod 
be, haue pe done the Emperours com- 
inandement o2 no. 

The Bꝛick- makers anſwered him, 
againe and ſaid: Nap truelp we haue 
not pet done his commandement, but 


anon it ſhall be done, and with that they 


lapde hands on him. Then crped the 
Steward with an high voice and ſaide. 
God firs ſane my lite, foꝛ the Emperor 
commannded that Fulgentius ſhould 

be , 


i 
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tinent, and told the Emperour that bis 
commaundement ſhould bee diligently | 
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15 be put to 2 Then laid they, the 
meſlenger told vs not ſo, but hæ bad vs 


that whoſoener came firſt to bs in the 


 mozning,faping as pee befoze rehearſed, 


that wer ſhould take him and caff him 
into the Furnace 4 burne him to aſhes. 


And with that woꝛd they thzew him in 
lo the fire. 


And when ber was burnt an 
came to them and ſaid. God firs haue 
port done mp Lozds commaundement, 
pea ſothly ſaid thep, and therefoze goe 
pg againe to the Cmperonr and fell him 


ſo. Then ſapd Fulgentius. Foz Chꝛiſtes 


lone tell mee that commandement. 
We had in commaundement (apds 
they vpon paine of death, that whoſo- 
euer came fo bs firſt in the mozning, 
and ſapde like as thou haſt ſaive, that 
wer ſhould take him and caſt him into 
the Foznate: Wat beſoze thee came the 
Steward, and therefoze haue we& ful 
filled on him the Emperours tomman⸗ 
dement and now is he burnt to the 
bare bones. 
And when Fulgentius heard this, 


de thanked God — hee had ſo pꝛeſer⸗ 
aged 
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ned him from death, therefoze be: toks 
bis leaue ofthe wozkemen and went a⸗ 
- gaive to the Pallace. 

MWMhen the Emperour percetued bim, 
b& was almolt diſtract of his wits foz 
anger, and thus hee ſapde: Haſt thou 
beene with the bzickemakers and fulfils 
led my cemmaundement :? Sothlp mp 
gracious Lozd, J haue beene there, but 
02 J came ther, pour commaundement 
was fulfilled, Bow map that bee true, 
quod the ©mperour ? 

Fozſoth ſaid Fulgentius, the ſteward 
tame to them afoze me, and ſapd that 4 
#, Could haut aid: and when they heard 
that, thep tone him and thꝛew him into 
the furnace, and ik J had como anp ra⸗ 
ther, ſo would thep haue done fo me, 
and therekoze I thank God that hath pze- 

ſerued mee from death. 

Then ſaid the Empercnr tell mer the 
truth ofſuch queſtions as J ſhall des 
maund ok the. Then ſapde Fulgentius 
vnto the Emperour. As J bel&ne pou 
neuer found in me any falſchwde, and 
therefoze J greatly wonder why ver had 
ozdained ſuch a death az mer, foz well 
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ye kriow _ Jam pour owne bzothcrs 
ſonne Zhen laid the @mpereur to Ful- 


gentius: It is no wonder, ko that death 
J ozdained to the th2ongh counſaile of 
the Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame 
me th:oughout all mp Empire, ſaping, 
that my bꝛeath did ſtinck fo grievcuſly, 
that it was death to the, and in token 
hereof thou turnedſt away thy face whe 
thou ſcruedſt me of mp Cup, and that 
ſaw J with mine eyes : and foz this 
cauſe J o2dained foꝛ tho ſach a death. 
and pet thou ſhalt dpe except J heare a 
better excuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentius and ſaid, 
A mp molt deere Lo2d, if it might pleaſs 
pour bhighneffe fo2 to heare m&, I ſhall 
ſhew pou a ſnbfill and a deteitfull ima⸗ 
gination. Sap on, quod the @mpcreur. 

The Steward (quod Fulgentws)thaf 
now is dead, came to me and laid, 
that pe told bnto him that my bꝛeath did 
ſtinck, and thereupon he counſailed mee 
that when J ſerued pon of pour Cup, Y 
ſhould turne awap mp face:J take God 
to witneſle J lie not. 
When the * heard . bes 

ued 
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leeued him ę ſaid: O my nephew,now 7 

ix thꝛough the right wiſe iudgement of 
God. the ſteward is burnt, and his owne 
wickednelle and enuie is fallen on him⸗ 
ſelfe,fo2 her o2dained this mallite again 
ther, and theretoꝛe thou art much bound 
to almightie God that hath pꝛeſerued 
thee from death. 


The Morall. 


Dere friends this Emperonr befo- 
keneth euerp ſupꝛeame Maieſtrate and 
1 other inferiours. And Fulgentius his Nes 

pbew betokeneth encrp truo Chziſtian 
man, which ſhould dulp and truly ſerue 
them with faithiull homage and dneti- 
full lopaltie, like as Fulgen: ius ſerued 
the Emperour of his cup, whereſoꝛe 2 
ſhall bee greatly loued of God, This ſle⸗ 
ward betokeneth euerp falſe Chꝛiſtian 
man as Cayne, which oftentimes tur- 
neth the heart of right wiſe men from. 
God, ſaying, that his bꝛeath ſtincketh, 

that is to ſap, that the life of the Males 

frate is not acceptable to God oꝛ man, 
which is againſt this Scripture, ſaping e 
x ons N 
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thus. Nolite iudicare. &c. 
pat is to ſap, iudge nok, and p ſhall 


not be iudged. But oftentimes ſuch ma⸗ 


lkious people accuſeth righteous men, 
whercfoze thep all bee caſt into the 
cyerlaſting fire of hel, where is wapling, 
werping, and milerp without end. But 
the righteous ſhall aſcend fo euerlaſting 


life: Unto the which bzing bs our Lozd 


Jeſu Chziſt. Amen. 
The Argument. 


¶ Tirants and vngodly perſons walke 
without knowledge of the truth, till they 
come to the Church of God, the wicked 
perſecute the Godly: But they are preſer- 
ued by the mightie prouidence of God, 
ſo ought wee not to ſleepe in ſin. A figu- 
ratiue ſpeach of three ſeuerall meanings, 
videlicet, Take, I eeld, and Flee, the &gni- 
_ fication thereof. 


The 42. iſtorie. 
1 dwelt ſome-time in Rome a 
4 mightie@mperonr named Delphi- 


MLL. 


ö 
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nus, which had no childꝛen laue onelp one 


Danghter, which was a faire creature 


and welbeloued of her father, 
As this Emperonr walked on a dap on 
hunting in the Fozref,lodatnely he rode 
out o? his wap, and loſt his men, whers 
foꝛe he was greatly diſcomfozted,fo2 hes 
wif not whether he rode, ne in what 
place her was, fill at the laſt when he 
had thus ridden all the dap alone, in the 
euening her law an houſe,and thether he 
rode a great pate, knocked at the gate, 
Immediatelp the god man of the honſe 
heard him, & aſked Þ cauſe ot his knocks 
ing, and what hee wonld haue. Dere 
friend, quod the Cmperour, loc it is 
night as per may ſe, therefoze J defire 
pou of lodging. fo2 the loue of God. 
When be has thus ſaide, the god man 
of the houſe bnware that he was the 
Emperour, aunl wered thus and ſapd: 
God friend,quod he, J am the Empe⸗ 
rours Fofker and haue plentie of veni⸗ 
ſon and other vittaile fo2 you. 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
was right glad in his minde, neuerthe⸗ 
leſle ha told him not that h& was the 

TL. Em⸗ 
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.fperour. And the Foſter opened the 
ate, and recetued him as honozablp as 
hee could, ano ſet him to his ſupper, and 
ſerued him wo2thely. 

And when he had ſupped, the Foſter 
bꝛought him to his chamber, and when 
time was ho went to bed. In the ſame 
night it befell that the Foſters wife was 
trauailing of childe in an other chamber - 
hard bp. e was dclinered the ſame night 
ok a faire ſonne. | 

And as the Emperour lap in bis bed 
ſleeping him ſermed he heard a voice ſaps 
ing to him thziſe, theſe wozdes. Take, 
take, take. And with that her awoke, and 
maruailed greatly what it might be, ſap⸗ 
ing to himſelfe thus. A voice biddeth me 
take, take, what ſhall I take And imme⸗ 
diatelp he fell a eepe againe. And the ſe⸗ 
cond time, he heard a bopte, ſaping bnto 
him theſe woꝛds. Veeld, yeeld, yeeld. And 
with that he wakened againe, and mon⸗ 
d;ed greatly, ſaving vnto himſelfe. Whaf 
may this ſignifie 2 Firſt J heard a voice 
that ſaid, take, talce, take, and nothing 4 
reteined. 

And right now J heard another = 
a 
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ſhall bee Emperour. When the Empes 
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that laid, yeeld, ye d yceld: what «yh 
F'peld. 

And as he lap thus thinking o him⸗ 
ſelfe, he fell a lpe againe And then 


be heard the thicd voice ſaying theſe 


woꝛds kh:ice, flee fle, flee, for this night 
is a Childe borne that after thy deccaſe 


ronr heard this, he wakeng and won⸗ 


.,- dzed greatly what it might bee. 


Jn the moꝛning eareſy following, the 
Emperour aroſe, * called to him the Fo⸗ 
ſter + ſaid: Deere friend, J p2ap ther that 
thon wilt tell mee if any Child be boꝛue 
this night to thy knowledge. Pp Wife 
quod the Foſter. this night is deliuered 
of a fapꝛe Sonne, J pꝛap the, ſapd the 
Emperour, ſhew we thy Sonne. Mhen 
the Cmperour had ſx#ne the Chtlde, h& 
ſaw a marke in the Cit'ors biſage, 
whereby he miaht know him an other 
time, and tharx, he ſayd to the Foſter 
thus. 

'Dere Friend knoiveſt thou Who J 


am, nap ſothly quod the Foſter,fo2 4 
law yon neuer veloze this time, as far 
39 J am remembzed, neuerthelelle it ſee- 
T.). meth 
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ch that per be a gentleman, 
Then aun wered the Emperonr and 


aid, J am, quod hæ, the Emperour pour © | 


1.922, whom pe haue lodged this night 
wherefo2e right hartelp J render to pon 
thanks. 

This hearing the Foffer fell downe 
dpon both his knees at his f&te, and be⸗ 
ſonght him of mercp, if that he had of- 
fended his highneſle in any thing, pꝛay⸗ 
ing him of foꝛgiueneſſe. Then aunſ weas 
red the Emperour and ſaid, bæ theu no⸗ 
thing afraid, foꝛ J thank the& hartelp of 
thy god chere, and thy ſonne that was 
bozne to night, I will haue foꝛ to nouriſh 
and bꝛing bp in my Court, and to mozs 
row 1 ſhall ſend faz him. 

O my gratious Loꝛd, quod the foſter, 
it is not agreabls that ſuch a noble Emo 
peroar ſhould nourich the Childe of his 
ſubicxt and Seruant, neuer theleſle pour 
will be ſulfilled, foꝛ when pour meſlen⸗ 
gers come, J ſhall deliuer them mp ſon. 
hen this was ſapd, the Emperour 
toke bis leaue and rode home towards 
his pallace. ; 
Ind when he was come home, her called 

bnto 
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onto him ſach Seruants, as he truſted 
belt, and ſaid to them thus. 
Goe pe, quod hee, vnto mp Foſter, 
with whom J was lodged this night in 
the Fozreſt, and reteiue of him his ſon, 
of which his Mike was delinered this 
night, and vpon paine of death, J com⸗ 
maund yon that pe deſtrop him by the 
way, and caſt his fleſh to the Dogs, but 
bꝛing with pon the heart to mer. And 
except pte fulfill my tommandement, pee 
ſhall dpe the molt fouleſt death that can 
be thought. 
Anon his Seruants went to the Fo2- 
reſt and receined the Foſters ſonne, and 
b2onght him with them, and when they 
were come nere bnto the Pallace, one 
of them ſayd : Yow ſhall wee doe that 
we may fulfill our Loꝛds Commande- 
ment in deſtroping of this Childe. 
Some aunl wered and ſaid, that ths 
Childe ſhould bee ſlaine, and ſome wonld 
haue ſaned his lite, and while they were 
thus ſtriuing among themſclues 2 ons 
of them that was moſt mercifull ſapda 
bnto the reſt: O mp god loning friends, 
beare my counſatle, 7 beſckch pou, and 
— pc 
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ve ſhall not repent you thercol. 

If per murther this innocent Chllde, - | 
wee ſhall greatlp vffend almightte God, 1 
and bebold, gere by are poung Pigges, 
kill wer one of th: m, and then may wer 
fake with vs hie hart, and pꝛeſent it vn⸗ 
to the Emperour, laping, that it is the 


heart of the Childes body Then ſapdet 


they, thy connſaple is god, but what 
ſhall we doe with the child. God friends 
(quod hee) let vs w2ap him in ſomeclos 
thes, and lay him in ſome hollow tree, 
fo: prraduenture God will help him, and 
ſaue his life. 
And when he had tous ſaid, they did 
gladiy after his counſaile in all things, 
ard killed the Pigge, 4 went their way 
and tarried heme with them the Pigs 
hezrt fo the Empercurgſaping vnto him 
thus: Loe, gratious Lo2d, wee haue 
dei roped the Child as pe commaunded 
us, and with that they ſhewed him the 
J-igoes beart. The Emperour ſuppoſing 
that it had bene the Child cs heart, foke 
it and caſt it into the Fyze, Tilpitefullp 
faping. 
Loe, that is the heart of him which 
ſhould 
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ould daue beene Emperour after mer 
oe what if is to beleene in dzrames 
and viſtons, which be nought elſe but 
fantaſtes and vaine things, The ſecond 
dap after that the Childe was put into 
the hollow tre, there came an Earle foz 
fo hunt in that Foꝛreſt, t as his hounds 
chaſed an Mart, thep came to this hols 
low fre where the Childe lap, c when 
thep felt the ſauour of the Childe, thep 
would goe no farther. 
The Carle ſeing this, margailed 
greatly whp his Pounds abode there, 
and ſmote his Moꝛſe with his ſpurs and 
rode a great pace till he came vnto them. 
And when he came vnto the tre where⸗ 
in the Childe was laid, he loked in at 
a hole and ſaw there the Childe lying, 
and then was he right glad, and toke vp 
the Childe in his armes full loningly, 
and bare it home bnto his Caſtle, ſaping 
bnto the Counteſle his wife : Loe mp 
dere wife, this dap by foztune J have 
found a bery faire Child in an hollow 
tre as J hunted in the Foxcel wheres? 


A amrigh glad. = 
C. lig. And 
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and becanſe that J neuer venat ſonne 
e daughter on the, ne thou neuer pet 
conteiued a Childe, thereſoze J trhozt 


ther that thou wilt faine thy ſelfe trauai⸗⸗ 


ling with child, ſap that thou haſt bozne 
this Child. The Countelle fulfilled right 
gladw the Carles will and deſire, and 
ſaid. Pp moſt dere Lozd, your will in 
this thing ſhall be done. 

Not long affer this, newes went 
th2onghout al the country, that the coun⸗ 
feſſe was deliuered of a fapze Sonne, 
Wwherefoze euery man reiopted much. 

Tho Childe began to grow and was 
right well beloned of enerp man, and 
eſpecially of the Carle and of the Coun⸗ 
teſſe. Jt-beefell after, when the Chilee 
was xb. pres of age, the Emperour 
made a ſolemne feaſt vnfo all the Lords 
bo his Empire, bnto the which feaſt this 

Catle was called, and at the dap aſſig- 
ned he tame, and bzought his child with 
him which was at that time a faire pong 
Squire, 6 carner at the boꝛd helfoꝛe the 
Eatie. The Emperovr greatlp beheld 
vim, and ſpped the token in his foꝛe⸗ 
ad which her had ſane beloze in the 
Foſters 


and ſaid vnfo the Earle in this manner 
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Foffters houſe, wherwith her was great. 
ly moued, and bered within himſeltz 


iſe. hoſe Sonne is this⸗Certes ſaid 


the Cerie, he is mp Sonne. Then ſaid 


the Eaup+1cur. Wy the faith and truth 
that thou cwell vnts meer, tell me the 
truth. 
The Carle (ceing that he might not 
excnſe hiuſeife by no mancr wiſe, but 
tha. netdes hee mult fell him the truth, 


then toide hee him altogether, how her 


bad found him in the Foꝛreſt in a hol- 
low tree This hearing the Emperour 
was almoſt diſtratt of his Mittes fo: 
anger, and called onto him his ſeruants, 
which her had lent en to deltroy the 
Chflde. © 

- Andwhen they came befoze him, he 
made them to \weare vpon a boke that 


they ſhduld tell him the truth what they 


had done with the Childe. 
Gꝛatious Lo2d ſaid they, we perld be 
onto pour grace and godneſlſe, ſoz wit p 
out doubt pittie ſo maued-vs, tha 
might not deffrop-him,and then wont 
him i in an hollow Tre, but what after⸗ 
| ward 
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Hard befcll of him, certaineip we know 


Baan in his ſtead wer kild a Pig and 
ught the heart thereof, 


very truth of the matter, he ſaid bnto 
tbe Carle. This yong man quod he ſhall 
abide here by me, the Tarie immediat⸗ 
iy graunted though it was greatly as 
gainſt his will. 


When the feaſt was ended, euery 


man toze his leaue of the Empei our, 
and went whereas thep lift; 

And at that time it foztuned that the 
Empaeſſe and ber daughter ſoiourned in 
a great Country tar from thence, by the 
commaundement of the Emperour. Jt 
befel not long a ſter ihe Emperour called 


it bchoneth tote (quod hte) to ride bnto 
Ie Empꝛeſſe mp wife with mp letters. 
A am resdp at pour Commaundement 
my LOUD, ſaid der, fo fulfill pour des 


fire; 
- Immediately the Emperour dyd 
mite Letters, whorefoze bis entent was 
this. That the Empꝛeſſe ſhould take 


When the Emperour had heard the 


bnto him this pong Squire and ſapd, 


*bearer of theſe Letters, and let him 


bes 


8 


god fauour of the pong Squire, graun⸗ 
ted him lodging, and made him god 
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be d2awen at the hozſe faile, and i. 


that ſher ſhould let him beer hanged till 
her were dead, z that on paine of death; 


' When the Letters were all made and 


ſcaled, then the Emperour toke them 
vnto the pong ſquire,commanving bim 
fo {pd him on his iourney. And ſtraight 
wap the pong ſquire reteiued them glad⸗ 


lp, und put them ſure in his boxe, 4 rode 


fo;th on his iourney. Mhen her had rid⸗ 
den th:& o2 foure dayes on his tournep, 
in an euening ho came bnto a Caſtle 
whereas dwelt a knight, and gently de⸗ 
ſired ol. him a nights lodging. 

The knight ſeeing and beholding the 


chere and well to fare, and afterward 
bzought him into his chamber, à when 


he was there, hee went to bed: And im⸗ 


mediatelp fell on ſl&pe,foz he was full 
wearp of his iournep, and fozgot his 
boxe with the Ketters king openly in his 


""When the Knight ſaw the bore, br 
opened it and found the Letters fcaled 
with the Empetouts ligne manuell. and 
was 
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greatlp tempted to open them, and 
. the laſt he opened them ſubfilly, and 
then hee read how the Empꝛeſſe vpon 

paine cf death ſhould put the bearer of 
them ro death, and then her was right # 
ſozrowfall and ſaid within himſelfe : 
Alas (quod he) it is great pittie to de- 
ſtroy ſo faire a pong man, and thereloze 

if A map it (hall not be ſo. 

And immediately after the knight ras 
ced out the wziting, - and wzofs in the 
ſame paper a letter ſaping theſe woꝛds. 
Upon paine of death J commannd thee 
that thon fake this poung Squier bearer | 
of theſe Letters, and let him ber wedded S 
without any delap vnto my Daughter 
and pours, with all the honour and ſo⸗ 
lemnitie that can be thought, and when 
they ber married, that p take and ac- 
tompt of him as your owne Sonne, and 
that he kepe my rome till J tome bnto 
pou mp leife. 

TUhen the Knſght had thus written 
be cloſed the Letters ſubfillie and pnt- 
them info the bore againe. 

"Earcly in the moꝛning the pong ſquire 


and beryhaſtely made him reavie, 
and 
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. and foke his leane of the Knight, rode. 


fozth on his iournep, and the third dap 
after. be came bnto the Empꝛeſſe, and 
ſaluted her right dutitull in the Empe⸗ 
rours tchalfe, and toke her the letters. 

And when the Empꝛeſſe had read 
them, anone ſher ſent fozth her mcffen- 
gers thzongh the Countrp, tommaund⸗ 
ing the States and Gentlemen to come 
vnto her Daughters wedding af a cer 
taine dap aſſigned. 

When the dap was come, thether 
came many great Lo2ds and Laties, 
and anone this ping 2qure cipouſed 
the Emperours Daughter, with great 
honour ann dignitie, acce;ding ts the 
tencur of the letters, end mas right well 
va:otev,and much bonoured among the 
people. 

Net long after it befell, that the Em⸗ 
perour came into that Countrie, and 
when {he Empꝛeſle heard of her Koꝛds 
comming, ſhe toke with her, her Son 
in law, with much other peopte, c went 
towards the Cmperour,foz to welcome 


him. 
When 
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When the Emperour ſaw this pong 
Dquire-lcading the Empꝛeſſe his wite, 
hee was greatly moned within himſelfe 


and ſapd. O thou carſed woman, be⸗ 


cauſc thon haſt not fulfilled my Com⸗ 
maundement, thou ſhalt dpe an euill 
dsath. 

A mp dere T oꝛd (quod ſhe) all that 
pe commanded me to doe J haue fulfii⸗ 
led. Nap curſed woman laid the Empe- 
roar it is not lo, ſoꝛ J wzote to the that 
th ou ſhouldeſt put him to death, 4 now 
2 ſe him aliue, 

My Loꝛd quod the Empꝛeſſe, ſauing 
pour grace, pou wꝛote to me that chuld 
giue him pour Daughter to Wife, and 
that on paine of Death, in witnefſe 
whereoflo here pour Leiters with pour 
owne ſeale manuell. 

Uhen the Emperour heard this har 
wondꝛed greatly and lapd. Js he eſpou⸗ 
fed then to mp Daughler. Pea ſoihly 
ſaid the Empꝛeſſe long agoe with much 
ſolempnitie and great woꝛſhippe, and 
as J perceiue pour Daughter is with 


*Ulde. 
Then 
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Then ſaid the Cmperonr.D thou L ond 
Jeſa Chailt, it is great follp to ſtriue as 
gainſt thy oꝛdinante, tberefoze ſith it is 
* will muff nedes be fulfilled. 
And with that hee toke bis lonne in law 
in his armes and kiſſeo him, which after 
bis death mas Emperour, and ended huis 
life in reſt and peace. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour map befoken He- 
rod, oꝛ elſe euerp T ixant, which walked 
alone without truth, till h& came to the 
Foſters bhouſe, that is to ſap, the Church 
which is the honſe of God. This He- 
rod, would haue ſlaine thie Child Jeſt, 
whrretoze hee ſent Meſſengers to (&ke 
him, accoꝛding to tbe Scripture of ſaint 
Mathe, telling bow he commannded 
the thꝛee kings to ſcefie him, and bing 
him tidings againe where he was, that 
he might come and moꝛſhip him alſo, 
but this laid pee not toz lone, but foꝛ des 


ceipt. 
Kb 


The Hiſtory of 


ge Foſter betokeneth loſeph our La⸗ 


es huſband which kept him. 
But when the meſſcnucrs tame, that is 
to ſap, when the th2x A nighis came they 


ſlew him not, but wozſhipped him on 


their bnees, and left him in the hollow 


Tre of his Godhead. Thr Earle that 


9. | 


came and found this Child, bætokenetg 


the help Ghoſt, which warned Joſeph 


by the Angel! in his pe, that he ſhould 


take cor Ladp and her ſonne and flee in 


to the land of Egipt. 

This moꝛralip, map be bnderffod 
ofherwile. This Emperour may beefos 
ken a ſinner that walketh in the Foreſt 
of this wo2ld, ſcetng banittes # nonght 
elſe, vnto the time hee come to the houſe 
of God, and there he is receined benigne⸗ 
lp of the Pꝛelate of the Church, if he 
wilt obep the Commaundements of 
God. 

But manp of vs now a dayes fletpe 
in the Church, when thep pꝛactiſe 
not accozding to the pꝛoteſſion, and 
therefoze ought they alſo to dzead the 


voptes which J haue rehearſed by bY 
[ 


T ſhip and lone bnto Almightie God, and 
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Arlt take, here may be onderffor 
great benefit that her gaue ib When 9. 
put in thee a Souls made to his owne li, 
militude. By the ſecond take, is vnder⸗ 
nod the ſonne of the Father of heauen, 
which was bone of the bleffed Eirgin 
Mary. By the third take. is vnderſtwde 


the lame ſonne of God, which died bpon _ 


the Croſſe. 
Bp the firſt yeeld, is bnderffod that 


we oucht to peelde our Scule bnfo als 
mightie God, as tleane and as fapꝛe ag 
be gaue it vs after our regeneration in 
Baptiſme. By the ſecond yeeld. is vnder⸗ 
ſtode that weer ought to perld honoz woz⸗ 


man. By the third vecld, is bnderfad, 
that we ought to peld 10 God true cons 
feſlion of faith, contrition of heart, and 
amendement of life, 

The lirſt tice,betokeneth ſinne, which 
wee ſhould flee. The ſecond tlec, betoke⸗ 
neth the wo2 lo, which wer ſh duld flor, foy 
the great falſchod and templations that 
are therin. The third flce. betokeneth 
euerlaſting paine, the which wer ought, 
to flee thiough Faith and her n by 

UN. 


gich wee map come the rather viifs 
.claſting top and bliſſe. Unto which 
zing vs our Lozd Jeſus. Amen, 


The Argument. 
The rauiſhing of the Soule of man by 


the tiranny of finne,ſhee complaineth 
vnto Chriſt which hearcth her: the ti- 
rant is ouercome by Chriſt ho eſpou- 
ſeth her vnto him preparing a place of 
perpetuall ioy for her Chriſt recetueth 
the penitent ſinners to his mercie by 
his death and palsion, wherefore wee 
ought to ſhew our ſelues thankfull vn- 
to Dim, hat he may endue vs with the 
blefsing of his euetlaſting felicitie. 


The 43. Hiſtory. 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome 8 
Teds Emperour named Savra- 
| cinus. which oꝛdained a law, that 
whoſoeuer rauiſhed a Uirgin ſhould die, 
and 1! ſhe v1cre reſcued, then hee that 
refcued her ſhould haue her to wife, if 
him liſt, and ik hee would not marry 
ber. then ſho1,id ſhe bee guided, and ef- 
vuſed by his rounſaile. It befell vpon a 
£ dap 
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Geſta Romanorum 


daye that a Tpꝛant named Pohclg 


would rauiſh a Uirgin, and led her 
with him info a Foꝛzreſt and defloured 
her of her Mapdenhead. And when her 
bad ſo done, her would haue flaine her, 
and as he was diſpopling of her clothes 
there came riding by that Foꝛreſt a cur⸗ 
tcons and gentle Knight, which heard 
the cr! ing and lamenting of the Wam⸗ 
ſeli wherefo:e he ſmote his Yozle with 
the Spurres and rode a great pace into 
the Foꝛreſt. do wit what it might be. 
And then he ſaw a woman Landing all, 
naked ſane onely You {mocke, to whom 
ſpake the knight: Art thou @{fard he) 
that cryed fo {2mentably. Then anſtve- 
ted the Damſell ans ſapde, Pea certes, 
fo2 this man that ſtandeth hare hath 
rauiſhed mg, and dcflcured mer or my 
Maidenheas z and now he would dcffrop 
mer, and therfoꝛe he hath diſpopled max 
of mytlathes, that hee might ſmite off mp 
head. F02 the loue of God gentle knight 
help me now Zhen ſad the Tpꝛank, 
Sh lpeth, foz thee is my 2 and 1 
haue found her in edultrp, Hith an other 


man, and therefoze J will dex her. . 
A. i, | 


ſtorie of 


* i122 beleeue better the wo⸗ : 


4 than the, foꝛ loe the tokens of truth 
,pearety openlp in her viſage, that thou 
galt rauiſhed her, therefoze wiil J fight 
"aith thee fo2 her deitucrance. 
And immediatelp thep buckled both 
gether, and fought cgerlp till they were 
oth loze wounded. Neuertheieſſe the 
night obtained the vicozp,ond put the 
£y:ant to flight. 
Typen laid the Unight vnto the wo⸗ 


wan loe, 3 haue ſuffred fo thy lone ma ⸗ 


ny ſoze wounds, and haue laued thee 
jrom the death, wilt thou therefoze pꝛo⸗ 
mile to be my wife. 

That J-beſire pou quod ſhe, with all 
mp heart, and thercupon J betake thee 
my trouth. Chen ſhe was thus enſu⸗ 
red then ſapd the night as followeth. 

Pere beſide is mp Caſtle, goe thether 

and abide there tül J haue viſited my 
Fre nds and kinſemen, to pꝛouide fog 
all thinges n&dcfull foz aur wedding, 
fo2 J purpoſe fo make a great feaſt foz 
thine honors; and wozkhip.Yp LORD 
499 la, J. um ready to fulfill pour will. 


n wont thee foꝛth bnto the Caſtle, 


wher⸗ 


[ 
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Geſta Romano: 
. Whereas ſhe was worthrpy x; 

And the Knight went vnto his 

foꝛ to make them ready againft the day 
of marriage. In the meane while came 
Poncianus the fyꝛant fo py knights caſtle, 
and pzaped her that hee might (peat 
with her. Then came ſh& downe from 
the caſtle ts him. This Virant ſnbfilite 
flattered her, and ſaid. Gentle lone if it 
pleaſe pon to confent to me J ſhall gine 
pou both gold and ſiluer,ano great'rtch- 
es, and J ſhall be pour ſeruant, and pc 
my Soueraigne. When the Woman 
| nn lhis, fall lightly ſher was deceined 
thzough his flattering language, and 
graunted him to bee his Mile, and toke 
him with her into the Caſlie. 

It was not lang after but that this 
night tame home and found the Cas 
ale gate ſhut, and knocked fhereaf, but 
long it was ere ha might haue anp an- 

. fweare. And at {he laſt the Woman 
came and demaunded why her knocked 
nat the gate. Then ſapde hee to her: O 
dere Lady, why haſt thou ſo ſone chan 
ged mp lone-let me come in. Pap ſurely 
(aid he thou ſhalt * tome here fo: 3 


cel. 


e Hiſtory of 
ere, with me my Loue which J . 
2efoze, Remembir quody Bnight, 


4900 sdueſt me thy fronth fo be my wile, 
# how T ſaued the from death, t it thon 
ponder not thy taith, brhoid mp woũds 

which J haue ſuffered in my body faz 
thy loue. And anon he vnclothed himſelf 
naked ſane his bolen, that he might 
ſhew his woũds openlp. But the would 
not ſ them, ne ſpcalfe moze with him, 
but ſhut faſt the gate and went ber wap. 
And when the Knight ſaw this, he went 


to p̊ Juſtite e made his complaint to him, 
pꝛaping him to giue right wie Judges | 


m_ en this tpꝛant and this woman. 
The Judge called them beefo:e him, 
and when thep were come, the might 
ſaid thus: My Lo2d quod he,J al ke the 
benefit of the law which is this. 
Il a man reſcue à woman from raui⸗ 
ching, the reſcuer hall marrp her if him 
liſt, and this woman deliuered J from 
the hands ef the rant, iherefoꝛe I ought 


0 h2ue her to my wife: and further: $ 4 
o2e ſhe gaut me her f:ith and trouth I 


te rp with mer, and thereupon Nie 


nt to wy Caflle, and J haue done 


great 


Geſta Romanor:; <0 
great coſt againſt our wedbing,z 1 u, 


.; fozeas it ſeemeth me ſh is my wite,as 


by the law. Chen ſapd tho Judge tech: 
| Cyzant, Zhou knoweſt well that 20) 

Knight delivered her from thy hands, 
fo her loue hath ſuffered many grieuous 
wounds,and therfo:e well thou wotteſt 
that ſhe is his wife by the law, if that 
him liſt. But after her deliverance with 
flattering ſpeech thou halt deceiued her, 


.  therefoze J inoge thee to bee hanged. 


Than ſaid the Judge to the woman 
in likewiſe. O woman, thou knowelt 
how this Knight ſaued the from death, 
and therevpon thou betokeft him thp 
faith and trouth to bee his wife, therefaze 
by two reafons thou art his wife, firff 
by the law, and after by faith e trouth. 
This notwithſtanding thou conſentidſt 
afterward to the Tirant, and bꝛoughteſt 
him into the Knights Caſtle, and ſhufs 
eſt the gate againlt the knight, woul⸗ 
deſt not ſer his wounds whtch he ſute⸗ 
red ſoꝛ thy lone, and therefoze J indge 
ther to bee hanged. And ſo it was done, 
both the rauiſher and ſhe that was r 
niſhed were condemned to the d⸗ 

U. liij. 


. Fi1tory of 


cefare 2uery man pꝛaiſed the Judgs 


% his right wile JE... 


* c The Morall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the Fas 
ther of Meauen, which oꝛdained foz a 
law, that if the Soule of man were ra⸗ 
niſhed from God by ſine, the ſauer of 
the Soule, ſhould eſpoule her, if him lift. 
The woman that was rauiſhed be to⸗ 


keneth the ſoule of man, which was ra⸗ 


uiſhed by ſinne ol our lozefather Adam, 
r led cut of Paradiſe into yp foꝛreſt of this 
wretched wozld, by the tirant Poncianus, 
Which befokeneth the Dinc!l,avd he not 
onelp defiled her bp leaſing of d beritage 
of hraut᷑, but alſo he would Nep her wih 
enerlaſting paine. But the Sonle =: 
9 n high vapte, Choſe exp, our 1 02d 
bie erp was made when Adam tried 
after the ople of mercy. And the Pairi⸗ 
arks 4 Pꝛopbete et ped foꝛ romeby, lap⸗ 
ing ber woda: O thou highneſſe in 
c Caſt unt ſo in2th. vili: then bs, et. 
nie night befokeneth cur Loꝛd Jeſu 


ennich came from Meauen, and 


fought 


OY TR ** 
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*  *ScſtaRomanoramii 
fought with the Zirantgathat is to ſap 
the diuel, and both they Were ſoꝛe woun⸗ 
ded. Foz bur LORD Jeſu Chꝛiſf was 


wounded in the fleſh, x the Diuell may⸗ 
med in his kingdome, wherfoze the wo, 
man, that is, the Boule, gaue her faith z 
frouth vnto Chꝛiſt Jelus, when ſhe bes 
came chziſtian, ſaying thefe wozdes ; 4 
foꝛſake the dinell & all his pꝛidr, x peleeue 
in God the Father almightie. 

Then oꝛdained our Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
a mortioge betweene him and her, with 
the two ſpectall Dacramentes of Bap⸗ 
tiſme and the Koꝛds Supper, whereo'k 
map bee made a ſtrong Caſtell againſt 
the Diuell. Alſo our Loꝛd commaunded 
the ſouls to kepe her ffill in the Caſtell 
of vertee, till he went fo his friends fo2 to 
rꝛanide that was nerdfull: that is, our 


. DnD Ze lu Chꝛiſt aſcended to heauen 


fo pꝛepare fo2 her a dwelling place of e⸗ 
netlaſting iop,wh-rcas we ſhould dwell 
akter the dap of Judgement with our 
© 020d God in honaur and glozp. Pe 

Wut alas, in the meane time came the 
diuell and begulled the wetched ſor? 
by à. deadlp ſinne, and ſo hee entred in 

= U. v. 


Je Cale or, our heart which thonid 


_ ore thi Caſtle of GO D. Lhe knight 
Jeſu knocked at {he gate of our hcarf, 
accoꝛding to the Scripture ce ſto ad 
oſtrim & pulſo. Loe J ſtand at the dae 
and knock, if any man will open that J 
map onter But whereas the Diuell ts, 
God doth not enter, but if the ſinner will 
recctue him bp repentance, which ſa ing 
the gentic Knight Jeſo, ſhewed himlſelfe 
naked hanging vpon the Croſſe, that we 
map ſe his blody wounds which ſuffe⸗ 
red foꝛ bs, that me finners ſhould ber the 
rather mindeſull of his Loue, Fo2 from 
the crowne of his head vnto the ſole of þ 
fœte, was teft no whole place, T herefoꝛc 
ſaith the Prophet Cay. Attendite & vi- 

dete ſi elt dolor ſicut dolor meus, &c. Be⸗ 
hold a ſœ, it any ſoꝛrow be like to mp [02s 
row. Ther koꝛe he is a wꝛelched man that 


will not bee connerted fo2 all this bntd. 


his Lozd God, but Iyeth fill in deadly 

ſinne, wherfoze when her is calicd befoze 
. the high Judge, her tall bee condemned 
to everlaſting death. Therfs2e ſtudy wir 


ft open the doꝛe of our harts with fruits! 
il faith vnto almighty god then wid 
- our. 


oth 


